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OfficerSy  whoi  in  Auguji  lyS  jy  were  there  Jhifiwfecked  tn  the 
■  AnielopCy  a  Packet  belonging  to  the  Honourable  Edjl- India 
'  Company  I  By  _George  Keatey  Efq.  F,R,S,  and  S»Ai 
ll.  isi  •  Qj  Nicol.  ■  London,  1 788. 


TF  the  narratibri  which  we  have  now  tfie^l^ure  of  enouncing 
“  were  not  authenticated  by  moft  fatisfaCTory  evidence  it  would 
fee  difficult  to  avoid  regarding  it  as  fabulous.  ‘  The  difcoveries 
of  Gaiudentio.di  LuCca  are'  not  fo’ entertaining,  and  fcarcely 
more  extritordinary,  than  thofe  of  Captain  He'rify  WilTon.  Bu^ 
iis  Hamlet  fays. 


a.  '  *  ' .  ' 

There  are  ihore  things  in  KeaVen  and  earthy  Horatio^ 
Than  arc  dreamt  of  in  jour  philofophy,’* 


•  The  Pelew  iflanders,  indeed,  feem  defigncd  by  Nature  to  pot 
pbilofophy  to  the  blu&«  A  people  on  whom  fcience  never 
^wned;  of  whom  the  women  ^are  almoft,  and  the  men  alto- 
geAer,  naked;  appearing , to  have  little  law,  and  lefs  religion^ 
yet  poflefling  a  government  regular,  though  Ample,  and  prac- 
tifing  the  virtues,  and  even  graces,  of  polimed  focicty,  without 
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its  vices  ;~muft  be  confefl'ed  aii  unexampled  phenomenon  in  the 
hiftory  of  man.  Of  the  manner  in  which  this  fingular  race  of 
mortals  were  difeovered,  and  of  their  amiable  manners  and  happy 
lives,  we  lhall  offer  a  Iketch ;  not  with  a  view  to  fatisfy,  but  to 
excite  the  curiofity  of  the  reader. 

The  difeovery  was  made  in  confequence  of  no  premeditated 
defign,  but  by  the  wreck  of  the  India  packet,  named  the  Ante¬ 
lope,  on  tlieir  coaft.  The  crew,  confiding  of  the  captain, 
Mr*  Wilfon,  thirty-three  other  Europeans,  and  fixteen  Chinefe, 
with  the  lofs  of  one  man,  efcaped  to  the  fliore  j  having  the  good 
fortune  to  refeue  from  the  waves  their  arms,  ammunition,  and 
the  mod  valuable  part  of  their  dores.  On  the  fecond  day  after 
their  landing,  the  natives  appeared ;  and  at  their  fird  appear¬ 
ance  proved  themfelves  humane,' brave,  and  unfufpicious.  One 
of  their  canoes,  having  been  out  fidiing,  had  feen  the  mad  of 
the  Antelope  in  the  water.  Intelligence  of  this  being  carried 
to  the  king,  he  had  fent  off  in  hade  two  canoes,  under  the  di- 
redlion  of  his  two  brothers,  to  learn  the  fate  of. the  unfortunate 
dramters.  Among  the  natives  happened  to  be  a  Malay  man  ; 

•  and  Captain  Wilfon’s  fervant,  a  Portugueze,  fpoke  Englidi,  and 
uaderdood  the  Malay  tongue.  By  this  happy  circumdance  a 
free  converfation  and  eafy  intercourfe  w^as  immediately  opened 
on  both  fides.  Mutual  furprife  and  fufpicion  foon  gave  place  to 
mutual  civility  and  confidence.  One  of  the  Englifh  was  fent  in 
a  carioe  to  the  king,  that  he  might  fee  what  fort  of  people  they 
were,  while  the  other  canoe,  with  three  men,  remained  with 
the  Englifh,  as  did  alfo  the  Malay  interpreter,  and  one  of  the 
king^s  brothers,  called  Raa  Kook,  comrhander  in  chief  of  the 
king’s  forces; . 

Upon  vifiting  the  wreck  of  the  fhip,  it  was  found  that  fome 
of  the  natives  had  been  examining  her,  and  had  carried  off  fome 
iron,  arid  other  trifles.  This  intelligence  being  made  known 
to  Raa  Kook,  he  exprefled  the  dronged  indignation  at  the 
treacherous  behaviour  of  his  countrya^ri,  which  he  declared 
Ihould  be  fully  dated  to  the  king,  who’ would  prevent  its  hap¬ 
pening  in  future.  A  powerful  exertion  of  felf-denlal  for  Englifh 
tars  now  took  place.  Captain  Wilfon,  with  much  prudence,  pro- 
pofed  that  all  the  fpirituous  liquors  remaining  in  the  wreck  ftould 
be  daved,  led  our  people  becoming  inadvertently  intoxicated, 
might  be  difpofed  to  quarrel  among  themfelves,  or  with  the  na¬ 
tives  ;  or  left  the  natives,  difeovering  the  potent  beverage,  and 
unacquainted  with  its  effefts,  might  become  outrageous,  and 
bring  on  a  general  conteft.  The  failors,  to  their  lading  honour 
ashmen,  gave  their  affent  to  this  propofal,  and  confcientioufly 
put  it  in  execution.  •  *  . 
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The  Engllfh  now  finding  themfelves  on  a  perfe(3  good  un- 
derftanding  with  their  friendly  gueft  Raa  Kook,  did  not  hefitate 
to  a(k  with  freedom  for  whatever  their  curiofity  fugeefted*  Ob- 
ferving  that  he  wore  roufid  his  wrift  a  poliflied  Done,  in  the 
form  of  a  bracelet,  tliey  wiftied  to  know  its  meaning.  The 
chief  informed  them  that  it  was  a  mark  of  great  diftinftion, 
conferred  by  the  king  on  his  own  family,  and  on  officers  of  ftate 
and  commanders. 

Arra  Kooker,  the  king's  other  brother,  now  returned  ; 
and  foon  after  the  king  himfelf,  in  no  fmall  ftate,  arrived.  He 
was  perfectly  naked ;  nor  had  he  any  bone  on  his  wrift,  nor 
any  ornament  of  diftineftion,  except  a  fmall  hatchet  hung  on  his 
flioulder.  Captain  Wilfon  informed  him,  through  the  inters 
preters,  that  he  and  his  friends  were  Englilhmen,  who  had  un¬ 
fortunately  loft  their  ftiip  ;  but  having  faved  their  lives  by 
landing  on  his  territory,  fupplicated  his  permiffion  to  build  a 
veffel  to  convey  themfelves  back  to  their  own  country.  He  re-^ 
plied,  in  the  moft  courteous  manner,  that  the  captain  was  wel¬ 
come  to  build,  either  at  the  place  where  he  then  was,  or  at  his 
(the  king's)  own  ifland. 

During  this  royal  vifitation  the  Englifli  took  occafion  to  (hew 
the  properties  and  effects  of  their  fire-arnis.  The  furprife  of 
the  natives  produced  a  noife  aimoft  equal  to  the  report  of  the 
mufkets.  But  furprife  and  vociferation  were  not  the  only  con- 
fequences  of  that  exhibition.  For  fome  time  after  the  king  and 
his  principal  officers  appeared  Gold  and  referved.  Prefents  were 
offered,  and  received  with  a  “fngid  and  embarraffed  air.  Our 
people  were  alarmed,  imagining  the  natives  had  decreed  their 
deftrudlion.  What  was  their  pleafing  aftonilhment  when  in¬ 
formed  that  this  coolnefs  arofe  only  from  delicacy! — Abba 
Thulle  (the  king)  was  now  at  war  with  fome  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  iflands,  and  had  formed  a  defign  of  requefting  the  aid 
of  the  ftrangers,  whofe  arms  appeared  to  poffefs  fuch  refiftlefs 
force.  He  had  probably  talked  over  the  matter  with  his  bro¬ 
thers  ;  and  never  perhaps  was  (hewn  a  nobler  ftruggle  of  native 
deHcacy  than  by  thofe  generous  iflanders  on  this  occafion. 
Their  hearts  burnt  to  a(k  a  favour,  which  the  generofity  of  their 
feelings  would  not  allow  them  to  mention  ;  and  the  chief  caufe 
of  their  filence  was,  that  a  requeft  would  have  the  appearance 
of  a  command-— an  idea  which  Ihocked  their  fenfibility.  After 
much  apparent  ftruggle,  the  king  at  length  mentioned  that, 
in  a  few  days  being  to  go  to  battle  agaihft  an  ifland  that  had 
done  him  an  injury,  he  wilhed  Captain  Wilfon  would  permit 
four  or  five  of  his  men  to  accompany  him  with  their  mulkets. 
The  captain  replied,  like  Jehofophat  to  Ahab,  that  the  Englifh 
were  as  his  own  people,  and  that  the  enemies  of  the  king  were 
their  enemies. 
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Iri  confequencc  of  this  powerful  alliance,  the  monarch*  of 
Pclcw  made  repeated  expeditions  againft  the  neighbouring 
iflandic  potentates.  In  the  firft,  five  Englifti  afTifted  ;  in  the 
fccond,  ten;  and  the  like  number  in  a  third,  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  a  fwivel-gun.  V'iifory,  as  maybe  imagined,  on  every 
occafion,  declared  for  Abba  Thullc  ;  and,  had  his  new  allies 
continued  with  him,  he  muft  foon,  in  all  probability,  have  been 
acknowledged  lord  paramount  of  the  furrounding  feas.  But 
from  th«  afliduity  of  the  Englifli  in  conftrudling  their  little 
veflel,  the  time  was  faft  approaching  when  they  were  to  bid  this 
hofpiiable  prince  adieu. 

The  narrative,  every  where  interefting,  becomes,  towards 
the  conclufion,  truly  charriiing.  The  charafters  of  the  natives 
unfold  more  and  more,  difeovering  delightful  traits  of  benevo¬ 
lence  and  elevation  of  fentiment.  In  crowds  they  attended  the 
launch  of  the  little  velTel  built  by  the  Englifh,  and  with  friendly 
hearts  partook  of  their  fatisfadtion.  They  faw  thofe  ftrangers 
ready  to  depart,  from  whofe  aid  they  had  benefited,  and  from 
whofe  talents  and  art  they  had  received  information  which  had 
never  hitherto  reached  them.  Yet  we  behold  thefe  virtuous 
natives  glowing  with  the  fpirit  of  true  philanthropy ;  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  tranfport  forgetting  themfelves,  and  rejoicing  with  thofc 
that  rejoiced  !  The  king  now  acquainted  Captain  Wilfon  that 
it  was  his  intention  to  inveft  him  with  the  order  of  the  Bone^ 
and  create  him  formally  a  Rupack  (noble)  of  the  firft  rank, 
which  was  aftually  done,  Raa  Kook  fitting  the  badge  of  nobi-* 
lity  on  the  captain’s  left  arm,  while  Abba  Thulle  told  him 
that  the  bone  fhould  be  rubbed  bright  every  day,  and  pre- 
ferved  as  a  teftimony  of  the  rank  he  held  among  them  ;  that 
this  mark  of  dignity  muft,  on  every  occafion,  be  defended 
valiantly,  nor  fufiered  to  be  torn  from  his  arm  but  with  the 
lofs  of  life.”  Thus  do  the  people  of  Pelew  hold  a  chapter  of 
their  bigheft  order  of  the  Bone  ;  on  which  the  narrator  properly 
remarks,  that  the  decoration  derives  all  its  fplendour  from  the 
combined  ideas  of  the  mind  whrlft  viewing  it ;  and  that  the 
imagination  is  equally  imprelTed  with  the  fame  fentiment,  whe¬ 
ther  the  badge  of  honour  be  a  ftrip  of  velvet  round  the  knee,  a 
tuft  of  ribband  and  crgfs,  dangling  at  the  button-hole,  a  ftar  em¬ 
broidered  on  the  coat,  or  a  bone  upon  the  arm. 

As  the  time  of  departure  drew  near,  one  of  the  failers  de¬ 
clared  his  inteiuion  of  remaining  wkh  the  natives,  with  which 
the  king  was  wonderfully  pleafed,  promifing  to  make  him  a 
Rupack^  and  to  give  him  two  Wives,  together  with  a  houfe  and 
plantations.  Abba  Thulle,  in  his  turn,  declared  that  he  pur- 
pofed  fending  one  of  his  own  fons  to  England.  He  told  the 
captain  that  though  his  fubjeits  looked  up  to  him  with  refpe<ft; 
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-ajid  regarded  him  as  not  only  fupcrior  In  rank  but  in  knowledge^ 
yet,  that  after  being  with  the  Englifli,  and  contemplating  their 
ingenuity,  he  had. often  felt  his  own  infignificance  in  feeing  the 
ioweft  man  whom  the  captain  had  under  his  command  excrcife 
talents  that  he  had  ever,  been  a  ftranger  to;  he  had  therefore 
refolved  to  entruft  his  fecond  fpn,  whofe  name  was  Lee  Boo,  to 
Captain  Wilfon’s  care,  in  order  that  he  might  have  the  advantage 
of  improving  himfelf,  by  accompanying  theEngli{h,and  of  learn¬ 
ing  many  things  that  might  at  his  return  greatly  benefit  his  own 
country.  ‘‘  You  are  going,”  added  he,  ‘‘  and  when  gone,  I 
fear  the  inhabitants  of  Artingall  will  come  down  in  great 
numbers  and  moleft  me,  as  they  have  done  frequently  before; 
and,  having  loft  the  aid  of  the  Englifh,  I  fhall  be  unable  to 
refift  them,  unlefs  you  will  leave  me  a  few  of  your  mufkets, 
which  you  have  already  taught  me  to  hope  you  would.” 
Captain  Wilfon  fpoke  to  his  officers  on  the  propriety  of  doing 
this  inftantly ;  they  feemed  fomewhat  .unwilling  to  put  tlic  arms, 
they  adlually  meant  to  give  the  natives,  into  their  hands,  till  the 
laft  moment ;  and  that  diftruft  which  poflefled  their  minds  ap¬ 
peared  too  ftrongly  imprefled  on  their  countenances  to  cfcape  the 
quick  difeernment  of  the  king,  who,  willing  perhaps  that  they 
/hould  know  that  he  had  obferved  their  apprehenfions,  with 
that  calm  reflecting  temper  which  marked  his  character,  afked 
if  they  were  afraid  to  truft  him  with  a  few  arms.  ‘‘  What  is 
there,”  faid  he,  can  make  you  harbour  doubts  of  me  ?  I 
never  teftified  any  fears  of  you^  but  endeavoured  to  convince 
you  that  I  wifhed  your  friendfhip.  Had  I  been  difpofed  to 
have  harmed  you,  I  might  have  done  it  long  ago  ;  I  have  at 
all  times  had  you  in  my  power,  but  have  only  exercifed  that 
power  in  making  it  ufeful  to  you ;  and  can  you  not  confide 
in  me  at  the  laft  ?”  His  rebuke  was  too  powerful  for  our 
people  to  refift  ;  they  inftantly  defired  the  captain  to  afture  him 
that  the  arms  (hould  be  immediately  given  him. 

Upon  delivering  his  fon  to  Captain  Wilfon,  this  untutored 
but  admirable  man  ufed  thefe  expreffions  :  I  would  wi(h  you 
to  inform  Lee  Boo  of  all  things  which  he  ought  to  know, 
and.  make  him  an  Englilhman.  The  fubjeCl  of  parting  with 
my  fon  I  have  frequently  revolved  ;  I  am  well  aware  that  the 
diftant  countries  he  muft  go  through,  differing  much  from 
his  own,  may  expofe  him  to  dangers,  as  well  as  difeafcs,  that 
are  unknown  to  us  here,  In  confequence  of  which  he  may 
die  ;  I  have  prepared  my  thoughts  to  this:  I  know  that  death 
is  to  all  men  inevitable ;  and  whether  my  fon  meets  tliis  event 
at  Pelcw  or  elfewhere,  is  immaterial.  I  am  fatisfied,  from 
yffiat  I  have  obferved  of  the  humanity  of  your  character,  that 
if  he  is  fick  you  will  be  kind  to  him  j  and  (hould  that  happen, 
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which  your  utmoft  care  cannot  prevent,  let  it  not  hinder  you, . 
‘‘  or  your  brother,  or  your  fon,  or  any  of  your  countrymen,  re- 
turning  here  ;  I  (hall  receive  you,  or  any  of  your  people,  in 
friendmip,  and  rejoice  to  fee  you  again/*  How  noble  ! 
This  is  the  language  of  a  king,  a  father,  and  a  philofopher.  It 
will  grieve  the  reader  to  be  informed  that  the  fatal  event  fo 
feelingly  anticipated,  really  happened.  Lee  Boo,  who  promifed 
to  be  worthy  of  his  fire,  was  deftined  never  to  fee  his  native 
fhores  again.  He  fell  a  viftim  to  the  fmall-pox  foon  after  his 
arrival  in  London. 

On  the  morning  fixed  for  the  failing  of  the  Oroolong 
(for  fo  the  Englifh  named  their  little  veffel,  from  the  ifland 
whereon  they  had  built  her),  the  king,  witli  his  fon  Lee  Boo, 
and  his  Rupacks^  came  on  board.  Though  (he  had  been 
loaded  by  the  bounty  of  Abba  Thulle,  even  to  fuperfluity,  with 
whatever  he  conceived  might  be  ufeful  or  pleafant  to  his  depart¬ 
ing  friend^;,  yet  on  either  lide  of  her  were  a  multitude  of  canoes, 
filled  with  the  common  natives,  who  had  all  brought  prefents 
from  themfelves  to  bur  people,  intreating  they  might  be  accepted. 
It  was  in  vain  they  were  told  the  velTel  was  fo  full  there  was  no 
room  to  receive  any  thing  more ;  each  held  up  a  little  fomething, 
“  only  this  from  me,  only  this  for  me,”  was  the  general  cry ; 
the  repetition  of  which  was  urged  with  fuch  fupplicating  coun¬ 
tenances  and  watery  eyes,  that  this  bewitching  teftimony  of  af¬ 
fection  and  generofity  almoft  overcame  everyone  on  board.  The 
king  accompanied  his  guefts  a  little  way  from  the  fliore  ;  he 
then  gave  Lee  Boo  his  bleffing,  tenderly  embraced  the  captain, 
and  fhook  all  tlie  officers  by  the  hand,  faying,  Y ou  are  happy 
becaufe  you  arc  going  home  ;  I  am  happy  to  find  you  are 
happy ;  but  ftill  very  unhappy  myfelf  to  fee  you  are  going 
away.**  AlTuring  our  people  of  his  good  wifhes.  for  their 
voyage,  he  ftept  into  his  canoe.  Moft  of  the  chiefs  left  them 
at  the  fame  time,  except  Raa  Kook,  their  earlieft  and  warmeft 
friend.  He  had  requefted  permiffion  of  his  brother  to  accom¬ 
pany  them  to  England,  but,  for  reafons  of  ftate,  had  received  a 
denial.  Now  fondly  lingering  he  fuffered  the  veffel  to  proceed 
a  confiderablc  way  ere  he  could  think  of  returning.  When  the 
moment  of  feparation  came,  he  was  hardly  able  to  fpeak ;  he 
pointed  to  his  heart,  faying  it  was  there  he  felt  the  pain  of  bidding 
them  farewell,  and,  with  a  laft  affeCtionate  look,  dropt  into  his 
cancct 

From  thefe  few  incidents,  which  we  give  as  an  outline  of 
this  moft  pleafing  narrative,  our  readers  will  already  have  drawi> 
Gonclufions,  and  certainly  not  unfavourable  ones,  regarding  the 
Pelew  people,  their  manners,  government,  ^nd  national  Ipirit, 
Thefe,  upon  a  defer  acquaintance,  will  be  confirmed^  It  is 
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matter  of  regret,  indeed,  that  the  fituation  of  the  Englifli,  and 
the  unwearied  labour  and  attention  which  the  building  of  their 
veflcl  required^  (hould  have  precluded  all  poflibility  of  a  general 
furvey  of  thofe  iflands,  or  even  a  philofophlcal  examination  of 
fuch  parts  as  were  more  immediately  within  their  reach.  The 
Antelope  was  not  a  (hip  particularly  fent  out  to  explore  undif- 
covered  regions ;  nor  did  her  crew  confift  of  philofophers,  bo- 
tanifts,  and  draughtfmen,  experienced  in  fcientific  purfuits,  and 
prepared  to  inveftigate  the  manners  of  mankind.  Diftrefs  threw 
them  on  tliefe  iflands  ;  and  when  there,  every  thought  was  em¬ 
ployed  on  the  means  of  getting  away.  Yet  that  unreferved  in- 
tercourfe  and  fteady  friendfhip  which  prevailed  between  the 
'natives  and  our  countrymen,  during  the  thirteen  weeks  of  their 
ftay,  afforded  them  opportunities  of  obferving  the  manners  and 
difpofitions  of  the  inhabitants,  and  forming  fome  notions  of  their 
government  and  cuftoms. 

It  appeared,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  chief  authority  was 
lodged  in  the  perfon  of  Abba  Thulle,  the  king  : 

^  He  appeared  to  be  confidered  as  the  father  of  his  people  ;  and, 
though  divelled  of  all  external  decorations  of  royalty,  had  every 
‘  *11  niark  of  diftinftion  paid  to  his  perfon.  His  Rupacks^  or  chiefs,  ap- 
.'M  proachcd  him  with  the  greatelt  refped ;  and  his  common  fubjefts, 
W  'whenever  they  pafled  near  him,  or  had  occafion  to  addrcfs  him,  put 
|S  their  hands  behind  them,  and  crouched  towards  the  ground;  even 
if  they  were  paffing  any  houfe  or  place  where  the  king  was  fuppofed 
to  be,  they  humiliated  themfelves  in  the  fame  manner  till  they  had 
got  beyond  his  probably  prefen c^  when  they  refumed  their  ufual 
mode  of  walking.  On  all  occafions  the  behaviour  of  Abba  Thuile' 
appeared  gentle  and  gracious,  yet  always  full  of  dignity ;  he  heard 
whatever  his  fubjeds  had  to  fay  to  him,  and,  by  his  affability  and 
condefeenfion,  never  fuffered  them  to  go  away  dilfatisfied.’ 

The  next  in  power  was  Raa  Kook,  the  king’s  brother,  and 
^  officially  general  of  all  his  forces : 

‘  It  w^as  his  duty  to  fummon  the  Rupacks  to  attend  the  king,  on 
whatever  expedition  or  purpofe  they  were  called ;  but  thougii  Raa 
Kook  aded  as  commander  in  chief,  yet  ail  the  executive  orders 
came  from  the  king,  w  henever  he  attended  in  perfoiv,  as  fully  ap¬ 
peared  when  they  went  on  the  fecond  expedition  to  Artingall,  where 
the  canoes  attendant  on  the  king  conveyed  to  the  general  all  the  re- 
folutions  which  he  thought  advifcable  to  adopt.  Tnc  general,  as 
the  king’s  next  brother,  was  his  prelumptive  heir ;  the  fucceffion  of 
Pelew  not  going  to  the  king’s  children  till  it  had  pafled  through  the 
king’s  brothers ;  fo  that  after  the  demife  of  Abba  Thulle,  the  fove- 
reignty  would  have  delcended  to  Raa  Kook,  on  his  demife  to  Arra 
I  A  Kooker,  and,  on  the  death  of  this  lafl  brother,  it  would  have  re- 
verted  to  the  elded  fon  of  Abba  Thulle ;  on  which  contingency, 

•  #  being  the  prefumptive  heir,  would,  during  the  reign  of  his 

¥  ‘  A  4  lali 


8  Account  of  the  Pclew  IJlarids. 

laft  furviving  uncle,  have  become  of  courfe  the  hereditary  general  % 
as  Lee  Boo  would,  when  the  fovereignty  had  fallen  to  his  elder 
brother.* 

• 

This  mode  of  regal  fucceflion  is  precifely  the  fame  with 
what  is  faid  to  have  been  fettled  in  Scotland  at  an  early  period. 
It  feems  a  natural,  and  almoft  neceflary  regulation  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  a  people  perpetually  engaged  in  foreign  or  domeftic 
broils,  and  little  acquainted  with  police  and  finance.  A'  child  or 
a  ftripling  cannot  overawe  turbulent  chiefs,  prefide  at  councils, 
nor  lead  armies  to  battle. 

^  The  king  at  Pelew  was  always  attended  by  a  particular  chief,  or 
Hutacki  who  did  not  appear  to  poflefs  any  hereditary  office,  but  only 
a  aelcgated  authority.  He  was  always  near  the  king’s  perfon,  and 
the  chief  who  was  firft  confulted ;  but  whether  his  office  was  religious 
or  civil,  or  both,  our  people  could  not  learn  with  any  certainty.  He 
was  not  confidcred  as  a  warrior,  nor  ever  bore  arms  ;  and  had  only 
one  wife,  whereas  the  other  Rupacks  had  two.  *1  he  Englilh  were 
never  invited  to  his  houfe,  or  introduced  into  it.  although  they  were 
conduced  to  almoft  all  ^hofe  of  the  other  chiefs.’ 

To  this  perfon  the  Englifh  gave  the  title  of  the  minister, 
probably  from  fome  fancied  refemblance  to  the  prime  minifter 
of  his  ‘^Britannic  majefty.  And  it  mu  ft  be  allowed  that  the 
premier  of  Pelew,  having  nei^cp  places  nor  penfions  to  beftow, 
mitres,  coronets,  nor  .ribbands  ^to  fell,  nor  votes  in  the  Houfe 
of.  ^Commons  .  to  buy,  might  be  a  very  honeft  and  happy 
man.^  ♦  'j . 

The  Rupacks^  thougb.confiderablc  in  number,  could  only  be 
regarded  as  chiefs,  or  rather  nobles.  They  were  not  all  of  the 
fanae  degree,  as  vvas  diftinguiftiable  by  a  difference  in  the  bone 
they  wore..  Their  titles  appeared  not  to  be  hereditary  honours, 
t>\it  perfonal  badges  of  rank  and  diftinftion^  conferred  folely  by 
the  kingi'  to  whofe  councils  thofe  of  the  firft  order  were  uim- 
moned.'^  They  paid  him,  on  every  occafion,  a  ready  obedience, 
and ’were  themfelves  much  refpefted  fey  the  reft  of  the  people. 

In  regard  to  the  interefting  fuhjeft  of  property,  as  far  as  our 
people  could  obtain  intelligence, 

."/..They  underftood  that  the  natives  only  poflelTed  a  property  in 
their  work  and  labour,  but  no  abfolute  one  in  the  foil,  of  which  the 
king  appeared  to  be  general  proprietor.  A  man’s  houfe,  furniture, 
or  canoe,  was  confidcred  as  his  private  property  ;  as  was  alfo  the 
land^  allotted  him,  as  long  as  he  occupied  and  cultivated  it  j  bi^t 
whenever  he  removed  with  his  family  to  another  place,  the  grgund 
he  held  reverted  to  the  king,  who  gave  it  to  vyhom  he  pleaTed,  or 
to  thofe  who  folicitrd  to  cultivate  it.  Every  family  occupied  fome 
land  for  their  mahuenance  ncceffity  impofed  this  labour  on  them  ; 
and  the  pordon  of  time  wWch  they  could  fpare  from  providing  for 
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'  their  natural  wants  pafled  in  the  exercife  of  fuch  little  arts  as, 

}  while  they  kept  them  indullrious  and  aftive,  adminiilcred  to  their 
convenience  and  comfort.* 

With  another  (hort  extraft  (hall,  for  the  prefen t,  leave 
this  w^ork.  It  is  from  the  account  of  the  produce  of  Pelew.  Our 
future  remarks  on  it  may  perhaps  differ  a  little  from  thole  of  the 
if  ingenious  editor : 

*1  ‘  Every  part  of  the  Ifland  called  Coorooraa,  of  which  Pelcw  wag 

I  the  capital  (.is  far  as  our  people  had  opportunities  of  making  obfer- 
vi  vations),  feemed  to  bear  the  marks  of  induliry  and  good  cultivation.^ 
M  AM  the  iflands  which  our  people  faw  were  well  covered  with  trees  of 
M  various  kinds  and  fize,  fome  of  them  being  very  L.rge,  as  may  eafily 
^  be  conceived  by  their  canoes  made  out  ot  trunks,  'which,  when  of 
the  largelt  dimenfions,  were  capable  of  carrying  twenty-eight  or 
*1  thirty  men.  They  had  a  great  variety  of  timber  trees,  among  which 
.  I  was  noticed  the  ebony,  and  a  tree  that,  being  pierced  or  wounded 
.  'I  by  a  gimhlet,  there  ran  from  it  a  thick  white  liquid,  of  the  con- 
•  ^  fillenceof  cream.  They  had  alfo  a  fpecits  of  the  manchineel-tree, 
in  cutting  down  of  which  our  people  ufed  to  get  blillered  and 
^  fwelled ;  the  inhabitants  pointed  out  the  caufe,  faying  that  it  wag 
owing  to  their  being  fpnnkled  by  the  fap  of  this  tree.  This  they 
reckoned  among  the  unlucky  trees,  and  advifed  our  people  againlt 
i  the  ufe  of  it.  Eut  the  moft  fingular  tree  noticed  at  Pelcw  was  one, 
in  fizc  and  in  its  manner  of  brandung,  not  unlike  our  cherry-tree, 
but  in  its  leaves  refembling  the  myrtle.  Its  peculiarity  was,  that  it 
had  no  bark,  having  only  an  outward  coat  of  about  the  thicknefs  of 
a  card,  darker  than  the  infiae,  though  equally  clofe  in  texture  ;  the 
colour  of  the  interior  part  being  nearly  that  of  mahogany,  and  lb 
extremely  hard,-  that  few  of  the  tools  which  the  Engliln  had,  could 
work  it,  the  wood  breaking  their  edges  almoft  every  moment ;  a  cir- 
cumftaiice  which,  very  early  in  the  conflrudion  of  their  veffel,  de¬ 
termined  our  people  againil  the  ufe  of  it.  7'hey  had  alfo  the 
cabbage-tree  ;  and  a  tree  whofc  fruit  nearly  refembled  an  almond; 
the  carambbla ;  and  the  wild  bread-fruit,  called  by  the  natives 
Riainall.  Yams  and  cocoa-nuts  being  the  chief  article  of  fuHenance, 
were  attended  to  with  the  utmoil  care  ;  the  former  were  of  the  grey 
mottled  kind ;  the  latter  were  in  large  plantations,  affording  both 
food  and  fhade.  1  he  beetle -nut  they  had  in  abundance,  and  made 
great  ufe  of  it,  though  only  w  hen  green  ;  contrary  to  the  pradlicc  of 
ihc  people  of  India,  w  ho  never  ufe  it  but  when  dry.  They  poflelled 
plantains  and  bananas,  cJcville  oranges  and  lemons  ;  neither  of  theie 
were  in  any  conhderable  quantity  j  therefore  only  produced  on  vifits, 
or  occafioas  of  more  than  common  ceremony.  To  thefe  may  be? 
added  the  jamboo-apple,  mentioned  in  page  257,  as  brought . when 
Lee  boo  fnl  appeared,  1  his  country  produced  fome  fugar-canc, 
and  great  abundance  of  ihc  bamboo  j  likewife  the  turmeric,  which 
the  ri  a  lives  uled  as  a  dye,  and  with  which  the  women  flained  their 
Ikins.  They  have  ochre,  both  red  And  yellow,  with  whii^h-  they 
paint  ;heir  houics  and  canoes* 


None 
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*  None  of  the  iflands  the  Englifli  vifited  had  any  kind  of  grain ; 
ror  any  quadruped  whatever,  except  fome  brownifh  grey  rats,  which 
ran  wild  in  the  woods,  and  three  or  four  meagre  cats,  which, were 
feen  in  fome  houfes  at  Pelew,  probably  brought  on  fome  drift  or  part 
of  a  canoe  of  other  iflands,  wrecked  on  the  icef.  This  might  excite 
them  to  admire  fo  much  the  two  dogs  our  people  left  with  them,  which 
unluckily  were  both  males.  - 

*  As  to  birds,  they  had  plenty  of  common  cocks  and  hens,  which, 
though  they  were  not  domefticated,  but  ran  about  the  woods,  yet 
loved  to  get  near  their  houfes  and  plantations  ;  and,  what  will  appear 
fiagular  (confidering  their  little  variety  of  food),  they  had  never 
made  any  ufe  of  them  till  our  people  faw  them,  and  told  the  natives 
they  were  excellent  to  eat.  The  Englifli,  at  the  defire  of  Abba 
Thulle,  killed  fome,  and  boiled  them  ;  the  king  was  the  firft  who 
tailed  them  ;  he  thought  them  good,  and  frequently  partook  of  them 
afterwards ;  fo  that  our  people  put  them  in  poiTcfiion  of  a  new  diih  ; 
the  men  appeared  pleafed  at  feeing  them  killed,  and  would  go  out 
cn  purpofe  to  drive  them  in  their  way.  Though  the  natives  had 
not  till  now  made  thefe  birds  an  article  of  food,  yet,  when  they 
went  into  the  woods,  they  frequently  ate  their  eggs ;  but  they  did 
not  admire  them  for  being  newdy  laid  ;  the  luxury  to  them  was  when 
they  could  fwallow  an  imperfeft  chicken  in  the  bargain.  Pigeons 
they  had  alfo  in  the  wwds.  At  the  time  of  breeding  they  took  the 
young^from  the  neft,  and  brought  them  up  near  their  houfes,  keep¬ 
ing  them  on  a  perch  tied  by  one  leg,  and  feeding  them  on  yams. 
T  his  bin!  was  accounted  a  great  dainty,  as  we  have  had  occalion  to 
fee,  by  its  being  fo  fparingly  ufed,  and  none,  but  thofe  of  a  certain 
dignity,  permitted  to  eat  thereof.  The  people  of  Pelew  were  won¬ 
derfully  adive  and  expert  in  climbing  up  trees  in  queft  of  thefe  nefts, 
or  any  thing  elfe  that  was  an  objed  of  their  purfuit.  Thefe  which 
I  have  mentioned,  were  the  only  birds  they  ufed  to  eat.  Our  people 
left  them  two  geefe,  the  only  remains  of  their  live  (lock. 

*  Several  birds  were  feen  flying  about,  whofe  plumage  appeared 
to  be  extremely  beautiful ;  but  they  probably  might  be  of  the  fame 
kinds  as  are  found  in  difterent  countries  between  the  tropics.  The 
iflands  had  alfo  feveral  fmall  birds,  whofe  notes  were  very  melodious, 
particularly  one  which  ufed  to  fijig  every  morning  and  evening,  and 
bad  a  pipe  fweei  as  a  flagelet ;  our  people  often  thought  they  were 
under  the  very  tree  whence  the  notes  oi  this  little  bird  came,  yet 
none  of  them  were  ever  certain  they  had  feen  it. 

*  They  had  a  variety  of  fifli,  befide  the  fort  I  have  already  de- 
feribed  (page  123);  and  feveral  fmaller  kinds,  of  very  beautiful 
colours  and  variety  of  lhapes,  particularly  one  to  which  the  Englilh 
gave  the  name  of  the  unicorn,  from  a  horn  growing  out  of  its  fore^' 
head  ;  its  (kin  w'as  rough,  like  a  fmall  (hark  or  dog-fi(h,  which  it 
alfo  refembled  in  (hape  and  colour.  They  had  the  grey  mullet, 
which  they  crimped,  and  frequently  ate  raw.  They  kill  the  (hark, 
when  they  chance  to  come  within  the  coral  reef ;  this  they  do  by 
fpearing  them,  and  afterwards  getting  ropes  round  them,  their 
dragging  them  on  (hore.  The  flelli  of  the  (hark  was  efleemed  by 
them  as  very  delicate.  They  had  alio  feveral  kinds  of  lhcll-fi(h 
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fuch  as  the  fea  cray-fi(h,  of  the  fame  fort  as  in  the  Mediterranean 
and  other  European’ coafts  ;  and  turtle,  which  the  natives  boiled,  and 
^feemed  to  admire.  They  had  befide  oyllers,  mufcles,  and  a  variety 
of  cockles,  particularly  the  Kima  corkle  ;  this  they  frequently  got 
by  diving,  at  which  the  natives  were  amazingly  expert ;  they 
Vould  fometimes  dive  down  in  fix  or  feven  fathom  water  ;  and  if  the 
ihcll  was  very  large  two  of  them  would  contrive  to  bring  it  up  be¬ 
tween  them.  This  fifh  they  commonly  eat  raw.  , 

<  The  iflands  of  Pelew,  when  viewed  from  the  fea,  exhibited 
high  rugged  land,  well  covered  with  wood.  The  interior  part  was 
in  many  places  mount  dnous,  but  the  vallics  were  extcnfive  and 
beautiful,  Ipreading  before  the  eye  many  delicious  profpcdls.  The 
foil  was  in  general  *  rich  ;  they  had  a  great  deal  of  grafs,  which, 

>  having  no  cattle  wnatever  to  eat  down,  grew  high,  and  was  fcorched 
and  burat  up  by  tiic  heat  of  the  fun.  Our  people  fuv  no  river  at 
pelew  ;  their  fupplies  of  freih  water  b^ing  from  fmall  ftreams  and 
ponds,  of  wliich  there  were  many.  The  chief  fource  at  Orooloiig 
Y/.-  the  well  at  the  back  of  the  illand,  which  afforded  the  Englifh 
fufficient  for  their  ufe  whilft  they  remained  there,  and  enough  to 
water  their  vell’el  for  their  voyage,  by  colleding  it  daily  in  calks  till 
they  hud  obtained  as  much  as  they  Itood  in  need  of.’ 

[  To  be  continued.  ] 
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^  the  United  Slates''  of  America  :  ~ Jhewing  the  Importance  of  the 
American  Revolution  to  the  Welfare  of  France  :  giving  alfo  an 
Account  •  or'  their  Produ^tons^  and  the  reciprocal  Advantages  * 
which  may  he  drawn  from  their  Commercial  Connexions  ;  and 
f  finally^  pointing  out  the  actual  Situation  of  the  United  States., 
i  Tranjlated  from  the  French  of  Etienne  Claviere  and  f.P.BriJj'ot 

ide  Jvarvihe.  8vo-  6s.  boards.  Robfon  and  Clarke.  ‘Lon<» 
don,  1788. 

^*pHIS  work  appears  to  be  the  produ£lion  of  two  Frenchmen 
^  who  are  zealous  for  the  profperity  of  their  country,  and 
Wv'^uld  excite  their  compatriots  to  the  improvement  of  that 
great  political  event  which  has  opened  a  commercial  inter- 
courfe  between  France  and  the  American  States.  They  lament 
the  indifference  w'hich,  they  think,  the  French,  ever  lince  the 
peace  of  1783,  have  difeovered  for  this  important  obj eft ;  and 

I  they  aferibe  it  to  ieveral  caufes  ;  but  particularly  to  the  want  of 
the  liberty  ol  the  prefs  for  political -difculTions.  They  begin 
widi  reflections  on  exterior  commerce,  and  the  means  of  in- 
faring  it  to  a  nat*oa  In  an  equality  of  circumftances,  relative 
to  the  price  oi  inerchandife,  and  to  the  facility  with  w'hioh 
direct  con.aicrce  can  be  carried  on^  they  obferve,  that 

it 
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it  is  more  readily  eftabliihed  between  two  nations  which  hav-e  %  9 
fimilarity  of  political  and  religious  principles,  manners,  cuftoms,  9 
and  efpccially  of  language.  T hefe  decifive  means  of  connexion  9 
cannot  be  combated  but  by  evident  adva^itages,  from  which  there  " 
refults  lefe  expence  and  more  profit.  h 

To  perfons  who  are  actuated  by  the  peculiar  attachments  of  J 
the  prefent  authors,  the  confiderations  abovementioned  afFord  m 
the  difeouraging  profpecl  of  a  more  cordial  intercourfe  between  3 
Great-Britain  and  the  American  States  than  between  the  latter  '1 
and  France  ;  which  cannot  eafily  be  compenfated  by  any  poli-  J 
tical  regulations.  Intereft,  however,  is  the  motive  of  moft  1 

powerful  efficacy  in  trade ;  and  to  accommodate  this  principle 
mutually  to  the  advantage  of  France,  and  America,  will  require,  ■ 
and  no  doubt  will  likewife  be  affifted,  with,  all  the  ingenuity  j 
and  experience  of  the  political  as  well  as  commercial  part  of  both  > 
countries. 

In  the  fubfequent  cxtracl  our  authors  agitate  a  queftion  of 
great  importance,  and  which,  for  eftabliftiing  true  principles  in 
commerce,  delerves  the  moft  accurate  inveftigation : 

*  We  are  deceived  in  believing  that  commerce  cannot  be  efta- 

bliflied  between  two  nations  without  gold  or  filver  to  balance  their 
accounts.  It  will  be  interefting  to  enter  into  fome  detail  on  this 
head,  on  account  of  the  deficiency  of  coin  in  the  United  Slates,  and 
the  neceffity  of  reducing  themfelves  to  the  commerce  of  exchange, 
being  the  two  principal  objeftions  ignorantly  brought  againll  a  trade 
with  them.  4 

*  It  has  been  frequentU''  afTerted  that  the  balance  will  be  againft  ’ 
ti.em  ;  that  they  can  only  offer  an  exchange  of  merchandife.  It  is  1 
therefore  nccelfary  to  prove  that  this  great  word,  balance,  is  infig- 
liificant ;  that  a  great  commerce  may  be  carried  on  without  money, 
and  that  one  of  exchange  is  the  molt  advantageous  of  any. 

*  W  hen  a  nation  pays,  with  money,  the  whole,  or  the  balance  of  ^ 
its  importations,  it  is  faid,  the  balance  of  trade  is  againft  it ;  by  ^ 
which  a  difadvantageous  idea  of  its  pcfition  is  meant  to  be  given.  1 
This  is  a  prejudice  eafy  to  be  overturned,  although  entertained  by  | 
^n  celebrated  for  their  knowledge. 

*  In  efl'edt,  whence  comes  to  this  country  the  gold  it  pays  ?  It  is 
cither  from  its  mines,  and  in  that  cafe  it  pays  with  one  of  its  own  pro^ 
diiftions  ;  or  it  owes  it  to  artificers  who  exercife  their  fundlions  in  a 
foreign  country,  and  even  then  it  pays  with  a  produdion  which  ori¬ 
ginates  within  its  dominions.  As  long  as  a  nation  pays  another,  di- 
reftly  or  indire<tlly,  with  its  own  procudions,  its  pofition  cannot  be 
difadvantageous.  Therefore  the  unfavourable  word  balance,  thus 
attached  to  the  balance  of  an  account  paid  in  money,  offers  no 
clcaA' and  nice  idea  of  the  favourable  or  unfavourable  (late  of  3 
nation.  . 

'  Gold  is  alfo  a  merchandife  ;  and  it  may  be  convenient  to  one 
nation^  according  to  its  relations  or  connefUons  with  another,  to 
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pay  with  money,  without  its  having,  for  that  reafon,  an  unfavour¬ 
able  balance  againft  it.  ^ 

‘  There  is  but  one  cafe  wherein  the  balance  againft  a  nation  can 
be  declared  ;  it  is,  that,  when  having  exhaulied  its  money  and  trea- 
furcs,  it  remains  debtor  to  another  nation.  But  things  could  not 
femain  long  in  this  Hate ;  fo  wretched  a  foil,  unequal  to  the  con¬ 
sumption  and  exchange  of  its  inhabitants,  would  foon  be  abandoned  ; 
this,  however,  cannot  happen.  Importation  prefently  becomes  in 
proportion  to  exportation  ;  an  equilibrium  is  cilablifhed,  and  the 
pretended  unfavourable  balance  has  not  duration  enough  to  give  a 
right  of  fuppofing  even  its  exigence. 

*  There  is  as  little  truth  and  julHce  in  faying  a  nation  has  the 
•balance  of  trade  in  its  favour,  when  it  receives  in  money  balances 
*’  due  to  it  upon  the  amount  of  its  exportations.  This  balance,  ex- 
ifting  for  a  certain  lime,  vvould  heap  up  fpecie  in  the  country,  and 
4t  length  render  it  very  mifcrable.  This  has  never  been  the  cafe  ; 
yet  it  would  have  happened  if  this  fyflem  had  the  lead  foundation. 

The  circulation  of  money  depends  on  too  many  caufes  to  deduce 
from  its  abundance  a  certain  fign  of  a  favourable  commercial  ba-. 
lance  ;  a  thoufand  combinations  and  events  which  have  no  relation 
to  that  balance,  draw  money  from  abroad  or  fend  it  there ;  and, 
in  the  general,  continued  and  various  motions  of  commerce,  the 
tables  of  exportation  and  importation,  according  to  which  the  lign 
of  a  favour^le  or  unfavourable  balance  is  regulated,  are  too  uncer¬ 
tain  and  defe6live  for  the  purpofe,  as  well  as  for  forming  a  judgment 
of  the  quantities  of  coin  or  riches  of  a  nation.* 

We  partly  agree  with,  and  partly  differ  from,  thefe  author^' 
in  their  opinion  ori  this  fubje6l.._  That  the  balance  of  trade^ 
which  they  deferibe,  is  not  univerfally  hurtful  fo  a  nation,, 
feems  to  admit  of  little  doubt ;  but  it  does  not  thence  follow^ , 
that,  in  all  circumftances,  and  in  a  great  extent,  it  would. not. 

C3ve  extremely  pernicious.  There  may  be  cafes,  in  which  a 
ge  export  of  the  precious  metals  may  be  fupported  without 
l^fible  detriment,  arid  fometimes,  perhaps,  even  to  the  advan-^ 
ikge,  of  the  public.  Its  effects  will  depend  entirely  upon  the 
ftate  of  the  country  at  the  time.  If  the  quantity  of  money* 
bears  too  great  a  proportion  to  the  natural  produce  and  manu- 
Ihftures,  the  price  of  the  latter  will  be  raifed  to  a'degree  tliat^ 
ihuft  diminifh  the  cdnfumption  of  them  at  foreijgn  ifiarkets#[ 
And  if,  on  the  other  hand,’  the  proportion  be  too  fmall,  therein* 
danger  left  the  exertions  of  induftry  fliould  fuffer  a  fatal  dmU' 
liution.  The  proper  ftandard  of  the  quantity  of  gold  WdTilver* 
beneficial  to  a  ftate  is  entirely  relative,  and  can  be  deterngiined 
Only  by  a  confideration  of  the  internal  circumftances  of  a  country. 

a  particular  period,  compared  with  the  ftate  of  tlie  other  coin- 
mcrcial  nations  at  the  fame  time. 

Thefe  authors,  confiftently  with  their  own  principles,  afErm 
^at  it  would  be  more  advantageous  to  fubftitute  paper  for  the 
*  precious 
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precious  metals^  in  interior  commerce,  and  to  employ  the  latter 
in  exterior  commerce,  to  which  the  other  cannot  be  applied. 
This  is  an  expedient  which  has  been  pra6lifed  to  a  great  extent 
in  feveral  commercial  countries,  during  the  prefent  century ; 
but  the  repeated  inftances  of  extraordinary  failures  arifing 
from  the  abufe  of  paper  credit,  .muft  render  it  advifeable  to 
afeertain  previoufly  the  real  foundations  upon  which  fuch  credit 
is  eftabllfhed. 

The  authors  afterwards  proceed  to  make  an  application  of 
their  general  principles  to  the  reciprocal  commerce  of  France 
and  the  United  States*  They  endeavour  to  fhew  that  France 
has  every  means  of  procuring  a  great  commerce,  and  thofc 
which  muft  infure  it  to  her  in  the  United  States ;  that  her  pro- 
duftions  are  proper  for  them ;  and  that  her  particular  interior 
circumftances  oblige  her  to  engage  in  this  commerce.  With 
the  purpofe  of  proving  thefe  aflertions,  they  take  a  view  of  the 
produftions  of  France,  her  induftry,  and  her  geographical  and 
natural  pofition.  They  next  point  out  the  wants  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  productions  of  France  which  correfpond  to 
them  ;  thefe  are  wines,  brandies,  cloths,  linens,  filks,  ribbons, 
filk  ftockings,  gold  and  filver  laces,  &c.  With  regard  to  the 
two  laft  of  thefe  articles  in  particular,  the  authors  feem  to  mea- 
fure  the  wants  of  the  United  States  by  the  ftandard  of  French 
luxury.  Gold  and  filver  laces  neither  fuit  the  genius  of  re¬ 
publican  frugality,  nor  the  prefent  opulence  of  the  Americans, 
But  the  French,  it  is  evident,  will  endeavour  to  corrupt  their 
principles  for  the  fake  of  commercial  advantage. 

The  articles  which  America  may  furnifb,  in  return  for  im¬ 
portations  from  France,  are  afterwards  enumerated  j  and  the 
authors  endeavour  to  perfuade  tlie  people  of  America  that  her 
pofition  ftiould  difpofe  her  to  agriculture.  This  is  a  method  of 
policy  bjr  no  means  peculiar  to  the  exigences  of  the  United 
States  j  It  is  neceflary  to  all  nations  that  would  encourage  po¬ 
pulation  and  induftry.  But  it  is  not  to  be  expefted  that  the 
Americans  will  confine  their  efforts  entirely  to  the  province  of 
agriculture.  They  will  doubtlefs,  as  foon  as  pollible,  endea¬ 
vour  to  cultivate  manufaftures  for  internal  confumption  at  leaft; 
and,  in  proportion  as  thefe  increafe,  their  importations  from 
France  will  decline. 

In  our  account  of  this  work  we  have,  in  conformity  to  whaC 
is  announced  in  the  title-page,  confidered  it  as  the  joint  pro- 
duftion  of  Meflfs.  Etienne  Claviere,  and  J.  P.  Briflbt  de  War- 
ville  ;  but  we  are  not  perfedtly  fatisfied  that  it  has  been  written 
by  thefe  authors  in  conjunction ;  for  the  Confiderations  are 
every  where  prefented  in  the  firft  perfon  fingular.  But  as  it  is 
arguments,  and  not  authorities,  that  we  regard,  the  difeuflion 
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of  this  point  is  a  matter  of  little  importance  to  the  fubjcdt. 
After  all  the  pains  and  interefted  zeal  difcovered  in  this  work, 
it  may  iuftly  be  deemed,  in  a  great  meafure,  a  fuperfiuous  pro- 
<lu£fion ;  for,  where  a  freedom  of  trade  is  eftablifhed,  the  mutual 
wants  of  the  different  nations  will  always  be  found  the  beft,  and 
indeed  the  only  certain  ftandard  for  the  regulation  of  their  traffic, 
both  in  importations  and  exports.  ’ 


?Art.  III.  The  Life  of  Frederick^  Baron  Trenck.  IVritten  by 
I  himfelf  and  tranfated  from  the  German.  i2mo.  2  yols.  5s. 
fewed.  Murray.  London,  1788. 

The  life  of  this  nobleman,  if  what  he  relates  be  authentic, 
and,  from  a  number  of  collateral  circumftances,  a  con- 
fiJerable  (hare  of  credit  feems  due  to  the  narrative,  difeovers . 
ifuch  a  wonderful  intrepidity,  during  a  feries  of  hardfhips*  for 
years,  as  to  border  upon  romance.  He  was  defcended  from  an 
ancient  family  in  Prullia,  and  entered  very  early  into  the  fervice 
of  his  fovereign,  the  late  King  of  Pruffia,  with  whom  his  ta¬ 
lents  foon  made  him  a  favourite.  But  his  career  was  of  fliort 
date ;  imprudence  and  miftaken  pride,  aided  by  the  envy  and 
jcaloufy  of  others,  occafioned  his  downfall,  and  the  calamities  he 
afterwards  fufFcred.  JFIis.crime  at  this^  time  feems  to  have  been  the 
Carrying  on  an  intrigue  with  a  lady  of  very  high  rank  at  the 
Prulfian  court ;  that  intrigue,  and  the  wealth  he  was  by  that 
means  fupplied  with,  drew  upon  him  the  envy  of  the  other 
officers,  aiKl  feems  fir  ft  to  have  given  occafion  to  his  dilpleafing 
idle  king.  He  was,  for  fome  trifling  fault,  put  under  an  arreft; 
and  when  advifed  by  a  nobleman  of  the  court  to  a(k  pardon  of 
his  fovereign,  obftinately  refufed.  This  circumftance,  however, 
^fled  off,  and  he  feems  again  to  have  been  reftored  to  the  fa- 
Tour  ^d  confidence  of  his  maftcr.  ‘  Unfortunately  for  him,  he 
had  a  near  relation  who  was  a  very  famous  partizan  in  the'fer- 
Tice  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  with  whom  the  King  of  Pruffia 
ms  then  at  war.  This  man,  who  was  of  a  deep,  defigning 
ffifpofition,  was  immenfely  rich.  He  advifed  Trenck’s  mother 
tiiat  he  intended  making  her  fon  his  heir.  This  letter  Trenck 
notwithftanding  the  favours  heaped  on  him  by  the  King  of 
rruffia,  not  only  anfwered  with  profeffions  of  thanks,  but  witH 
a  requeft  of  a  prefent  of  fome  Hungarian  hoffes.  '  Shortly 
after,  fome  of  his  horfes  being  taken  by  the  huffab  of 
|this  fubtle  partifan,  were  fent  back,  with  a  note '  that  the 
^uftrian  Trenck  was  not  at  war  with  the  Pru’ffian  Trenck, 
^hefe,  Trenck  accepted,  at  which  the  king  manifeffed  his  dif- 
ijplcafure,  by  receiving  him  coolly,  and -taking  from*  him  a  very 
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fine  horfe  he  had  juft  before  given  to  him.  This  Injudicious 
ftep,  however,  the  king  feems  likewife  fhortly  to  have  forgot. - 
Some  time  after,  the  baron  received  a  letter  mentioning 
having  fent  back  his  horfes  ;  if  he  wanted  feme  Hungarian 
ones  to  try  and  carry  them  off ;  but,  if  he  would  come  and  join 
the  Auftrian  Trencic,  he  fliould  be  received  with  open  arms  like 
a  fon.  Of  this  letter  Trenck  made  a  kind  of  fecret,  fliewing  it 
only  to  two  or  three  perforis  ;  -and  fhortly  after,  his  misfortunes 
commenced.  It  is  ncceffary  to  obferve,  that  an  idea  feems  to 
have  gone  through  the  army  that  the  money  which  was  fo  libe¬ 
rally  turniftied  him  from  his  female  favourite  at  Berlin,  fo  as  to 
enable  him  fo  outvie  in  fplendour  tHe  other  officers,  came  from 
this  partifan.  Without  any  reafon  affi2;ned,  he  was  fud- 
denly  after  lent  under  an  arreft  to' a  fortrefs  on  the  frontiers  of 
Sileua  \  when,  after  in  vain  demanding  a  court-martial  of  the 
king,  he  ufed  every  ftratagem  which  force,  art,  and  bribery 
could  devife,  to  make  his  elcapc,  arid  which  he  at  laft  effeifed 
with  a  Lieutenant  Schell,  who  was  on  guard  over  Kim.  In 
this  officer's  company  he  travelled  between  fix  and  feven  hun-* 
dred  miles  to  the  northern  part  of  Pruflia,  all  along  the  fron¬ 
tiers,  without  money,  and  continually  in  danger  of  being  taken 
hold  of  by  the  Pruflians.  When  arrived  at  his  mother’s,  who 
fupplied  him  with  money,  he  was  advifed  to  go  to  his  relation 
at  Vienna,  which  he  did.  Here  fortune  was  again  adverfe  ,ta 
him,  for  his  relation,  the  partifan,  was  under  confinement,  and 
he  could  get  no  preferment  nor  afliftance.  *  That  court  he 
fhortly  left,  and  went  to  Peterfburgh,  where  he  was  made 
captain  of  dr;^oons.  In  his  way  thither  he  had  very  near  been 
entrapped  at  Dantzick,  by  fome  Pruffian  emiffaries,  who  were 
on  the  watch  for  him.  Another  deep  plot  was  afterwards  laid 
for  apprehending  him  at  Peterlburgh,  which  he  narrowly  efcaped 
by  the  affiftarice  of  the  Englifh  ambaffador.  Soon  after,  his  re¬ 
lation,  the  partifan,  died,  and  left  him  his  whole  fortune.  Trenck 
then  quitted  Ruffia,  and  went  a  fecond  time  to  Vienna,  where 
he  'was  engaged  in  the  labyrinth  of  the  law,  and  not  able  to 

fet  his  inheritance  out  of  the  hands  of  the  executors.  The 
cath  of  his  mother  led  him  a  fecond  time  to  Dantzici:,  where 
he  was  feized  by  the  m^agiftrates,  and  delivered  up  to  the 
Pruffians,  having  been  reprefented  as  come  there  to  make  an 
SLttmpt  on  the  life  of  the  King  of  Priiffia,  who  fhortly  to 
pafs  that  way.  He  was  conveyed  to  Magdeburgh,  vvhere,  with¬ 
out  any  trial,  he  was  loaded  with  chains,  confined  in  a  dun- 
geofl,  kept  on  ^bread  and  w  ater,  and  no  perfon  fuffered  to  con- 
verfe  with  htdl  for  nearly  the  fpace  of  fen  years.  The  ‘many 
furprifing  attempts  he  made  to  efcape,  and  the  feverities  exer- 
cifra  upon  hte  in'confequence  of  thefe  efforts,  compofe  a  great 
‘  *  ■  part 


•iTJr  Life  of  Prederlck  Saron  French 

Alrt  of  his  life.  At  laft,  through  the  interceflion  of.  Prince 
Ferdinand  and  the  Auftrian  court*  he  obtained  his  releafc.  HiS 
fufFcrings,  however,  were  not  yet  at  an  end ;  he  was  efcorted 
out  of  the  Pruffiah  dominions,  and  delivered  up  t6  the, governor 
of  Prague,  who  fent  him  under  a  ^ard  to  Vienna ;  anJ.  fhere, 
but  for  our  couhtryihan  (jcneral  Dalton,  whoj^rocured  bii^ 
his  liberty,  he  had  been  (hut  up  for  life,  as  a  'nudman,  i;i  an 
Auftrian  fortrefs.  He  was,  however,  forced  to  exe^te  a  furrender 
of  the  greateft  part  of  his  relation’s  inheritance,  and  proimife 
not  to  enter  the  capital  of  Auftriai  On  the  demife  of  the  hte 
King  of  Prulfia,  his.prefent  m'ajcfty  gave  him  a  ipallport  to  re-4 
turn  to  Berlin*  and  reftored  him  to  his  eftates  which  had*  beeii 
confifeated.  *  , 

-  Such  are  the  outlines  which  this  extraordinary  man  give* 
us  of  his  lifci  Annexed  to  it  are  two  fhort  ones  of  his  rela-^ 
iioh  Colonel  'Frenck  the  partifan,  and  of  his  friend  Schell,  who 
accompanied  hiin  frbnl  Glatz^  The  life  of  Colonel  Treheje 
(hews  what  great  achievements  valour  will  perform,  and  what 
diabolical  charadlers  are  to  be  met  with  in  fociety;  that  of 
Schell,  what  miferies  an  inordinate  love  of  play  brings  upon 
men,  who,  in  other  refpe£ts,  are  worthy  and  amiable  characters. 
OJ'his  man,  of  a  good  family,  and  not  deftitute  of  talents,  after 
having  had  commiflions  in  different  fervices,  which  his  Ioffes  at 
play  obliged  him  to  refign,  finifhed  his  career  of  life  as  a  pay- 
mafter-lerjeant.  The  letter  which  he  left  on  tlie  table  for 
Baron  Trenck  at  Aix  la  Chapelic,  whom  he  had  come  from 
Italy  on  purpofc_  to.  vifit,  difcovers  a  noble  mind  meriting  a 
better  fate ;  and  may  teach  military  gentlemen,  and  all  others, 
that  the  firft  virtue  under  heaven  is  prudence ;  and  without  it 
every  thing  elfe  is  of  little  avail. 

;  Having  now  given  a  fketch  of  this  performance,  'we  {hall  givo 
extracts  to  enable  the* reader  to  judge  of  the  ftyle  and  expreffiou 
of  this  very  fingular  character,  which  feems*  throughout  manly 
And  nerv  ous : 


•  ‘  No  onc.cver  paffed  the  firft  years  of  his  youth,'  fays  he,  •  in  % 
more  agreeable  or  more  happy  manner  than  I  did  mine  at  Berlin.  I 
could  fill  a  volame  if  I  chofe  to  relate  all  that  happened  to  me,  and 
|A11  the  ftate  affairs  in  which  I  was  concerned.  But  my  own  adven-^ 
tures  will  take  up  room  enough  without  a  mixture  of  any  thing  fo¬ 
reign  to  them;  and  it  would  ill  become  me  to  infert  in  the  fad'hiftory 
of  my  life  anecdotes  worthy  of  a  romance.  It  is  my  ftfew 

myfelf  to  all  Europe  fuch  as  I  am*  It  is  my  wifh  to  give  great 
example,  and  waken  fenfibility  by  a  recital  of  my  misfortunes;  and 
to  ihew  how  my  fatal  deftiny  has  deprived  my  childitn  of 
menfe  fortune.*  .  .  ; 


.  After  he  had  efcaped  from  the  fortrels  of  Glattrwifli  his  ^nd 
Schell,  he  proceeds :  ^  * 
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•  Wc  had  hardly  advanced  a  hundred  yards  when  we  met 
major  with  the  adjutant.  Schell  darted  back,  ran  up  the  ramp^ft^ 
and  jumped  into  the  ditch.  I  followed  him,  and  came  fafe  to  th# 
ground,  with  onlv  a  few  bruifes.  But  my  poor  friend  was  not  fo 
lortunate  ;  he  diilocated  his  foot.  Immediately  he  drew  his  fword, 
prefented  it  to  me,  and  begged  me  to  kill  him,  and  then  make  my 
cfcape  ;  he  was  a  very  weakly  little  man.  '  Far  from  complying  with 
his  requed,  1  took  him  round  the  waift,  threw  him  over  the  pali- 
fadoes,  and  then  taking  him  on  my  back  ran  off,  without  very  weB- 
knowing  whither  I  was  going. 

•  Tlie  fun  had  juft  fet ;  when  we  took  our  flight  a  fliower  of  fleet 
was  falling,  and  nobody  chofe  to  hazard  the  dangerous  leap  we^had 
taken.  Ho^’ever,  we  heard  a  terrible  noife  behind  us,  and  we  were 
known  to  every  body  ;  but  before  the  people  fent  to  purfuc  us  had 
got  out  of  the  citadel,  and  pafled  through  the  town,  we  were 
already  half  a  league  on  our  way.  We  were  hardly  at  a  hundred 
paces  diftance  when  we  heard  the  alarm  guns  fire.  This  frightened 
my  poor  friend  very  much,  becaufe  he  knew  that  in  fach  cafes  it 
was  almoft  impoflible  for  any  one  to  efcape  from  Glatz,  unlefs  he 
had  a  ftart  of  at  leail  two  leagues.  The  paftages  were  at  that  time 
very  ftridlly  guarded,  either  by  the  peafants  or  the  huflars, 

♦  When  1  had  carried  my  friend  about  three  hundred  paces  I  laid 
him  down,  and  looked  round  me;  but  fuch  was  the  darknefs  of  tfip 
night  that  1  could  fee  neither  town  nor  citadel.  It  was  equally  im- 
pofliWe  to  fee  us  from  thence.  My  prefence  of  mind  did  not  forfako 
me  an  inftant ;  and  I  was  refolved  to  die  or  recover  my  liberty# 
Where  are  we,  Schell  ?  faid  I ;  where  is  Bohemia  I  on  which  lidu 
does  the  Neiffen  run  ?  We  have  been  feen,  faid  I,  making  for 'Bo« 
hernia ;  the  frontiers  are  overrun  with  huftars,  whom  we  Ihould 
never  be  able  to  avoid  ;  let  us  therefore  take  another  road.  On 
faying  this,  1  took  him  again  on  mjr  back,  and  carried  him  ftraigbt 
to  the  Neifien.  We  heard  veiy  plainly  the  alarm  bells  ringing  in 
all  the  villages,  and  the  peafants  appointed  to  form  the  line  to  pre¬ 
vent  defertion  running  every  one  to  his  poft.  In  the  mean  time  I 
reached  the  Neiffen,  that  was  then  but  little  frozen  ;  walked  in  with 
my  friend  on  my  back,  and  carried  him  as  long  as  I  found  bottom  ; 
when  I  loft  footing,  which  was  only  for  about  the  diftance  of  fi^c 
yards,  he  took  hold  of  my  hair;  and  in  this  way  wc  got  fafe  to  the 
oppofite  bank.’ 

The  following  extraft  on  the  way  in  which  he  palTed  his  time^ 
and  the  reflexions  he  makes,  we  have  given  to  counter-^ 
aX  the  idea  which  naturally  arifes  in  the  mind,  that  a  man 
loaded  with  irons  for  a  number  of  years,  as  he  was,  and  chainejt 
tx>  a  wall,  could  have  any  thing  human  about  tuiir  befides  the 
mere  form : 

*  By  infenfible  degrees  I  became  accuftomed  to  my  chainsr.  I 
learned  to  comb  my  hair,  and  even  to  tie  it.  As  I  was  never  fliavedr’ 
my  beard  gave  me  a  frightAil  appearance;  and  I  determined  to  pluck 
K  out,  ^  I  fuffered  much  from  operauon  at  firft,  cffpecially  frpoE( 
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At  hairs  round  my  mouth  ;  but>  like  other  things,  it  be^atne  habi- 
<Ual  (  and,  during  the  following  years,  I  never  failed  to  repeat  it 
pace  in  iix  weeks  or  two  months,  I  was  free  from  every  kind  of 
vermin,  the  humidity  of  my  prifon  being,  without  doubt,  unfavour* 
Able  to  their  cxillcnce.  My  limbs  were  prevented  from  fwclling  by 
the  continual  exercise  I  was  careful  to  take,  either  by  jumping  in  my 
.chains  till  I  perfpired ;  or,  when  I  was  freed  from  them,  by  the  diir 
ferent  occupations  in  which  I  paiTed  my  time.  The  darknefs  I  lived 
in  was  the  only  thing  I  could  not  accuflom  myf'If  to  ? 

^  I  had  learnt  too  much,  and  fecn  too  much  of  the  world,  to  by 
without  conftant  fubjeds  for  meditation  ;  the  habit  I  contra£led  of 
thinking,  became  fo  great,  that  1  .compofed  feveral  difeourfes,  fable^ 
-poemsi  and  fatires,  which  I  recited  aloud,  and  which  remained  {q 
deeply  irtprefled  on  my  memory  that,  after  my  deliverance,  I  wat 
able  to  commit  two  v'olames  of  them  to  paper.  * 

*  Thus  employed  in  mental  labour,  without  pen  or  paper,  my 
days, of  fa’TOw  palled  away  with  wonderful  rapidity.  The  concluiion 
pf  my  hidcry  will  prove,  that  I  owed  to  the  cccupadon  I  had  chofen^ 
the  attentions  that  were  (hewn  me  by  feveral  friends,  permiffipn  tp 
write,  light,  and  at  length  lib  ^rty.  The  confolations  1  received  in 
xny  prifon  were  the  fruits  of  the  ardour  with  wiiich  I  had  applied 
myfelf  in  my  youtli  to  the  ftudy  of  the  fclences.  Let  me  therefore 
Advife  ihy  readers  to  employ  their  time  as  ufefuUy  as  I  did  mine,  A» 
every  king  has  it  in  his  power  to  bellow  employments,  honours, .and 
a. fortune,  on  the  man  who  bell  deferves  them,  fo  he  may  take  them 
again  .away,  and  reduce  him  to  his  original  obfeurity.  But  alLtha 
.end^voyrs  of  fovereign  power  .would  be  vain  if  i:  attempted  to  giva 
knowledge  or  an  elevated  foul  to  a  fool,  or  deprive  the  man  of  genius, 
of  his  mental  advantages.  This  is  the  ‘wile  dlfpenfation  of  Provi-^ 
dence,  .which  has  ordained  that  tlie  attainments  which  ,we  owe  to 
ourlelves,  fuch  as  virtue,  knowdedgei  and  a  love  of  labour,  lhall  (till 
be  ours,  in  fpite  of  misfortune;  and  all  the  efforts  of  human  power  f, 
while  all  that  others  give  us,  or  all  that  we  obtain  from  their  weak-* 
nefs,  is  frequently  as  fleeting  as  a  morning  dream. 

Thus,  though  the' power  and  anger  of  Frederick  made  the 
neighbouring  nations  tremble,  and  dellroyed  whole  armies,  yet  could 
he  never  .deprive  me,  in  a  gloomy  dungeon  and  loaded  with  chains, 
.of  my  honour,  my  eafe  of  confciencc,  or  my  fortitude.  I  braved 
his  ineffcdual  efforts.  Supported  by  my  rights,  I  found  in  myfeif 
fufiicient  force  to  refill,  and  at  laft  obtained  a  triumph.* 


\V;ith.  regard  to  the  accuracy  of  the  tranflation  we  can  fay 
but  little,  not  having  the  original  work.  The  language,  how-^ 
^ver,  appears  to  be  nervous  and  fpirited  j  and  in  this  ref{^ft  .it 
ieems  .worthy  of  the  Baron.  There  is  in  this  tranflation  too^ 
what  is  wanting  in  another  recently  publifhcd,  Baron  Trenck^s 
dedication  of  his  work  to  the  fliade  of  Frederick  the  Second; 
the  fehtiments  of  which  are  nmnly,  and  breathe  a  great  fpirit  of  . 
philanthropy,  confidering  the  treatment. he  had  received.  The 
tranflator  fays  hs  has  fuppreffed  all  that  relates  to  the  judicid: 

B  2  proceedings 
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proceedings  between  the  baron  and  the  perfons  who  retained  hiT 
fortune  in  their  hands,  as  thefe  could^  not  be  interefting  to  the 
generality  of  readers,  l^hofe  who  give  a  detail  of  their  mif* 
fortunes  are  not  unfrequently  apt  to  dwell  too  much  upon  what 
is  more  important  to  themfelves  than  the  public.  We  could 
wifti  to  have  given  the  baron’s  account  of  his  fufFeriirigs  during 
his  illnefs,  occafioned  by  the  preffure  of  his  irons  on  different 
parts  of  his  body ;  but  we  have  already  exceeded  our  limits, 
which  we  were  tempted  to  do,  in  order  to  evince  to  our  readers 
that  this  man,  fettered  like  a  favage,  feems  to  have  poffefled  a 
foul  fuperior  to  the .  common^  level  of  mankind ;  that  if  he 
was  not  exempt  from  frailty  and  errors,  he  was  podefledt  in  a. 
fuperior  degree,  of  many  heroic  and  diftingulftied  virtues ;  and 
that  his  memoirs  are  extremely  uncommon  and  interefting. 

Of  this  work  two  other  tranflations  have  appeared ;  one  in 
two  volumes,  price  fix  (hillings  in  boards,  by  an  officer; 
another  in  three  volumes,  price  twelve  (hillings,  fewed,  by 
Mr.  Holcroft. 


Art.  IV.  The  Works  of  the  late  William  Stark^  M.D.  confijling 
of  Clinical  and  Anatomical  Obfervations^  uuith  Experiments 
dietetical  and  Jlaticaly  revifed  and  publijhed  from  his  original 
Manuferipts.  By  fames  Carmichael  Smyth^  M.DmF^R.S. 
Phyfician  Extraordinary  to  bis  Majejiy.  4to.  lOS.  6d.  boards. 
Johnfon.  London,  1788. 

The  clinical  and  anatomical  obfervations  in  this  work  arc 
divided  into  four  parts  ;  the  firflb  of  which  is  allotted  to  the 
difeafes  of  the  ftomach,  inteftines,  and  liver  ;  the  fecond,  to  the 
difeafes  of  the  cheft  ;  the  third  contains  remarks  on  the  morbid 
difpofition  of  the  fluids ;  and  the  fourth  includes  the  difeafes  of 
the  head,  nerves,  and  mufcles,.  ,  In  the  recital  of  thofe  various 
cafes  the  author  firft  deferibes  die,  fymptoms  as  the^  appeared  in 
the  patients,  and  afterwards  the  (late .  of  the  difterent  vifeera, 
elucidated  by  dilleclion.  There  occur  few  cafes  of  any  parti¬ 
cular  importance,  or  of  fuch  as  tend  to  .du  ow  new  light  on  the 
hiftory  and  nature  of  difeafes  ;  but,  in  general,  they  arc  related 
with  precifion,  and  afford  a  ftrong  proof  of  the  author’s  in- 
duftry  in  profecuting  the  attainment  of  knowledge  and  expe¬ 
rience,  by  means  of  ocular  obfervatioh.  We  have  extra<3ed 
the  following  as  an  example  ;  ^he  circumftances  are  hardnefs  of 
the  liver,  and  thinnefs  of  the  bile : 

*  A  man  aged  thirty,  after  a  fever,  became  yellow,  and  conti* 
nued  {q  alnioit  conftantly  for  four  years,  his  colour  being  fenfibly 
deeper  every  tinjo  h^Qaught  cold ;  but,  except  a  flight  loufencfs,  to 

which 
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I  tt^Ich  he  was  now  and  then  fubjedl,  he  had  no  other  remarkable 
complaint  till  three  weeks  before  his  death.  He  was  then  feized 

iwith  third,  fever,  great  pain  in  the  upper  part  of  his  belly,  and  in 
both  hypochondria  ;  a  frequent  cough,  his  breathing  (hort  and  pain¬ 
ful,  his  (kin  and  eyes  of  a  deep  yellow,  his  tongue  clammy,  the 
greater  part  of  it  very  red,  and  one  edge  of  it  covered  with  a  white 
hough  ;  his  belly  was  tenfe  and  fwoln. 

*  On  difl'edlion  the  liver  appeared  large,  and  of  a  dirty  brown 
colour;  it  was  hard  and  uneven  on  its  furface,  which  was  raifed  up 
into  fmall  eminencies  in  clulle’rs.  Externally  it  was  variegated,  dark 
orange  and  dark  green  being  mutually  interpofed.  On  prcfling  the 
gall  bladder,  a  thin  tranfparent  bile,  of  a  deep  green  colour,  was 
forced  into  the  duodenum  ;  no  ftone,  conllridion,  or  other  difeafed 
appearance,  was  found  in  the  gall-duds  or  gall-bladder,  though 
both  were  accurately  examined.  The  omentum  was  - thick  and 
opaqu*',  and  turned  upwards  over  the  llomach  and  liver ;  over  the 
ftomach,  it  was  attached  to  the  diaphragm  at  its  edge ;  over  the  liver, 

;  by  a  brvoad  furface  ;  but  it  did  not  adhere  to  eitlier  of  thole  organs  : 

.:i  the  fmall  intellines  adher  d  by  their  convolutions  to  one  another,  and 

I  to  the  parietes,  being  covered  with  a  kind  of  cellular  fubllance.  In* 

^1  tcrnally  they  were  in  a  found  ftate.* 

I  The  author  appears  to  have  been  no  lefs  attentive  to  the  ope- 
I  I  ration  of  remedies  than  to  the  caufes  and  progrefs  of  difeafes. 
This  is  frequently  evident  from  the  judicious  queries  which  he 
propofes  relative  to  the  method  of  cure  and,  at  other  times^ 
from  the  obfervations  he  had  made  on  the  different  therapeutic 
\  expedients  in  practice.  Of  this  kind  are  the  fubfequent  oBfer- 

\  vations  on  the  effect  of  remedies  employed  in  the  cure  of  difeafes 

i  of  the  cheft  : 


*  In  difeafes  of  .  the  chell  I  have  hardly  ever  obferved  any  certain 
I  good  effeft  from  internal  medicines.  Vinegar  of  fquills  has,  on 

Blome  occafions,  feemed  to  give  relief  to  patienis  affeded  with  cough 
and  difficult  breathing  ;  and  oily  medicines,  or  fpermaccti,  appeared 
almoft  certainly  to  allay,  for  a  (hort  time,  violent  coughing.  But 
the  remedies  which  have  ftill  greater  and  more  lalling  effects,  are 
;  bleeding,  blillers,  and  other  local  difeharges  ;  alfo  fomentations; 

'  Bleeding  is  the  appropriated  remedy  for  a  cough,  and,  except  in  the 
laft  llage  of  confumption,  feldom  fails  to  afford  very  conliderable 
3  relief,  which  fometimes  is  felt  immediately  after  the  operation,  at 

I  other  times  not  till  the  next  day,  or  even  the  third  day  ;  and,  upon 

fomc  occafions,  not  till  after  repeated  bleeding.  This  remedy  is  alfo 
^  of  fervice  in  cafes  of  difficult  breathing,  and  in  pains  ot  the  fide  ; 

!  although,  for  the  latter  complairft,  the  appropriated  remedy  is  a 

Wilier,  which  almoft  conftantly  gives  relief  either  immediatWyor  the 
day  following. 

j  Bliiiers  are  likewife  of  confideraWe  efficacy -in  cafes  of  difficult 
I  breathing  or  hoarfenefs,*  and  fometimes  of  cough:  Setohs  or  iffucs 
I  are  ufeful  in  pains  of  the  chclt ;  and  fomentations  are  of  fervicc  in 
I  pains  occaiioned  by  external  injury.  From  the  early  application  of 

I  B  3  thefo 
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thcfc  remedies,  pains  of  the  fide  frequently,  and  dry  coughs  fome- 
times,  terminate  favourably  ;  but  if  they  are  delayed  for  a  week  or  a 
fortnight,  the  difeafe  docs  not  yield  to  them,  but  feems  to  keep  on  in 
its  natunil  courfe. 

In  cafes  of  cough  with  expefloralion,  and  of  difficult  breathing,  or 
idlhma,  thefe  remedies  feem  to  afford  only  a  very  tranfitory  relief,  and 
to  contribute  but  little  towards  retarding  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
Thofe  diforders,  therefore,  which  are  the  moll  common,  and  the  moft 
fatal  of  any,  are  unfortunately  lealt  under  the  power  of  phyfic.  I  have 
known  good  air  of  fervice  in  fuch  cafes,  after  bleeding  had  failed  to 
tffor  d  even  a  temporary  relief.* 

The  mofl  interefting  parts  of  this  work  are  the  dietetical  and 
ftatical  experiments,  inflituted  by  the  author  with  the  view  of 
afeertaining  the  effects  of  different  kinds' of  food,  taken  likewife 
in  different  quintitles,  'Fhe  fatisficfion  derived  from  thefe 
experiments,  however,  is  greatly  allayed  bv  the  circumftance 
that  they  were  profeciited  v/ith  a  degree  of  rigour  and  perfe- 
verance  which,  tiiough  neceifary  towards  accomplifhing  the  au¬ 
thor’s  defign,  appears  to  have  proved  fatal  to  his  conftitution. 
We  find  him  fometimes  reffricling  himfelf  to  bread  and  water, 
fometimes  to  Hewed  lean  of  beef,  at  other  times  to  flour  and 
fuet,  flour  and  honey,  and  fojnetimes  to  different  combinations. 
The  fiate  of  bis  health,  and  the  quantity  of  the  difeharges, 
through  all  the  viciilitudes  of  diet,  are  particularly  fpecified. 
Dr.  Stalk  was  denrous  of  cftablifhing  as  a  fadt,  that  a  pleafant 
and  varied  diet  is  equally  conducive  to  health  with  a  more  ftridt 
and  fimple  one.  His  experiments,  however,  are  not  decifivc 
on  thfs  fubjecl  \  and  there  is  little  reafon  to  expect  that,  with 
fuch  an  inftance  in  view  of  a  palpable  martyrdom  to  dietetical  dif- 
quifitions,  they  will  ever  be  fartlier  profecuted  by  thofe  who  have 
a  regard  for  the  prefervation  of  health.  But  while  his  condudt, 
in  this  refpedt,  will  probably  be  avoided  by  future  inquirers,  his 
Example,  in  others  pertaining  to-  the  improvement  of  medical 
knowledge,  is  worthy  of  imitation, 

.  Dr.  Stark’s  father,  we  are  told,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  his 
mother  of  Scotland,  but  he  himfelf  was  born  at  Birmingham. 
Of  the  latter  part  of  his  life  \ve  meet  with  the  following 
account : 

f  Having  finllhed  his  fludles  at  Edinburgh,  he  came  to  London  in 
the  year  1765,  and  now  devoted  himfelf  entirely  to  the  ffudy  of 
phyfic  ;  and,  locking  upon  anatomy  as  one  of  the  principal  pillars 
of  the  art,  he  endeavoured  to  complete  with  Dr.  Hunter  what  he 
had  begun  with  Dr.  Monro,  and  acquired,  under  this  eminent  pro- 
feffor,  that  perfe*^  anato>nical  knowledge  which  appears  in  all  his 
dilTecllons.  He  likewife  entered  himfelf  a  pupil  at  St.  George’s 
hofpltal ;  and  difgulled,  as  he  has  often  told  me,  with  the  inaccuracy 
or  want  of  candour  of  the  generality  of  pradical  winters,  he  deter¬ 
mined 
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temincd  to  obtain  an  acquaintance  with  difeafes  at  a  better  fchool, 
and  under  an  abler  mafter  ;  and  to  have,  from  his  pwn  experience,  a 
ftandard  by  which  he  might  judge  of  the  experience  of  others.  With 
what  indullry  he  profecuted  this  plan,  and  with  what  fuccefs  his  la¬ 
bours  were  crowned,  we  may  form  fome  judgment  from  the  Ipccimen 
now  offered  to  the  public. 

‘  Whilft  attending  the  hofpital,  he  was  alfo  employed  In  making  ex¬ 
periments  on  the  blood,  and  other  animal  fluids ;  and  likewife  in  a 
courfe  of  experiments  on  chemical  pharmacy,  which  are  iKll  extant, 
and  give  the  ftrongeft  evidence  of  his  accuracy  and  diligence ;  but 
whether  they  are  of  importance  enougli  to  be  prefented  to  the  public, 

1  have  not  yet  had  leifure  to  afeertain. 

‘  In  the  year  1767  he  graduated  at  Leyden,  and  publifhed  an 
inaugural  diflertation  on  the  dyfentery.  On  his  return  to  London 
Jie  recommenced  his  fludies  at  the  hofpital ;  and,  in  June  1769,  be¬ 
gan  his  Experiments  on  Diet,  to  which  undertaking  he  was  greatly 
encouraged  by  Sir  John  Pringle  and  Dr.  Franklin,  whofe  friendihip 
he  then  enjoyed,  and  from  whom  he  received  many  hints,  both  as  to 
the  plan,  and  afterwards  .in  the  execution  of  his^  defign.  I'hefe  ex¬ 
periments, , or  rather  the  imprudent  zeal  with  which  he  profecuted  » 
them,  proved  in  the  end  fatal  to  himfelf ;  at  leaf!:,  fuch  was  ^he  ge¬ 
neral  opinion  of  his  friends  at  the  time  ;  but,  in  my  mind,  and  I 
fpcak  from  an  intimate  knowledge  of  his  ciiarader,  other  caufes, 
particularly  chagrin  and  difappointment,  had  no.fmall  lharc  in  bring¬ 
ing  about  this  event.  Dr.  Stark  was  much  more  converfant  with 
books  than  with  men  ;  pofleifn  g  great  iirmnefs  and  dignity  of  mind 
himfelf,  with  uncommon  fimplicity  of  manners,  he  was  ill  prepared 
for  the  cold  prudence,  the  time-ferving  meannefs,  or  the  bafe  du¬ 
plicity  which  lie  met  with  in  others.  He  had  not  yet  learned  in  the 
great  fchool  of  .the  world,  a  leilbn  which  all  young  and  ingenuous 
minds  receive  at  firfl_with  iudignatioiv  viz.  that  genius  or  talents 
avail  nothing,  when  oppofed  to  interefl  or  to  fadlion.  Nor  had  he 
yet  made  the  obfervatidn  of  Figaro,  equally  applicable  to  all  ages 
and  to  all  countries,  .  . 

le  /avoir  faire^  *vaut  mieux  qiie  le  /avoir.  * 

But  if  Dr.  Stark  may  by  fome  be  reckoned  unfortunate  in  having 
been  cut  off  at  an  early  period  of  life,  and  before  he  had  obtained 
that  eminence  and  diltindlion  to  which  his  talents  and  application 
entitled  him,  he  was  peculiarly  fortunate  in  what  is  infinitely^  more* 
valuable,  lii  his  life  was  fhort,  it  had  at  leali:  been  fpent  in  the  inoft 
agreeable,  as  well  as  mod  uieful  of  all  purfuils,  the  purfuit  of  know- 
JeJge.  If  he  did  not  accumulate  wealth,  he  preferved  his  indepen  - 
dence.  If  he  did  not  obtain  the  vain  praife  of  the  world,  he  had 
the  fufFrage  of  the  wife  and  good,  the  praife  that*.s  worth  ambition. 

He  enjoyed  the  high  fatisfadlioa,  laudari  au  laiidatis  viris,  and  a  Hill 
higher  fatisfa;llioii  in  the  confeioufnefs  of  having  always  acted  his  part 
with  integrity  and  honour  ;  and,  in  his  laft  moments,  might  have 
juitly  conlbled  himfelf  with  the  magnanimous  reflediou  of  the  im¬ 
mortal  Tycho,  Non  inutilis'vixi. 

Hi 
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!t4  Addrcfs  to  the  Senior  Qap  of  Student^^ 

*  For  thofe  who  wiih  to  know  his.perfon,  lihall  tranferJbe  the 
account  he  himfclf  gives  of  it,  at  the  beginning  of  his  Experimentt 
on  Diet,  The  perfon,”  fays  he,  “  upon  whoin  thefe  experiments 
arc  tried,  is  a  healthy  man,  about  tvventy-nine  years  of  age,  fix  feet 
high,  fioutly  made,  but  not  corpulent,  of  a  florid  complexion,  with 
red  hair.*’ 

?  T'he  characler  of  his  mind,  which  is  infinitely  more  valuable, 
I  (hall  not  pretend  to  delineate ;  but  thofe  who  were  beft  acquainted 
with  his  merit  will  not  think  that  1  apply  improperly  to  him  what  was 
formerly  faid  by  Sallufl  of  one  of  the  greatell  and  bed  of  the  Koman 
citizens.  Non  divitiii  cian  dinjitty  neque  faStiono  cum  fadio/oy  fed  cum 
frenuo  ^Hvtutey  cum  modejio  fudorgy  cum  it\nocer^tc  abpintniia  certahat ; 
quam  ^jideriy  bonus  maUhat^ 

In  the  publication  of  this  volume  Dr,  Carmichael  Smyth  has 
acquitted  himfelf  both  as  a  judicious  editor  and  affectionate 
friend, 

— l■ll,n■l,p^l  I,  1.  ..  ■■n.M  ■■■■r-  L  m  ■I.  ■ 

Art,  V.  An  Addrefs  to  the  Senior  Clafs  of  Students  who  were 
to  reeeive  the  Decree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts^  and  leave  the  College^ 
Sept.  23,  1787.  By  fohn  lVitherfpoonj  D,D.  LL,D.  Pre^ 
fkient  of  the  College  of  New  ferfey.  Paifley  :  reprinted  by 
Peter  McArthur. 


author,  in  an  advertifement  prefixed  to  this  Addrefs,  in-p» 
*  forms  us  that  it  had  been  the  cuftom  in  the  collecje  of  New- 
jerfey^  frpm  its  firft  eftablifhment,  for  the  prefident  to  addrefs  a 
particular  exhortation  to  the  fenlor  ftudents  every  year,  •  who 
were  to  leave  college  ;  but  that  laff  year  he  thought  it  proper  to 
make  a  colleftion  or  fummary  of  all  the  advices  that  had  been 
given  to  the  young  gentlemen  for  their  condudf  in  life,  in  dif¬ 
ferent  years,  under  diftinft  heads,  in  order  that  they  might  be 
publifhed ;  and  that  he  was  the  more  induced  to  this  that  Teyeral . 
inftances  had  happened  of  gentlemen  who  fignified,”  as  the 
writer  tells  us,  Aat  they  thought  th^ey  had  received  advanr 
‘‘  tage  in  many  fituations,  \)y  recbllefting  the  advices  given 
them  at  their  graduation  for  thpir  cpndudl  in  Jife.^’ 

The  addrefs  confifts  of  three  parts  :  the  firft  contains  obr 
fervations,  as  our  author  exprefles^  himfelf,  on  your  duty  to 
God  the  fccond,  on  the  profecution  of  your  ftudies 
and  the  third,  on  prudence  in  your  commerce  with  the 
w^orld,”  &c; 

We  own  we  have  been  difappointed'  in  this  addrefs.  When 
we  heard  that  the  legiflator  in  a  new  ftate,  and  one  who  had 
been  a  leading  inftrument  in  a  great  revolution,  exhibited  him-i 
felf  to  the  public  as  an  inftruftor  of  youth,  we  expelled  fome- 
^hing  ftrikihg,  and 'appropriated  bo^  in  matter  a;id  manner.  The 

^matter 


jfJJrefs  to  the  SenUr  Clafs  of  Stu^entSy  c.  S$ 

matter  difplays  nothing  new,  nor  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  un-. 
ufual  circumKanccs  of  the  addreffor’s  fituation.  The  Addrefs^ 
in  this  refpef^,  might  have  been  delivered  with  as  much  pro¬ 
priety  before  an  audience  of  Paifley  weavers  as  before  ‘‘  the 

rifing  hope’"  of  a  new  nation.  Nor,  in  general,  is  there  any 
thing  animated  or  interefting  in  the  manner  of  this  addrefs. 
On  the  head  of  religion,  in  particular,  where  we  expelled  much 
warmth  and  energy,  everything  is  cold,  lame,  and  fometimes 
peevifh.  The  pallage  in  the  .whole  performance  which  feems  to 
us  the  mod  diftinguiflied,  and  which  indeed  contains  fome 
ftriking  obfervations,  occurs  (we. know  not  why)  in  the  fecond 
part,  where  the  author  treats  of  charaider  and  reputation.  We 
(hall  fclect  it,  therefore,  for  the  entertainment,  and  even  im¬ 
provement  of  our  readers : 

*  True  religion  (hould  fumlfh  you  with  a  higher  and  nobler  prin¬ 
ciple  to  govern  your  conduct  than  the  defire  ot  applaufe  from  men* 
Yet,  in  Tubordination  to  what  ought  to  be  the  great  purpole  of  life, 
the  approbation  of  the  Supreme  Judge,  there  is  a  jult  and  laudable 
ambition  to  do  what  is  praife -worthy  among  men. '  This  ought  not 
to  be  extinguifhed  in  the  minds  of  youth,  being  a  powerful  fpur  and 
incitement  to  virtuous  or  illuilrious  aflions.  A  truly  good  man  will 
feek  r.o  praife  but  by  honed  means ;  and  will  be  fupenor  even  to  dif- 
grace  itfclf,  if  brought  upon  him  by  adherence  to  his  duty.  Yet  will . 
be  alfo  be  tender  and  careful  not  to  pve  juft  caufc  to  any  to  impeach 
his  condufl.— You  ought  alfo  to  be  informed  that,  notwithflanding  all 
the  hacknied  complaints  of  the  partiality  and  cenforioufnefs  of  the 
world,  a  man’s"  real  charafter,  in  point  of  ability,  is  ne^er  miftaken, 
and  but  feldom  in  . point  of  morals.  That  there  are  many  malicious 
and  cenforious  perfons,  I  agree  ;  but  Ijcs  are  not  half  fo  durable  as 
truth.  There  is^ah  impartiality  in  a  diffufive  public  which  will  (hew 
itfelf  where  means  of  information  are  afforded  to  it.  Therefore 
reverence  the  judgment  of  mankind,  without  idolizing  It.  Be  as 
cautious"  as  poflible  to  do.  nothing  that  deferves  cenlure,  and  as 
little  concerned  as  poflible  what  reproaches  may  fall  upon  you  un- 
jdefc'rvcd.  It  is  not  a  con  tradition,  but  perfedly  confident,  to. fay, 
a  man  ft)Ould  be  tender,  and  even  jealous,  of  his  charafter,  and  yet 
not  greedy  of  praife.  There  is  an  amiablenefs  and  dignity  in  tho 
firft,  but  a  meannttfs  and  littlenefs  in  the  laft.*^ 

This  is  by  far  the  beft  fjiecimen  of  the  performance  befpre 
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Art.  VI.  Buggtadosy  Liber  Unicus.  Carmen  Maccheronicunti 
-  jfutore  CracoWy  Comite  Polonico.  4to.  9s.  Shaw.  Lon¬ 
don,  1788. 

^T^HAT  fpecies  of  humour,  the  Maccaronic  Poem,  was  in- 
^  vented  in  Italy,  where,  and  in  France,  it  has  been  cultivated 
with  fome  fuccefs.  In  Britain  it  is  little  known.  Drummond 
Hawthornden’s  Polenia  Mtddhua  is  the  only  remarkable  ex¬ 
ample  ;  which,  thouo;h  a  piece  of  exquifite  clrollcry  to  the  au¬ 
thor’s*  countrymen,  IS  almoft  totally  unintelligible  to  Englifh 
Latinlfts.  Of  that  piece  the  Buggiad  is  a  manifeft  imitation. 
Drummond,  thcfligh  his  fceiie  and  fubjecl  be  fomewhat  dirty,  yet, 
as  was  laid  of  Virgil,  tofles  his  dung  with  an  air  of  dignity: 
Authors  of  every  denomination  are,  by  our  prefent  learned  poet, 
reprefented  under  the  ludicrous  imagery  of  bugs,  fleas,  and  lice. 
They  are  engaged  in  a  general  battle ;  the  commanders-in-chief 
being,  on  one  fide,  the  Rev,  Dr.  Prieftley ;  and,  on  the  otherj 
Mr.  Colman  of  the  Haymarket  theatre.  \  arious  heroes  traverfe 
the  bloody  field,  whom  the  poet  charadterifes  with  bold  if  liot  dif- 
triminating  touches . 

- - — — Geomctilcal  Hutton, 

Atque  heavy  brainM  Gillies,  and  the  reverend  Arthur  O’Leary, 
Tragicomic  Jephfon,  et  weak  Dicky  Cumberlandus ; 

Atque  alter  faplens  blockhead,  the  deep  Jemie  Beattie, 

Et  Johnny  Duncanus,  than  whom  a  ftupidcr  unquam 
Nuilibi  crawlavit  Louflus,  with  thick  Willy  Thompfon, 

Et  miy  Joe  Warton,  Regis  qui  ticklitat  aures/ 

Heroines  too  are  engaged  in  this  inglorious  war.  MefdameS 
Inchbald,  Cowley,  Seward,  More,  and  Yearfley  appear,  with  a 
ferocity  difgraceful  to  their  fex  and  reputation,  ufing  poifoned 
weapons,  and  the  language  of  Billingfgate.  The  extraordinary 
battle  at  length  concludes  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  Sir 
John  Hawkins,  with  the  five  ponderous  volumes  of  his  hif- 
tory  of  mufic,  overwhelms  and  maflics  into  mummy  the  whole 
of  the  combatants. 


Art.  VII.  Emmeliney  the  Orphan  of  the  Cajile.  By  Charlotte 
Smith,  In  Four  Volumes^  l2mo.  J2S.  boards,  Cadell. 
London,  1788. 

•T^-HE  reputation  which  this  lady  acquired  by  her  Sonnets,  far 
^  from  fuffering  diminution,  will  be  increafed,  in  no  flight 
degree,  by  the  prefent  work.  Wc  confidcr  the  compofition  of 
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'  Emmettne^  the  Orphan  sfthc  Cajllc. 

%  nood  novel  as  a  more  difficult  and  glorious  achievement  in  li¬ 
terature  than  the  turning  of  a  thoufand  fonnets,  however  flowing 
and  fencifu!.  To  write  a  few  fmooth  lines,  conveying  an  Hn- 
genious  thought,  or  beautiful  image,  is  often  only  the  trifling 
exertion  of  a  trifling  mind  ;  but  to  create^  to  form  an  epic  fable, 
to  paint  adion  and  life,  requires  the  vigorous  efforts  of  a  mafter- 
fpirit. 

Charlotte  Smith,  after  tripping  not  ungracefully  among  the 
ftrubbery  of  ParnafFus,  has  attempted  to  tread  the  more  elevated 
and  arduous  paths  of  the  mountain,  and  done  it,  fo  far,  with 
fuccefs.  I'hc  ftory  of  her  novel  is  interelling  without  per¬ 
plexity  ;  the  characters  are  varied  without  ftudied  oppofition, 
and  marked  without  extravagance.  She  feems  to  aim  at  natural 
ftrokes  of  charaSter^  not  bizarre  dallies  of  caricatura.  Her  mo¬ 
rality  is  pure,  and  highly  inftrudlive.  The  pathetic  tale  of 
Adelina,  deferves  particular  praife,  as  an  epifode  fkilfully  inter¬ 
woven  with  the  main  fubjeil,  as  a  powerful  antidote  to  the 
poifon  of  Cbc/lerfi:!difjn^'Znd  as  being  managed  with  a  happy  de¬ 
licacy,  w’hich,  wc  are  forry  to  fay,  is  rarely  to  be  found  on  fuch 
occaiiojis  in  the  produ£tions  of  female  pens.  The  fprinklings 
of  poetry  in  this  work  wdll  not  be  thought  its  lead  valuable  or¬ 
naments.  Our  reader?,  we  are  perfuaded,  wdll  thank  us  for  ex- 
traCliiiiT  tlie  followinix  beautiful  fonnet: 

w  O 

‘  Far  on  the  lands,  the  low,  retiring  tide. 

In  diftant  murmurs  hardly  feems  to  flow, 

And  o’er  the  world  of  waters,  blue  and  wide. 

The  fighing  fummer  wind  forgets  to  blow. 

As  finks  the  day- liar  itv  the  rofy  Weft, 

The  filent  w'ave  with  rich  reflection  glows ; 

Alas!  can  tranquil  nature  give  me  reft. 

Or  fccncs  of  beauty  footh  me  to  repofe? 

Can  the  foft  luftre  of  the  fleeping  main. 

Yon  radiant  heaven,  or  all  creation’s  charms, 

Erafe  the  written  troubles  of  the  brain,*’ 

Which  memory  tortures,  and  which  guilt  alarms  t 
Or  bid  a  bofom  tranfient  quiet  prove. 

That  bleeds  with  vain  remorfe,  and  unextinguifli’d  love’/ 

The  ftyle  of  this  novel  is  of  the  middle  fort,  not  at  all  laboured^ 
not  even  much  pqlifhed,  but  exhibiting  few  offences  againft  gram¬ 
matical  propriety.  Some,  however,  there  are,  which,  in  a  future 
edition,  may  be  corrected.  The  relative  pronoun  fometimes  ap¬ 
pears  in  a  wrong  cafe.  ^  Summonfing’*  is  ufed  for  “  fummon- 
ng and  an  incident  of  the  ftory  happened  ‘‘  in  one  of  the  fineft 
mornings  of  an  April  day.”  We  do  not  remember  having  ob- 
ferved  in  April,  or  indeed  in  any  other  month,  a  day  with  more 
mornings  than  one. 


•^HIS  is  the  laft  volume  of  Mr.  Bell’s  Syftem  of  Surgery, 

.  and  is  executed  with  much  care,  perfpicuity,  and  judgment. 
It  contains  an  accurate  account  of  the  various  kinds  of  fradlures, 
and  luxations,  with  the  method  of  treating  them,  preceded  by 
general  obfervations  drawn  from  experience  and  a  contemplation 
of  the  fubjeits.. 

Mr.  Bell  gives  a  more  favourable  prognofis  of  fractures  of  the 
patella  than  mod  other  furgical  writers ;  and  we  believe  that  his 
oj^inion  concerning  the  ftiffnefs  that  fuccecds  the  cure  of  fuch  a 
fnu2;ure  is,  in  many  cafes,  well  founded.  In  fractures  of  the 
patella,”  he  fays, 

•  We  are  in  general  defired  to  make  a  very  guarded  prognofis ;  at 

by  moft  writers  upon  this  Aibjeft,  it  is  faid  that  they  almoft  conllantly 
terminate  in  a  llifF  joint,  owing,  as  is  fuppofed,  to  the  callus  forming 
in  too  great  quantity,  and  to  its  finding  accefs  to  the  cavity  of  the 
joint.  I  have  not  tbund,  hovvever,  that  fradlures  of  this  bone  are 
fo  apt  to  produce  .ftiff  joints  as  we  are  led  to  expect.  In  different 
inftances  which  I  have  had  of  them,  fcarcely  any  degree  of  ftiffnefs 
remained  in  any  of  them  after  three  or  four  months  ;  and  when  any 
permanent  affedion  of  this  kind  does  take  place,  I  cannot  imagine 
that  it  proceeds  from  fuperabundancy  of  callus,  as  the  quantity 
which  fuch  a  fmall  bone  will  afford,  muft  be  extremely  trifling.  It 
rather  feems  to  originate  from  the  inflammation  with  which  thefe 
fraftures  are  ufually  accompanied  affeding  the  internal  parts  of  the 
joint ;  or  from  the  knee  being  kept  too  long  in  an  extended  immove¬ 
able  pofture.  From  a  dre  id  of  feparating  the  fraftured  parts  of  the 
bfihe  before  they  are  firmly  united,  tlie  leg  is  ufually  preferved  invan 
extended  pofture  for  fix,  eight,  or  perhaps  ten  weeks ;  a  much  longer 
period,  than  is  neceffary,  and  by  which  alone  even  the  foundeft  joint 
would  be  apt  to  become  ftiff  and  immoveable/  •  . 

.  'The  following  remarks  relative  to  the  fame  fracdure  mufl: 
afford  encouragement  both  to  patients  and  practitioners  :  ’ 

*  In.  a  longitudinal  fradure  of  the  patella  this  is  eafily  accom* 
pliihed  ;  for. in  this  diredion  we  meet  with  little  refi (lance  in  repjac-. 
big  them,  and  they  are  cafily  retained  with  very  moderate  preflure, 
ciSier  with  the  common -uniting  bandage,*  or  .with  flips  of  leather 
forcaij  with  glue  or  adheftve  plafler.  -  Butrin,  tradfverfe.fradures  of 
ihis'bonc,  as  that  portion  of  it  conneded  with  the  extenfor  naufcles  of 
the  thigh  is  <i\H  to  be  drawn  forcibly  upwards^  we  cannot  always  re¬ 
place  it ;  6r,*  if  this  is  pradicable,  it  cannot  always  be  retained  in 
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Confaft  with  the  inferior  portion  but  by  a  force  that  would  excit* 
pain,  fwelling,  and  inflammation.  .  ” 

‘  It  Is  a  fortunate  circumllance,  however,  that  it  is  not  abfolutely 
Bcccffary  to  a  complete  cure  that  the  different  pieces  of  bone  b‘e  kept 
in  exadt  contafl.  Where  it  can  be  eafily  done,  it  ought  always  to  b* 
put  in  pradlice  ;  but  I  know,  from  the  lefult  of  feveral  cafes  where 
was  imprafticable,  that  a  cure  may  be  obtained,  and  the'  ioint  be 
equally  firm  and  ufefiil  as  it  was  before,  even  although  the  ^^arated 
portions  of  bone  cannot  be  brought  within  an  inch  of  each  other.  Wo 
fhould  not  therefore  be  very  anxiOus  about  this ;  and  inltead  of  ufing 
much  force  for  the  purpofc  of  drawing  the  bones  into  clofe  contaff,*no 
more  fhould  be  employed  than  the  patient  can  bear  with  j>crfc^t 
eafe.* 

It  has  been  generally  fuppofed  that  the  ribs  cannot  be  diflo-. 
cated  ;  upon  the  prefumption  that,  as  they  arc  connetSfed  with  the 
vertebrre  by  very  ftrong  ligaments,  they  will  break  before  they 
yield  at  the  joints.  We  think,  however,  with  Mr.  Bell,  that 
there  is  a  pollibility  of  their  being  diflocated  inwards  ;  but  the 
fadl  is  put  beyond  all  doubt  when  he  informs  us  that  it  has  been 
proved  by  diffeftion  after  death.  ^ 

In  the  ftiflFnefs  of  a  joint,  depending  on  a  contradled  ftate  of 
the  mufcles  and  tendons  that  ferve  to  move  it,  Mr.  Bell  recom* 
mends  the  diligent  ufe  of  emollient  applications  : 

‘  Where  a  limb  is  diftorted  from  a  ftiff  contrafted  ftate  of  the 
mufcles  and  tendons  which  belong  to  it,  a  free  ufe  of  emollients,  vvuh 
a  moderate  gradual  extenfion,  is  the  remedy  from  which  1  have  de¬ 
rived  moft  advantage,  and  which  never,  in  any  inftance,  does  harm. 
Thofe  w'ho  have  not  been  in  the  pra6lice  of  iifing  emollients  for  this 
purpofe,  may  imagine  that  they  will  not  penetrate  to  tlw  depth.of  the 
mufcles.  and  tendons ;  and  when  I  firll  employed  them  I  mull  owa 
that  I  did  not  expedl  they  were  to  do  fo  in  any  remarkable  degree ; 
but  as  I  did  not  know  any  other  remedy  that  was  likely  to  lubricate 
fo  effeftually  parts  that  were  become  ftiff,  I  was  refolved  to  give  them 
a  complete  trial ;  and  1  was  foon  convinced  that  the  moll  beneficial. 
effe£ls  might  be  expelled  from  them.  In  a  former  publication  I  hail 
occafion  to  mention  this  ;  and  fince  that  period  various  opportunities 
have  occurred  of  employing  the  fame  remedy  with  advantage. 

.  *  In  order,  however,  to  gain  this  end  emollient  applications. muft 
be  ufed  in  a  very  ample  manner.  All  the  contrafled  mufcles  and 
tendons,  from  their  origins  to  their  infertions,  mud  be  well  rubbed 
with  die  emollient  we  are.  to  employ  for  at  lead  half  an  hour  three 
times  a-day  ;  and  the  limb  fhould  be  kept  conftantly  moift  with,  or, 
as  it  were,  immerfed  in,  the  emollient,  by  being  covered  with  flannel 
well  foaked  in  it  at  every  repetition  of  the  friflions.  Wiile  the  fric¬ 
tions  are  applying,  the  limb  fhould  be  flowly,  though  firmly,  extended 
to  as  great  a  degree  as  the  patient  can  eafily  bear;  and  the  inftru^ 
nient  reprefented  in  Plate  LXXIX  fig.  i,  may  be  afterwards  applied, 
Ui  order  to  prevent  the  mufcles  from  contracting. 
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^  It  IS  neceflkry,  however,  to  remark  that  the  extetfiion  iQioUld  ft()t 
be  made  auickly ;  by  doing  fo,  much  mifehief  has  been  often  pro^ 
duced,  ini^uch  that  joints  have  become  pained  and  inflamed,  where 
there  was  not  previoufly  any  other  difeafe  than  lUifnefs  of  the  flex^ 
jnafcles ;  while  it  may  be  done  with  the  utmoft*  fafety  in  the  flow 
gradual  manner  1  have  mentioned.  In  the  one  way,  indeed,  fevera} 
months  may  be  required  for  effe^ling  what  a  greater  force  might  ac- 
complilh  in  as  many  weeks ;  but  the  latter  muil  always  be  attended 
with  pain  and  hash'd,  wlule  with  the  otlier  .we  proceed  witli  eafe  and 
iafety. 

'  Even  where  exteniion  is  not  neceflary,  the  efFe<f\s  of  emollients 
arc  often  confpicuous.  ^We  frequently  meet  with  ftifF  joints,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  ancle,  without  any  contradion  or  diftortion  of  the  limb. 

In  this  cafe,  emollients  alone,  if  duly  perfilled  in,  will  commonly  ,  an - 
fwer  the  purpofe  of  relaxing  them. 

‘  Every  kind  of  greafy  application  will  be  ufeful  here  ;  but  animrfl 
fats  prove  more  relaxing  than  vegetable  oils.  The  greafe  of  geefe 
,  and  ducks  and  other  fowls  anfwers  well;  alfo  hogs-lard,  and  the  oil 
obtained  from  boiling  recent  bones  of  beef  and  mutton  in  water. 
Butchers  ufually  keep  this  oil  in  quantities;  when  properly  prepared, 
it  is  quite  pure  and  tranfparent,  and  has  no  fmcll.* 

With  refpeef  to  the  amputating  of  a  limb,  to  prevent  the 
progrefs  of  a  mortification,  Mr.  licll  is  far  from  acquiefeing  in 
the  flattering  exj^dtations  entertained  by  fome  praftitioners.  He 
affirms,  that,  fo  far  as  his  observation  goes,  it  is  an  expedient 
fraught  with  danger,  and  ought  univerfally  to  be  abolilhcd. 
For,  however  attentive  the  furgeon  may  be  in  amputating  at  a 
part  .of  the  limb  which  appears  to  be  found,  ‘even  the  moil  ex¬ 
perienced  practitioner  will’  be  liable  to  be  deceived.  The  fkin 
may  be  perfectly  found,  and  may  be  free  from  pain,  infl.amma 
tion,  and  fwelling,  and  yet  the  dccp-fcated  mufcles,  and  other 
parts  contiguous  to  the  bone,  may  be  in  a  ftate  of,  gangrene. 
Of  this  he  has  feen  difFcrent  inftanccs;  But  even  wdicre  the 
whole  divided  parts  arc  found  to  be  altogether  found,  if  the 
operation  is  performed  .while  mortification  is  advancing,  the  dif 
cafe  fcarcely  ever  foils  of  feizing  the  ftump ;  at  lealt,  he  never 
knew  an  inftance  of  the  contrary.  Our  author’s  obfervatiou  on  | 
this  (ulyeCt  is  confirmed  by  that  of  the  moft  eminent  ^modern  | 
lurgeons. 

For  preventing  or  diminifhing  pain  in  chinirgical  operationa 
fiarcotics  are  the  general  rcfource.  But  as  medicines  of  this 
kind,  when  given  in  fuch  large  dofes  as  .to  produce  thefe  efFefts, 
are  apt  to  induce  ficknefs  and  vomiting,  Mr.  Bell  informs  us 
that  he  feldom  ventures  on  giving  them  before  an  operation- 
In  general  they  prove  mod  ufeful  when  given  immediately  after, 
when  they  very  commonly*  alleviate  that  pungent  forenefc  of 
whid^'patients  at  this'jtimc  ufudly,complain  ;  and  by  .continiring 
#0  <give  them  in  adequate  dofes  from  time  to  time,  we  are  often 

enabled 
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^ENIUS  never  appears  to  more  advantage  than  whe^n 
^  exerted  in  the  caufe  of , philanthropy.  The  object  of  tjiis 
little,  but,  'in  our  opinion,  valuable  performance,  as  its  authoQj 
niodeftly  declare  In  their  preface,  is,  To  recommend  juft  priiici- 
j^les  of  aftion  in  the  lowcft  rariks  of  life  in  country  villages,  an4 
powerfully  to  imprefs  thefe  upon  the  moft.fcnfible  hearts. by  thf 
exhibition  of  a  diftinguUhed  portion  of  happinefs,  flowing  from 
a  right  and  orderly  conduct,  placed  in  a  diredl  and  ftriking  con**' 
trail  with  extreme  wretchednefs  confequent.  upon  a  vicious*.aiid 
diforderly  one.*  ^  • 

X  An  intention  fo  laudable  would  almoft  apologife  for  medi-i 
ocrity  of  execution.  But  no  fuch  apology  is  here  neceffary** 
The  contrafted  narrations  are  conftrudted  with  a  degree. of  in¬ 
genuity  which  renders  them  in  no  flight  meafure  interefti^,' 
The  reader  will  find  many  pathetic  pafTages,  and  not  a  few 
the  humourous  call.  We  confider  the  .etchings,  which  are  lijf 
no  means  void  of  exprefhon,  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  book^ 
tending,  to  fix  the  more  diftinguifhed  feenes  indelibly  on  jth« 
youthful  fancy.  In  the  eye  of  a  moralift  thofe  uraperfe^ 
iketches  are  of  higher  account  than  the  finiflied  pncxiu6lioos  of 
niany  a  c<q)ital  artiil,  in  which  nothing  can  be  found  to  ufiprotv 
the  hearty  and  perhaps  much* to  deprave  it* 

TU 
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enabled  to  keep  Ae  patient  eafy  and  comfortable,  till  rcKef  is 
obtained  by  the  formation  of  matter,  or  by  the.yremoval  of  that 
inf  ammatory  tenfiorj  which  ufually  acconqjaiiios. every  capital 

operation.  '  •  ^ 

In  a  fubfequent  chapter  of,  Ae  prefent  volume  the. author  de¬ 
lineates  the  inftrumeius  ufujly  •  enjployed  in  midwifery;  and 
deferibes  two  operations  which,  though  immediately  pertaining 
to  this  department,  are  yd  more  frequently  performed  by  tha 
furgeon  than  the  accoucheur  5  namely^  tlie  Caefarean  operariqn^ 
and  the  divifion  of  the  fyniphyfis  pubis.  Separate  chapters  arc 
likewife  allotted  to  the  opening  of  dead  bodies,*  embalming,  anti 
bandages  ;  on  all  which  fubjed:s  the  author^s  dire<2ions  are  clear 
and  praftical.  The  volume*  is  accompajiied  with,  a  numher  ^ 
engravings,  and  correfponds;  ‘in  merit  and  utility,  with  the.pre^ 
ceding  parts  of  tliis  aiitlior’s  excellent  and  Valuable  Syftem  of 
Surgery. 
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The  ftyk  has  received  fulHcient  elevation  and  refinement YcJf 
Ac  views  of  Ac  ingenicnis  and  benevolent  writers.  As  a  fpev 
cimen  we  (hall  (el^  Ae  oppofite  morals. of  the  two  (lories^ 
The  exampUfication  of  Ae  fuccefs  of  virtue  concludes  Aus  : 

*  *  WiA  fefpcA  to  the  external  trappings  of  life,  let  the  titled 
flavet  or  minions  of  tmbitioa»  fafhion,  and  pelf,  affe^  to  look  down 
wiA  difdain  upon  the  fottuaes  of  creatures  low-born,  in  rank  fo  far 
beneaA  Aeir  fphere.  Let  Aem  proudly  trace  their  own  grandeur 
from  fourcet  indiftinfUy  feen  perhaps  in  remote  antiquity ;  or  they 
Slight  elfe  be  found  to  have  rifen  from  caufes  merely  incidental,  or 
liich  as  a  difereeter  pride  Ihould  raAer  teach  Aem  to  fupprefs.  With 
far  fiiperior  claim  to  felf-complacency  may  John  and  Sarah  Good- 
child  now  look  back  upon  Ae  well-fpent  years  of  Aeir  palt  life,  as  they 
look  forward  upon  endlefs  ages  of  happinefs  in  Aeir  future  profpefls. 
For  wiA  pious  awe,  gratitude,  and  ti  uft,  they  are  ftill,  in  heart  and 
mind,  fconteroplating  Aat  Almighty  Hand  which  has  condufted 
Aem  fafely  through  the  dangers  of  childhood,  direcled  their  fteps  to 
proceed  with  caution  Arough'  the  fnares  of  youth,  and  rewarded 
Aeir  pro'ficicficy  in  every  amiable  and  virtuous  quality  with  a  corref- 
pondent  increafe  of  folia  fatisfaftion.  One  advantage  they  enjoy,  in 
a  pecufiar  degree,  an  honourable  didin^ion  in  the  cordial  regard  and 
aneAion  of  Ae  beft  jCnlges  of  real  meric  i  a  diftinftion  which  the 
puAllnd  difpenfets  of  the  gifts  of  fortune  have  not  very  commonly*' 
any  title  or  defire  to  obtain  thclnfclves;  and  have  never  the  power  to 
bchow  upon  their  undeferving  favourites.* 


The  fate  of  Ae  mlferable  vidims  of  vice  affords  Aefe  re-' 
fle£tions : 

•  From  the  tragical  account  here  delivered  of  thefc  offscourings 
of  the  human  race,  it  appears  to  have  been  their  own  perverfo  difpo- 
fition  and  diforderly  conduft  alone  that  naturally  drove  them  into 
Aofe  labyrinAs  of  wretchednefs  in  which  they  wandered  through  life 
to  a  deplorable  and  untimely  end.  It  muft  alfo  here  be  noted,  that 
Ac  mifery  of  thefe  mifcrcants,  commonly  inflidled  even  in  this  world 
in  a  near  proportion  to  their  guilt,  may  perhaps  be  juftly  regarded 
as  ordain^  by  heaven  to  be  the  bitter  foretalie  of  what  it  has  de« 
nounced  to  be  the  doom  of  impenitent  finners  in  a  world  to  corner 
fict  Ais  firiking.confideration  fink  deep  into  the  hearts  of  all  young 
TOrfons  of  boA  faxes,  efpecially  when  they  are  led,  by  their  own  ob-^ 
shrvation,  to  contemplate,  in  real  life,  the  fad  fate  of  any  fuch  un- 
princfoled  offenders  againll.  the  laws  of  God  and  man ;  who  have 
defpifed  infiruflion  in  Aeir  childhood;  who  have  difregarded  the 
mlrt  of  prudence,  temperance,  and  juftice  in  their  youth ;  or  who, 
liaving  broken  through  all  the  reftraints  of  religion,  are  profanely 
deriding  its  tenets  in  their  riper  years.  Let  this  teach  them  to  refleft, 
Aat,  -  however  apparently  gay  .ind  elate  by  fits  thefe  tranfgreffors  of 
Ac  rules  of  found  reafon  as  well  as  of  piety  and  morality,  may  be  in 
Ac  momcBtary  flufh  of  merriment  and  jollity  ;  however  though tlefs 
ttnteriified  Ary. may  now  be  running  their  criminal  courfes  ;  yet 
•H  Aeir  wayi^  Aeir  inmoll  intents  of  hearti  are  **  naked  and  open  to 
.  :  him 
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*  Him  with  whom  they  have  to  do.”  His  vengeance*  at  prefent  fuf- 

pendeJ  over  their  heads,  affords  them  perhaps- tlit  lei  Aire  Of*  but  on« 
day  more  for  repentance ;  and,  if  flighted  Ihll, 'lna4  infallibly  over¬ 
take  them  at  the  lall.*  '.*4  *  i  j  r  • 

/  »  Accident  prevented  our  earlier  notice  .of  this  performance,  W 
which  we  wifti  all  the  fuccefo’ which  its  moral  defign  and  varioifs 

I  merit  deferve.  '  ‘  "  *  •  v 

*  .  .  i  n  M  i  .  i  \ 


Art.  X.-  The  Life  of  Captain  James  Cook.  By  Andreis 
Kippisy  D.D.  F.R.S,  and  S.A.  4to.  il.  is.  boards*  Nicol. 
London,  1788.  .  . . 

BIOGRAPHY' is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  moft  amufing  and 
inftrudlive  of  all  the  departments  of  compofition ;  and  the 
r;  work  with  which  we  are  here  prefented  is  the  produdtion  of  a 
man  whofe  life  has  been  fpent  in  the  purfuits  bf  literature,  and 
f]  who  is'particularly  no  novice  in  the  writing  of  biography.  The 
reader  will  therefore  cxpc£l:  much  entertainment ;  nor  will  he 
be  difappointed.  The  work  every  where  bears’ the  marks  of  an 
-enlightened,  and  a  thinking  mind,  dignified  by  liberality  of  fenti- 
inent,  and  by  long  pradice  in  tlie  ftriidure  of  the  Englifli 
language.  '  .  . 

Ij  If  the  volume  before  us  be  interefting  from  the  charader  of 
its  author,  it  is  ftill  more  interefting  from*  the  charader  of  its 
hero.  Captain  Cook  is  a  name  held  in  veneration  through  the 
L  habitable  univerfe,  and  in  tenfold  veneration  in  GreOt-Britain, 
P  where  the  arts  of  navigation  are  the  particular  topic  of  our  ex- 
&  ^llltatlbn  and  our  ambition.  But  Captain  Cook  has  a  hio-her 
claim  to  our  regard  than  thofe  of  an  able  navigator, an5*'aa 
ardent  patriot.  He  was  the  friend  of  humanity.  He  explored 
every  diftant  climate,  not,  like  a  Cortes  and  a  Pizarrp,.  to* 
fcatter  plagues  and  devaftation,  to  change  the  fair  face  of  inno¬ 
cence  and  peace  into  a  dif^uftful  and  horrid. feene  of  flavecy  and 
crimes.  The  objed  of  Captain  Cook  was  to  carry  among  far 
vages  the  arts  of  civilifation,  and  to  blefs  them  with  the  benefit 
difeovered  by  more  enlightened  nations.  He  ftudi^  fo>  their 
happinefs  without  ceafmg.  He  hever  engaged  in  ads  of  fcyeHty 
but  with  reluctance ;  and  he  always  meafiired  the  inflidion  by 
thie  indifpenfable  necefliity  of  the  cafe*  Nor  in  thus  extending  • 
his  attention  through  fo  vaft  a  circle  did  he  forget  "what  \yas‘ 
nearer  tohimfelf.  He  was  more  induftrious  and 'more  fuccefiful 
in  difeovering  the  means  of  preferving  the  lives  of  bis  .mariners 
in  long  voyages  and  infalubi  ious  climates,  ^l>yn  navigator 

that  had  gone  before  him.  Such  are  Uie  honours .vf  a-.ima 
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who  will  rcfle£i  immortal  luftrc  upon  his  country  when  ffateC- 
men  and  warriors  are  configncd  over  to  oblivion. 

One  objection  ofFers  itfclf  to  this  biography,  which,  as  it 
occurred  to  us  at  the  firft  hearing,  will  probably  fuggeft  itfelf 
to  many  of  otrr  readers.  I'he  merit  and  the  fame  of  Captain 
Cook  depend  fedely  upot!  his  Voyages.  In  the  reft  of  his  life  he 
was  unobferved  and  obfeure.  But  of  thofe  voyages  large  and 
accurate  accounts  have  already  been  given  to  the  world.  What 
need  therefore,  it  will  be  faid,  was  there  for  a  life  of  diis  man, 
a  work  which  has  already  been  completely  forcftalled  ?  But  diis 
obje(Sion,  though  not  deftitute  of  force,  is  by  no  means  deci- 
five.  It  is  the  delight  of  biography  to  follow  the  hero  into  his 
moft  fccret  haunts.  The  obferver  of  human  nature  is  not 
contented  to*  fee  what  were  the  qualities  of  the  man  when  his 
charafter  was  complete,  he  wifties  to  look  at  the  inttruments  by 
which  it  was  formed,  and  the  caufes  that  produced  it.  Nor  is 
this  alL  In  a  book  of  voyages  a  number  of  particulars  are  ne- 
ceftarily  mixed,  whidi,  in  a  literary’ view,  detract  from  and  in¬ 
terrupt  the  eft'eil  of  the  whole.  The  principal  charadler  is 
often  thrown  into  the  fliade,  while  our  attention  is  engrofled  by 
minute  circumftances  of  failing,  and  uninterefting  articles  of 
ihips  provifion.  It  is  not  fcldom  that  we  have  felt  this  ob- 
jedlion  ;  and  upon  this  account  the  perufal  of  voyages,  has  often 
been  to  us  rather  a  talk  than  a  pleafiire..  Do£tor  Kippis  appears 
to  have  thought  in  the  fame  manner.  He  obferves,  in  his  pre¬ 
face,  ‘‘  thofe  who  are  beft  acquainted  with  Captain  Cookes  cx- 
peditions  may  be  pleafed  with  reviewing  them  in  a  more 
compendious  form,  and  with  having  his  aftions  placed  in  a 
clofer  point  of  view,  in  confequence  of  their  being  diveffed  of 
^  the  minute  nautical  and  other  details,  wdiich  were  eflentially 
necelTary  in  the  voyages  at  large.’*  Indeed  it  is  the  bufmefs 
of  biography  to  hold  up  its  hero  to  our  obfervation  in  every 
page  i  and  Doctor  Kippis  has  feldom  loft  fight  of  fo  important  a 
precept. 

We  cannot  extradl  a  more  intcrefting  fpecimen  of  this  work 
than  the  account  of  Captain  Cook’s  birth  and  early  youth,  which 
affords  the  moft  ftriking  illuftration  of  the  principle,  that  emi¬ 
nent  abilities  will  often  arife  to  the.  world  in  fpite  of  every 
poftible  obftacle  that  may  feem  to  be  oppofed  to  them  ,  by  a 
mean  birth  and  an  obfeure  ftation.  If  it  could  ever  have 
happened  to  Captain  Cook,  according  to.  the  defcription  of 
Mr^  Gray, 

Chill  penury  reprefs’d  their  noble  rage. 

And  froze  the  genial  currem  of  their  foul, 

the  brilliant  imagination  even  of  that  poet  Could  not  have  dc- 
rifed  circumftances  more  unfavourable  : 

•  Captain 
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*•  Captain  James  Cook  had  no  claim  to  diftmflion  on  account  of 
the  lullre  of  his  birth,  or  the  dignity  of  his  anceftors.  His  father, 
James  Cook,  who  from  his  dialed  is  luppefed  to  have  been  a  Nor¬ 
thumbrian,  was  in  the  humble  (latlon  of  a  fen’ant  in  hulbandry, 
and  married  a  woman  of  the  fame  rank  with  himfcif,  whofe  Chriftian 
name  w'as  Grate.  Both  of  them  were  noted  in  their  neighbourhood 
for  their  honefty,  Ibbriety,  and  diligence.  They  firft  lived  at  a 
village  called  Morton,  and  then  removed  to  Marton,  another  village 
in  the  Nofth-riding  of  Yorkfliire,  fituated  in  the  high  road  from 
Gilborough,  in  Cleveland,  to  Stockton  upon  Tees,  in  the  county  of 
i)urham,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  miles  from  each  of  thefe  towns.  At 
Marton  Captain  Cook  was  born^  on  the  27th  of  Oftober,  17285 
and,  agreeably  to  the  cuftom  of  the  vicar  of  the  parifri,  whofe 
praftice  it  was  to  baptife  infants  focn  after  their  birth,  he  was  bap- 
tifed  on  the  3d  of  November  following.  *  He  was  one  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  all  of  whom  are  now  dead,  excepting  a  daughter,  v/ho  married 
a  fidierman  Redcar.  The  firft  tudimciits  of  young  Cook’s  education 
were  received  by  him  at  Marton,  where  he  was  taught  to  read  by 
Dame  Walker,  the  fchool-milirefs  of  the  village.  When  he  was 
eight  years  of  age,  his  father,  in  confequence  of  the  charadter  he 
hnd  obtained  for  indufiry,  frugality,  and  (kill  in  hulbandryt  had  a 
little  promotion  beftowed  upon  him,  which  was  that  of  being  ^ap¬ 
pointed  head  fervant,  or  hind,  to  a  farm  belonging  to  the  late 
Thomas  Skottow,  Efq.  called  Airy  Holme,  near  Great  Ayton.  To 
this  place,  therefore,  he  removed  with  his  family  ;  and  his  fon  James> 
at  Mr.  Skottow’s  expence,  was  put  to  a  day-fehool  in  Ayton,  where 
he '  was- initrudled  in  writing,  and  in  a  few  of  the  firft  rules  of 
arithmetic. 

*  Before  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age  he  was  bound  an  apprentice 
to  Mr.  William  Sariderfon,  a  haberdaftier,  or  (hopkeeper,  at  Staiths, 
a  confiderable  fiihing-town,  about’ten  miles  north  of  Whitby.  This 
employment,  however,  was  very  unfuitable  to  young  Cook’s  difpoli- 
tlon.  The  fea  was  the  objedl  of  his  inclination  ;  and  his  paflidn  for 
it  could  not  avoid  being  ftrengthened  by  the  fituation  of  the  town  in 
which  he  Was  placed,  and  the  manner  of.  life  of  the  perfons  with 
whom  he  muft  frequently  converfe.  Some  difagreement  having  hap- 

S>ened  between  him  and  his  mailer,  he  obtained  his  difeharge,  and 
eon  after  bound  himfelf  for  feven  years  to  MefTrs.  John  and  Henry 
Walker,  of  Whitby,  quakers  by  religious  profeffion,  and  principal 
owners  of  the  (hip  Freelove,  and  of  anotlicf  veffel,  both  of  which 
were  conftantly  employed  in  the  coal-trade.  The  greateft  part  of 
his  apprenticelhip  was  fpent  on  board  the  Freelove.  After  he  was 
out  of  his  time  he  continued  to  ferve  in  the  coal  and  other  branches 
of  trade  (though  chiefly  in  the  former)  in  the  capacity  of  a  common 
bailor;  till  at  length,  he  was  raifed  to  be  mate  of  one  of  Mr.  John 
Walker’s  Ihips.  During  this  period  it  is  not  rccollefted  that  he  ex¬ 
hibited  any  thing  very  peculiar,  either  in  his  abilities  or' his  condnft  ; 
though  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  he  had  gained  a  confiderable 
degree  of  knowledge  in  the  pradical  part  of  navigation,  and  that 
his  attentive  and  fagacious  mind, was  laying  up  a  llore  of  obfervations 
which  would  be  ufeful  to  him  in  future  life. 
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‘  In  the  fpiing  of  the  year  1755*  when  hofliHties  br6kc  OOt  Le> 
tween  England  and  France,  and  there  was  a  hot  prefs  for  feamen, 
Mr.  Cook  happened  to  be  in  the  rivxr  Thames  with  the  fhip  to  which 
he  belonged.  At  firil  he  concealed  hinr.fclf,  to  avoid  being  preffed  ; 
but  reflecting  that  it  might  be  difficult,  notwithflamiing  all  his  vigi¬ 
lance  to  elude  difeovery  or  efcape  purfuit,  he  determined,  upon  far¬ 
ther,  confideralion,  to  enter  voluntarily  into  his  majefly’s  fervice,  and 
to  take  his  future  fortune  in  the  royal  navy.  Perhaps  he  had  fomc 
prefage  in  his  own  mind  that,  by  his  adivity  and  exertions,  he 
might  rife  confiderably  above  his  prefent  fituation.  Accordingly  he 
went  to  a  rendezvous  at  Wapping,  and  entered  with  an  oflicer  of  the 
Eagle  man  of  war,  a  fhip  of  fixty  guns,  at  that  time  commanded 
by  Captain  Hamer.  I'o  this  fhip  Captain  (now  Sir  Hugh)  Pallifer 
was  appointed,  in  the  month  of  Odober  17S5  5  ^nd,  when  he  took 
the  command,  found  in  her  James  Cook,  whom  he  foon  diftinguifhed 
to  be  an  able,  adive,  and  diligent  fcaman.  All  the  officers  fpoko 
highly  in  his  favour ;  and  the  captain  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  his 
beiiaviour,  that  he  gave  him  every  encouragement  which  lay  in  his 
power.* 

‘ '  We  will  add  to  this  extravd  the  charader  of  Captain  Cook  as 
it  is  delineated  by  his  prefenl  biographer : 

•  ^  From  the  relation  that  has  been  given  of  Captain  Cook’s  courfe 
of  life,  and  of  the  important  events  in  which  he  was  engaged,  my 
readers  cannot  be  flrangers  to  his  general  charader.  This,  there¬ 
fore,  might  be  left  to  be  colleded  from  his  adions,  which  are  the 
bell  exhibitions  of  the  great  qualities*  of  his  mind.  Bat,  perhaps, 
were  1  not  to  endeavour  to  afford  a  fummary  view  of  him  in  thefe 
refpeds,  1  might  be  thought  to  fail  in  that  duty  which  I  owe  to  the 
public  on  ihe  prefent  cccafion. 

*  it  cannot,  I  think,  be  denied  that  genius  belonged  to  Captain 
Cook  in  an  eminent  degree.  By  genius  I  do  not  here  undeffland 
imagination  merely,  or  that  power  of  culling  the  flowers  of  fancy 
which  poetry  delights  in  ;  but  an  inventive  mind,  a  mind  full  of  re- 
fources,  and  which,  by  its  own  native  vigour,  can  fuggeft’  noble  ob- 
jeds  of  purfuit,  and  the  moft  efFedual  methods  of  attaining  them. 
This  faculty  was  pofTcfled  by  our  navigator  in  its  full  energy,  as  is 
evident  from  the  uncommon  fagacity  and  penetration  which  he  dlf- 
covered  in  a  vaft  variety, of  critical' and  difficult  fituations, 

.  *  I'o  genius  Captain  Cook  added  application,  without  which  no¬ 
thing  very  valuable  or  permanent  can  be  accomplifhed,  even  by  the 
brightefl  capacity.  For  an  unremitting  attention  to  whatever  related 
to  his  profeflion  he  was  diflinguifhed  in  early  life.  In  every  affair 
that  was  undertaken  by  him  his  affidulty  was  without  interruption, 
and  without  abatement.  Wherever  he  came,  he  fuffered  nothing 
w'hich  was  fit  for  a  fcaman  to  know  or  to  pradife  to  pafs  unnoticed,  or 
CO  efcape  his  diligence. 

:  ‘  The  genius  and  application  of  Captain  Cook  were  followed  by 
a  large  extent  of  knowledge;  a  knowledge  which,  befides  a  confum- 
jT.atc  acquaintance  with  navigation,  comprehended  a  number  of 
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btlicr  fciencM.  In  this  refpedt,  the  ardour  of  his  mind  rcfc  above 
the  difadvantages  of  a  very  confined  education.  His  prog  refs  in.  the 
different  branches  of  the  mathematics,  and  particularly  in  alironomy, 
became  fo  eminent,  that  at  length  he  was  able  to  take  the  lead  in' 
making  the  neceffary  obfervations  of  this  kind  in  the  courfe  of  his 
voyages.  Me  attained,  likewife,  to  fuch  a  degree  of  proficiency  iit' 
general  learning,  and  the  art  of  compofition,  as  to  be  able  to  exprefs 
himfclf  with  a  manly  clearnefs  and  propriety,  and  to  become  refpeft- 
able  as  the  narrator  as  well  as  the  performer  of  great  aftions. 

*  Another  thing  llrikingly  conspicuous  in  Captain  Cook  was  the 
perfcverance  with  which  he  purfued  the  noble  objefts  to  which  his 
life  was  devoted.  This,  indeed,  was  a  moil  diflingulfhed  feature  in 
Ills  charafter ;  in  this  he  fcarcely  ever  had  an  equal,  and  never  a  fu- 
perior.  Nothing  could  divert  him  from  the  points  he  aimed  at;  and. 
he  pcrfifted  in  the  profccution  of  them  through  difficulties  and  ob- 
ilrudlons  which  would  have  deterred  minds  of  .very  confiderabl® 
ftrengih  and  firmnefs. 

‘  What  enabled  him  to  perfevere  in  all  his  mighty  undertaking* 
was  the  invincible  fortitude  of  his  fpirit.  Of  this,  inflances  without 
number  occur  in  the  accounts  of  his  expeditions;  two  of  v\hlch  I 
flirdl  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  to  the  attention  of  my  readers. 
The  hrft  is,  the  undaunted  magnanimity  with  which  he  profecuted 
his  dlfcoveries  along  the  whole  fouth-eafl  coafl  of  NewTHolland. 
Surrounded  as  he  was  with  the  greateft  poffible  dangers,  ariling  from, 
the  perpetual  fucceffion  of  rocks,  fhoals,  and  breakers,  and  having 
a  fhip  that  was  almoft  lliaken  to  pieces  by  repeated  perils,  his  vi^ 
gorous  mind  had  a  regard  to  nothing'  but  what  he  thought  was  re¬ 
quired  of  him  by  his  duty  to  the  public.  It  will  not  be  eafy  to  find,, 
in  the  hiflory  of  navigation,  a  parallel  example  of  courageous  exer-» 
ticn.  The  other  circumftanceJ,  would  refer  to  is,  the  boldn els  with 
which,  in  his  fecond  voyage,  after  he  left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  he  • 
pufhed  forwards  into  unknown  feas,  and  penetrated  through  innu¬ 
merable  mountains  and  iflands  of  ice  in  the  fcarch  of  a  fouthern 
continent.  It  was  like  launching  into  chaos ;  all  was  obfeurity,  all . 
was  darknefs  before  him  ;  and  no  event  can  be  compared  with  it, 
excepting  the  failing  of  Magelhaens,  from  the  ftraits  which. bear  his 
pame,  into  the  Pacific  Ocean.  *  ' 

*  7  he  fortitude  of  Captain  Cook,  being  founded  upon  reafon  and 
;  not  upon  inftinft,  was  not  an  impetuous  valour,  but  accompanied 
;  with  complete  Iclf-poflbfTion.  He  was  mafter  of  himfelf  on  ev’ery 
;  trying  occalion,  andfeemed’to  be  the  more  calm  and  colleded  the 
i  greater  was  tlie  exigence  of  the  cafe.  In  the  moft  perilous  fituationsi' 
j  when  our  commander  had  given  the  proper  diredions  concerning 

what  was  to  be  done  while  he  went  to  rell,  he  could  lleep,\  during 
i  the  hours  he  had  allotted  to  himfelf,  with  perfect  compofure  and 
j  foundhefs.  ‘  Nothing  could  be  a  furer  indication  of  an  elevated  mind ; 

\  pf  a  mind  that  was  entirely  fatisfied  with  itfelf,  and, with  dte  mea-  ' 
j  (ures  it  had  taken. 

^  ‘  To*  all  thefe  great  qualities  Captain  Cook  added  the  moil 

S  amiable  virtues.*  I  hat  it  was  impoffible  for  any  one  to  excel  him  in 
V  humanity  is  apparent  from  his  treatment  of  his  men  through  all 
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his  voyages,  and  from  his  behaviour  to  the  natives  of  the  countries 
vrhich  Were  difeovered  by  him.  The  health,  the  convenience,  and, 
as  far  as  it  could  be  admitted,  the  enjoyment  of  the  feamen,  were 
conftant  pbje^^s  of  his  attention  ;  and  he  was  anxioufly  felicitous 
to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fevcral  ifiands 
aiid  places  which  he  vifited.  With  regard  to  their  thieveries,  he 
candidly  apologifcd  for  and  overlooked  many  oAences  which  others 
would  have  dvarpiy  punilhed ;  and  when  he  was  laid  under  an  indif- 
pcnfable  neceflity  of  proceeding  to  any  ads  of  feverlty,  he  never 
cacerted  them  without  feeling  much  reludance  and  concern. 

‘  In  the  private  relations  of  life  Captain  Cook  was  entitled  to  high 
commendation.  Jde  was  excellent  as  a  hulband  and  a  father,  and 
fiRcere  and  llcady  in  his  friend fhips  ;  and  to  this  it  may  be  added, 
that  he  poiTefTed  that  general  lobnety  and  virtue  of  charader,  which 
will  always  be  found  to  conltitule  the  bell  ftcurity  and  ornament  of 
^ci-y  other  niOral  qualinceation. 

‘  With  the  greateft  benevolence  and  humanity  of  difpofition  Cap¬ 
lin  Cook  was  occafionally  fubjed  to  a  haftinefs  of  temper.  7  his, 
which  has  been  exaggerated  by  the  few  (and  they  are  indeed  tew) 
who  su-e  unfavourable  to  his  memory,  is  acknowledged  by  his 
friends,  ft  is  mentioned  both  by  Captain  Ring  and  Mr.  Samwell,  in 
•  , their  delineations  of  his  chaiader.  Mr.  Hayley,  in  one  of  his 

poems,  calls  him  the  miU  Cook ;  but  perhaps  that  is  net  the  happiell 
epithet  which  could  have  been  applied  to  him.  Mere  inildnefs  can 
fcarccly  be  conlidered  as  the  molt  prominent  and  diilindive  feature 
in  the  mind  of  a  man,  whofe  powers  of  underllanding  and  of  adion 
were  fo  lirong  and  elpvated>  who  had  inch  inlnienfe  difficulties  to 
ftruggle  with,  and  who  muft  frequently  have  been  called  to  the  firmeft 
exertions  of  authoi*ity  and  pommand.  ‘ 

^  Laftly,  Captain  Cook  was  diftingulfhed  by  a  property  which  is 
almoft  univerfally  the  concomitant  of  truly  great  men,  and  that  is, 
a  finvpKcity  of  manners.  In  converftition  ke  was  unaffeded  and  un- 
affuming  ;  rather  backward  in  pulhing  difeourfe  ;  but  obliging  and 
communicative  in  hb  ajifwers  to  thofe  who  addrefied  him  for  the 
purpofes  of  information.  It  was  not  poffible  that,  in  a  mind  confti- 
tuted  like  his,  fuch  a  paltry  quality  as  vanity  could  find  an  ex- 
illence.*  .  .  .  ,  * 

Having  thus  done  ample  juftice  to  Dodor  Kippis’s  merit?, 
we  will  truft  to  his  candour  to  forgive  us  in.  pointing  out  a  few 
of  thofe  human  errors  which  blemifh  his  compofition.  His 
veteran  fituation  in  *  literature  renders  this  peculiarly  proper, 
as  there  is  danger  that  errors  adopted  by  him  might  be  imi¬ 
tated  by  meaner  pens,  and  fanclioned  by  time.  The  dodor, 
from  his  ardent  defrre  to  avoid  every  tiling  bombaftic  and 
abfurd,  fometimes  deviates  from  what  rhetoricians  call  the 
low^,  into  what  they  have  denominated  the  mean  ftyle.  We 
will  notice  inftances  of  this  and  other  defeds  which  have  oc¬ 
curred  to  us,  nearly  in  the  order  in  which  they  lie  in  the  per¬ 
formance^ 
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Hh  Jiny  was  /pent  in  continual  altercations  with  the  vice- 
roy,  who  appeared  not  a  little  jealous  of  the  deligns  of  the 
Englifh  ;  nor  were  all  the  attempts  of  the  lieutenant  to  fct  the 
^  matter  right  capable  of  producing  any  effect/’ 

I'he  fathers  of  the  Francifcan  convent  difplayed  a  liberality 
of  fcntiment  towards  them  which  ?night  not  have  been  ex- 
pc3ed  from  Portugueze  friars/’  This  ufe  of  the  auxiliary 
verb  is,  we  believe,  unauthorifcd  by  any  principle  in  the  Englifh 
laiiguage. 

At  this  time  the  tide  drove  the  fhip  out  with  fo  much 
violence,  and  raifed  fuch  a  fca  off  Cape  St.  Diego,  that  Jhe 
frequently  pitched  fo  that  the  bowlprit  was  under  water.’' 
Surely  the  introduction  of  the  terms  of  any  particular  art  ihoulJ 
be  avoided  as  much  as  pollible  in  general  compofition.  We 
have  our  doubts  about  the  ufe  of  the  pronoun  jhe  in  this  fen- 
tence ;  and  the  philofophical  reader  of  the  life  of  Captain  Cook 
is  by  no  means  obliged  to  know  what  is  to  be  undcrltood  by  the 
pitching  of  a  veffel  at  fea.  This  principle  of  compofition  is  well 
known,  and  frequently  praCtifed  by  Dr.  Kippis.  In  one  in- 
ftance  it  is  even  attended  to  fo  far  as  to  throw  an  air  of  obfcu- 
rity  upon  the  compofition,  and  to  introduce  an  impropriety  inta 
the  conftruClion.  Thus  the  doClor  tells  us,  ‘‘  Lieutenant  Cook 
was  promoted  to  be  commander  In  his  majefty’s  navy,  bv  com- 
miflion  bearing  date  on  the  29th  of  Augult  1771.”  ^"his  is 
not  intelligible ;  it  ought  to  have  been  mailer  and  com- 
mander.” 

When  the  gentlemen  had  at  length  gotten  back  to  the 
fliip.”  _  _ 

“  Lieutenant  Cook  with  great  good  fenfe  and  humanity  drew 
up  a  fet  of  regulations  for  the  behaviour  of  his  people,  and 
‘‘  gave  it  command  that  they  Jhould  be  pun^ually  obfrved!*^ 

It  being  obferved  that  the  thief  did  not  fall,  he  was  pur- 
filed  and  ftot  dead.  From  fubfequent  information  it  happily 
appeared  tliat  none  of  the  natives  befides  were  either  killed  or 
wounded.” 

The  friendfliip  of  Tootahah  was  completely  recovered,  and 
reconciliation  worked  upon  the  Indians  like  a  charm.^^ 

Tupia  fufiained  himfelf  in  this  feene  with  a  truly  admirable 
firmnefs  and  refolution  ;  for  though  he  wept,  the  effort  he 
made  to  conceal  his  tears  concurred,  with  theni^  to  do  him 
honour/’ 

‘‘  Nor  were  the  navy  and  vlClualling  boards  wanting  in  pro- 
curing  for  the  (hips  the  very  bejl  cf  Jlores  and  provifions.” 
Again  :  ‘‘  By  the  fame  board  they  were  furnifhed  with  the  bejl 
of  inJirumentsJ^ 

C  4  .  ‘‘  Thr 


4-0  Life  of.  Captain  Cook. 

•  ‘‘  There  were  an  ample  fupply  of  antifcorbutic  articles,  Aich 
as  malt,  fourkrout,  faltcd  cabbage,  portable  broth,  faloup, 
muftard,  marmalade  of  carrots,  and  impifl'ated  juice  of  wort 
and  beer.”  Surely,  Do6lor  Kippis,  this  comes  loo  near  to 
the  ^  minute  nautical  and  other  details,”  which  you  propofeJ  to 
exclude  !  We  will  add,  that,  if  we  wxre  to  extraft  every  fen- 
tcnce  of  which  failed  beef  artd  bifeuit”  made  a  principal  ^art, 
we  (hould  fill  fix  pages  of  our  Review, 

His  eyes  began  to  fparkle  with  joy  as  foon  as  ever  the  con-* 
vcrlhtion  w^as  turned  to  his  own  iflands.” 

In  the  character  of  Captain  Cook  Do£tor  Kippis  tells  us  that 
he  was  rather  backward  in  pufning  difeourfe.^^ 

The  general  charadleriftic  of  Doctor  Kippis’s  compofition  is 
not  imagination  and  enthufiafm.  A  few  inftances,  however,  of  this 
kind  occur,  w^hich  probably  will  not  meet  with  the  admiration  of 
all  his  readers.  Thus  in  fpeaking  of  the  fhip’s  cook,  who  com¬ 
municated  a  certain  diforder  to  the  natives  of  Otaheite,  the 
doctor  exclaims,  in  a  ftyle  rather  beneath  the  dignity  of  hifto- 
xical  compofition,  If  I  knev/  the  rafcal’s  name,  I  would  hang 
him  up,  as  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  to  everlaftlng  infamy.” 
Another  paiTage  of  the  fame  kind  is  rather  amufing,  and  is  a 
ftriking  inflance  of  fanciful  fentiments  conveyed  in  frigid  lan-» 
guage : 

*  The  writer  of  this  narrative  fully  remembers  how  much  his  ima-* 
gi nation  was  captivated,  in  the  more  early  part  of  his  life,  with  the 
hypothcfis  of  ^  fouthern  continent.  He  has  often  dwelt  upon  it 
with  rapture,  and  been  highly  delighted  with  the  authors  who  con¬ 
tended  for  its  exlllence,  and  difplayed  the  mighty  confequences  which 
would  rcfult  from  its  being  difeovered.  Though  his  knowledge  was 
infinitely  exceeded  by  ;hat  of  fome  able  men  who  had  paid  a  parti¬ 
cular  attention  to  the  fubjeft,  he  did  not  come  behind  them  in  the 
fanguinenefs  of  his  hopes  and  expedation.  Every  thing,  however, 
which  relates  to  fcience  mu  ft  be  feparated  from  fancy,  and  brought 
to  the  tell  of»  experiment ;  and  here  was  an  experiment  richly  de- 
ferving  to  be  tried.  The  objecl,  indeed^  was  of  peculiar  magni¬ 
tude,  and  worthy  to  be  purfued  by  a  great  prince,  and  a  great 
nation.’ 

We  will  give  another  pafiage  fomewhat  at  large,  bccaufe  we 
wifh  to  call  in  the  alTiftancc  of  the  reader  in  explaining  it  to 
us ; 

*  The  gentleman  who  had  originally  been  fixed  upon  to  take  the 
direftion  of  the  expedition  was  Alexander  Dairy mple,  Efq.  an 
eminent  meml^r  of  the  Royal  Society,  and.\vho,  bcfides  pofieffing 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  aftronomy,  had  diftinguilhed  himfclf  by 
his  inquiries  into  the  geography  of  the  fouthern  oceans,  and  by 
the  colleflion  he  had  publifhed  of  feveral  voyages  to  thofe  parts  of 
the  world.  Mr.  Dalrympic  being  fcnfiLle  of  the  difficulty,  or  rather 
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of  the  impofTibirity,  of  carrying  a  ftilp  through  unknown  Teas,  the 
crew  of  vvhich  were  not  fubjcft  to  the  military  difcipline  of  his  ma-. 
jelly’s  navy,  he  made  it  the  condition  of  his  going,  that  he  (houlJ 
have  a  brevet  commilTion  as  captain  of  the  vefl'el,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  fuch  a  commiffion  had  been  granted  to  Dr.  Halley  in  his 
voyage  of  difcovcry.  I'o  this  demand  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  who  was 
then  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  and  who  poffefled  more  of  the 
fpirit  of  his  profeflion  than  either  of  education  or  fcience,  abfolutely 
refufed  to  accede.’ 

This  appears  to  be  rather  a  free  manner  of  handling  a  great 
and  illuftrious  character.  But  tlic  dodlor  proceeds : 

*  He  faid  at  the  bo:<rd  that  his  confcience  would  not  allow  him  to 
truft  aay  fliip  of  his  majeliy’s  to  a  perfon  who  had  not  regularly  been 
bred  a  legman.  On  being  farther  prefled  upon  the  fubjed.  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  declared  that  he  would  fuffer  his  right  hand  to  be  cut  off  before' 
he  would  iign  any  fuch  commilfion.  In  this  he  was,  in  fome  degree, 
judified  by  the  mutinous  behaviour  of  Halley’s  crew,  who  refufed 
to  acknowledge  the  legal  authority  of  their  commander,  and  in¬ 
volved  him  in  a  difpute  which  was  attended  with  pernicious  confe- 
quences.  Mr.  D  »li  ymple,  on  the  other  hand,  was  equally  Heady  in 
requiring  a  compliance  with  the  terms  he  had  propofed.’ 

Here  again  we  are  completely  thrown  out,  and  arc  unable  to 
fay  whether  it  is  intended  to  praife  the  late  Lord  Hawke,  or 
to  blame  him.  But  the  concluding  fentence  is  better  than  all 
the  reft : 

‘  Such  was  the  (late  of  things  when  Mr.  Stephens,  fecretary  to 
the  Admiralty,  whofe  diferimina^n  of  the  numerous  charafters  with 
which,  by  his  ftation,  he  Is  converAnt,  reflects  as  much  credit  on 
his  underllanding  as  his  upright  and  able  conduct  does  on  the  office 
he  has  filled,  for  fo  many  years,  and  under  fo  many  admioiftrations, 
with  honour  to  himfelf  and  advantage  to  the  public,  obferved  to  the 
board  that,  fince  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Mr.  Dalrymple  were  equally 
inflexible,  no  method  remained  but  that  of  finding  out  another  per¬ 
fon  capable  of  the  fervice.’ 

The  profundity  of  this  difeovery  reminds  us  of  the  dialogue 
between  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  and  Sir  Chriftopher  Hatton  in  the 
fecond  ail  of  the  Critic. 

We  muft  obforve  that  we  were  a  little  furprifed  at  finding  our . 
author,  who,  in  moft  iiiftances,  had  accefs  to  the  beft  fources 
of  information,  quoting  the  celebrated  refeript  of  the  King  of 
France  in  favour  of  Captain  Cook  from  the  Gentleman’s  Ma¬ 
gazine.  He  adds,  however,  that  application  had  been  made 
‘‘  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet  for  an  authentic  copy;  and  that,  if 
‘‘  it  fhould  arrive,  it  would  be  inferted  at  the  end  of  tlic 

volume.” 

The  dedication  to  the  King,  prefixed  to  this  volume,  gave 
US  1)0  pleafurc.  There  is  apparent  in  it  a  ftruggie  between  the 

author’s 
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author’s  real  fentimen^,  which  arc  fuppofed  not  to  be  flattering 
to  the  perfon  of  majelly,  and  a  dcfire  to  praife.  This  ftruggle 
places  Doctor  Kippis  in  an  aukward  and  undignified  point  of 
view.  In  the  mean  time,  he  comes  out  of  it  in  the  worit  of  all 
poflible  manners.  He  provides,  by  the  generality  of  his  phrafes, 
a  falvo  for  his  own  mind,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  obvious  fenfc 
is 'the  moft  unlimited  adulation. 

In  tlie  conclufion  of  the  volume  we  were  highly  entertained 
with  an  ode  written  by  Alifs  Helen  Williams,  w^ho,  in  this  way, 
has  repaid  the  patronage  of  Doftor  Kippis,  under  the  aufpiccs  of 
which  llie  was  inUoduced  to  the  notice  and  favour  of  the  world. 
^'herc  is  in  this  poem  the  fame  imagination,  the  fame  felicity 
of  phrafe,  and  the  fame  beauty  of  fentiment,  v/hich  we  have  for¬ 
merly  remarked  in  this  enchanting  writer,  Tfic  ode  begins  in 
^  manner  highly  poetical : 

'  Fair  Otaheite,  fo.ndly  Well 

JJv  him,  who  long  was  doom’d  to  brave 

1  He  fury  of  the  polar  wave, 

That  fiercely  mounts  the  frozen  rock 
Where  the  hnrfh  fea-bird  rears  her  nefi. 

And  learns  the  raging  fiirge  to  mock—  ^ 

There,  Night,  thai  Ivves  eternal  ftorm. 

Deep  and  lengthen’d  darknefs  throws. 

And  uniry'd  Danger’s  doubtful  form 
lu  half-feen  horror  fliows! 

While  Nature,  with  a  look  fo  wild, 

Le  a  ns  on  the  cliffs  in  chaos  pil’d  ; 

That  here  the  aw’d,  afionifh'd  mind 
Forgets,  in  that  o’erwhelming  hour 
When  her  rude  hands  the  ftorms  unbind, 

In  all. the  madnefs  of  her  power, 

That  fhe  who  fnreads  the  favage  gloom. 

That  Jhe  can  drefs  in  melting  grace. 

In  fportivc  Summer’s  lavifli  bloom. 

The  awful  terrors  of  her  face  ; 

And  wear  the  fweet  perennial  fmilc 
That  charms  in  Otahelte’s  ifle.’ 

The  following  illiiftration  is  original  and  fublimc : 

*  Great  Cook!  Ambition’s  lofty  flame. 

So  oft  directed  to  deitroy. 

Led  Thte  to  circle  with  thy  name 
The  fmile  of  love,  and  hope,  and  joy  ! 

Thofe  fires  that  lend  the  dang’rotis  blaze. 

The  devious  comet  trails  afar, 

Might  form  the  pure,  bcr.ignant  rays 
That  gild  the  morning’s  gentle  lEar.’ 

-Upon 
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Upon  the  whole,  we  have  rifen  frorii  the  perufal  of  this  vo¬ 
lume  with  pleafurc,  and  are  willing  to  communicate  our  good 
humour  to  our  readers.  We  have  every  where  admired  the 
found  judgment  and  the  fair  and  comprehenfive  ideas  of  DcxSlor 
Kippis.  We  have  been  deeply  interefted  in  the  adventures  of 
his  hero,  And,  if  it  had  been  otherwife,  we  (hould  have  thought 
ourielves  amply  repaid  for  our  toil  by  the  peace  offering  with 
which  Doctor  Kippis  has  conciliated  every  reader  of  fenfibility 
and  taile,  in  the  charming  poetry  with  which  his  volume  con¬ 
cludes. 


Art.  XI.  jin  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  y  CaufeSy  -and  Curcy  of  the 
Cinfurnption  of  the  Lungs :  with  Ohfervations  on  a  late  Public 
cation  on  the  fame  SubjeSf^  By  Michael  Ryauy  AL  D,  and 
Alcmber  of  the  Royal  Antiquarian  Society  of  $,dinburgh^  8vo^ 
3s.  6d.  Gilbert.  Dublin,  17B7. 

O  part  of  nofology  has  more  exercifed  the  inveftigation  of 
phyllcians  than  the  confumptlon  of  the  lungs ;  a  difeafe 
which,  though  known  in  all  ages  and  nations,  has  never  yet 
;  been  treated  with  any  certain  method  ot  cure,  either  by  rational 
or  empirical  practice.  After  balfamic  and  detergent  remedies 
have  undergone  innumerable  trials,  the  ufe  of  medicine  is  at 
lait  almoft  totally  abandoned,  and  a  milk  diet  and  change  of  air, 
with  a  fea- voyage,  are  bi^ome  the  moft  general  refource% 
however  precarious  or  unfuccefsful.  Difeouraging,  however, 
as  is  I'ucli  a  profpe£t,  it  has  happily  not  yet  extingui filed  the 
ardour  of  medical  difquifition  ;  and  the  volume  now  before  us 
affords  another  ingenious  effort  for  directing  the  treatment  of  this 
difeafe. 

'Fhe  difcriminatlon  of  mucus  and  purulent  matter  in  a  con- 
funiption  of  the  lungs  has  afforded  much  lubjedt  of  controverfy ; 
nor  has  the  difference  hitherto  been  determined  by  any  pofitive* 
criterion.  Our  auchor’s  ohfervations  on  this  point  are  worthy 
of  attention : 

*  What  involves  this  fubjefi;  in  doubt  and  uncertainty  is,  that  mu¬ 
cus  as  w'rll  as  pus  very  frequently  finks  in  the  liquor,  examples  of 

,  which  are  to  be  met  with  every  day  ;  fo  that  no  pofitive  proof  can 
be  deduced  from  the  fufpenfion  or  finking  of  thefe  fubllances. 

*  Some  alTiftance  is  thought  to  be  obtained  from  the  colour  of  the 
matter,  as  mucus  is  mod  commonly  white  and  tranfparent,  while  pui 

»  IS  generally  greenifh,  yellow,  or  opake.  Though  this  may  be  a  very 
common  occurrence,  yet  it  cannot,  on  any  account,  be  depended 
upon,  as  the' natural  mucus  of  the  lungs  is  almoft  always  of  a  dark 
;  and  ciiieritious  colour,  and,  when  preternaturally  fecerned,  has  been 
found  to  alTume  all  the  appearances  juft  now  enumerated.  Conclufions 

have 
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have  likewife  been  drawn  from  their  different  degrees  of  confidence  t 
for  mucus  is  mod  commonly,  if  not-  always,  vifcid,  cohefive,  and 
fleaky  ;  but  pus  is  arranged  into  circular  maffes,  cafily  feparated  into 
fragments,  and  its  cohdion  fpeedlly  'dedroyed  by  agitation  in  water. 
It  has  been  fuppofed  that  the  mixture  of  the  fubftance  coughed  up 
may  throw  fome  light  on  this  fubjeft ;  for,  when  a  green  or  yel- 
lowiih  matter  is  furrounded  with  one  more  clear  and  tranfparent« 
the  part  more  deeply  tinged  has  been  commonly  confidered  as  pus, 
while  the  remaining  portion  was  looked  upon  as  mucus  alone.  But  I 
imagine  that  the  fmalled  convidlion  cannot  arife  from  fuch  a  fuppofi- 
tion,  as  we  can  eafily  fuppofc,  that  a  quantity  of  mucus  by  ftagnation  iri 
the  bronchii  may  appear  different  in  confidence  and  colour  from  what 
is  immediately  excreted  from  the  follicles  themfelves ;  and  there  is 
little  doubt  but  fuch  an  effed  may  be  often  produced  by  a  violent  fit 
of  coughing  ;  for  not  only  the  mucus  that  has  lain  dagnant  for  fome 
time,  will  Ik*  thrown  up,  but  likewife  a  quantity  immediately  from 
the  excretory  glands.  In  this  way  we  account  for  the  checquered 
afped  of  die  mucus  ^o  be  met  with  at  times  in  pneumonic  aftec* 
tions.* 

To  nfeertain  the  diftindlon  between  pus  and  mucus  Dr.  Ryan 
has  inftituted  fome  experiments,  which  differ  in  a  few  particu¬ 
lars  from  thofe  of  Mr.  Darwin  ;  but  the  variation  is  infufficient 
to  diferedit  the  following  fads,  viz.  that  a  folution  of  pus,  by 
means  of  the  vitriolic  acid,  becomes  turbid  by  the  addition  of 
water;  and  that  a  fimilar  folution  of  mucus^trcatcdexadly  in  thQ 
fame  way,  undergoes  no  fuch  alteration. 

iSevcral  phyficians  have  confidered  the  phthifis  as  the  iinavoid- 
able  corifequence  of  a  hsemoptofis ;  but  our  author,  wijh  good 
reafon,  queftions  the  truth  of  this  opinion.  There  is  onq 
circuniftance,'’  fays  he, 

*  Generally  overlooked,  which  has,  I  think,  mifled  the  greater 
pm  of  writers  on  this  fubjccl.  A  phthifis  pulmonalis  is  feldom 
known  to  finifti  its  courfe  without  a  fpitting  of  blood  occurring  in 
one  period  or  other  of  it ;  if  this  difeharge  of  blood  fhould  happen 
to  .appear  in  an  advanced  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  no  fenfible  praditioner 
will  ever  imagine  that  the  ulcer  derived  its  origin  from  fuch  a  fource; 
but  in  an  early  Hate,  and  before  the  diforder  is  clearly  marked,  if  an 
hemoptyfis  fhews  itfelf,  it  wdll  require  fome  attention  to  know  whe¬ 
ther  we  arc  to  aferibe  the  exiftence  of  the  ulcer  to  the  hemorrhagy, 
or  to  tubercles.  To  attain  this  end,  it  will  be  always  neceflary  to 
find  out  if  the  cough  had  fubfifted  for  any  length  of  time  previous  to 
the  fpitting  of  blood  ;  for  when  this  is  the  cafe  we  may  in  general 
conclude  that  tubercles  are  formed  in  the  lungs.  But  if,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  hemoptyfis  be  antecedent  to  the  cough,  or  follows  Ihortly 
after  the  firll  attack  of  the  coughing,  we  ought  to  attribute  the 
ulcer  to  the  influence  of  the  hemorrhagy.’ 

Dr.  Rj^an  ftrongly  dlfapproves  of  repeated  blood-letting  In 
the  phthifis^  upon  tltc  principle  that  this  praiVicc  incrcafcs  thq 

plethora. 
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plethora,  which  it  is  intended  to  remove.  He  feems,  however, 
to  carry  his  prohibition  to  too  great  an  extent.  For  though  it 
is  admitted  that  frequent  blood-letting  induces  a  difpofition  to 
a  plethora,  we  cannot  always,  on  that  account,  reje6t  the  opera¬ 
tion  without  facrificing  the  patient’s  immediate  fafety  to  the 
apprehenfion  of  a  future  inconvenience.  From  the  weak  Hate 
of  the  digeftive  faculties  in  a  phthifical  diforder,  blood-letting 
never  can  be  indicated  but  from  a  hazardous  degree  of  inflam¬ 
mation  ;  and  in  fuch  a  circumftance  wc  have  not  the  leaft  doubt 
that  Dr.  Ryan,  notwithftanding  his  general  principle,  would 
have  immediate  recourfe  to  phlebotomy. 

.  Our  author  is  an  advocate  for  the  ufe  of  light  animal  food 
in  confurhptive  diforders  ;  and  his  obfervations  on  this  fubjecl 
are  fupported  by  a  very  plaufible  argument.  He  means  not, 
however,  that  fuch  a  diet  ought  ever  to  be  adminiftered  to 
phthifical  patients  during  the  paroxyfms  of  the  heftic  fever. 
When  this,  indeed,  is  abfent,  a  little  latitude  in  diet  may  per¬ 
haps  be  tolerated ;  but  fuch  intervals  as  admit  of  this  latitude 
are  feldom  of  fufficient  duration  in  a  true  phthifis  pulmonalis. 
So  far  as  our  own  obfervation  goes,  a  milk  diet  is  the  regimen 
moft  fuitable  in  this  difeafe  j  and  it  is  likewife  the  general 
prailice. 

Dr.  Ryan  examines  the  various ’means  which  have  been  pro- 
pofed  for  refolving  tubercles  in  the  lungs ;  and  in  this  part  of 
the  inquiry  we  meet  with  many  praftical  obfervatu>ns.  The  ful>- 
fequent  extradt  contains  the  px[ncipal  example  that  occurs  of  the 
author’s  own  experiments  on  this  difeafe  : 

•  '  CIcuta  has,  of  late  years,  been  univerfally  employed  in  all  cafes 
of  indolent  fuelling,  and  though  it  mull  be  allowed  that  it  is  not 
poflefled  of  all  the  virtues  commonly  aferibed  to  it,  it  is,  however,  a 
medicine  of  very  confiderable  efficacy  in  many  diforders.  1  believe 
cicuta  has  feldom  been  adminillered .  to  phthiiical  patients  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  a  perfon  may  draw  a  fafe  conclufion  from  its  efFeCls, 
though  it  bids  fairer,  in  my  opinion,  for  removing  tubercles  than 
feveral  other  medicines  that  have  been  cried  up  as  valuable  noftrums. 

I  mull  own  that  I  do  not  expcdl  a  good  deal  from  the  dcobffruent 
power  of  this  remedy  ;  yet,  1  prefume,  from  its  utility  in  removing 
tumors,  analogous  to  thefe  in  the  lungs,  that  it  is  entitled  to  further  * 
trials.  It  has  been  frequently  given  in  fcrophula,  and  appeared  at 
different  times  to  have  difculfcd  the  fwcllings  thereof ;  fo  that  this 
circumflance  alone  ought  at  leafl  to  influence  pra£litIoners  fo  far  as 
to  determine  its  efficacy  by  future  experiments.  Since  1  be|;an  to 
employ  cicuta  and  coltsfoot,  I  generally  direded  them  to  be  given  ix>’ 
the  following  manner : 

*  As  I  had  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Peruvian  bark  might  be  ufei 
With  advantage,  1  ufually  combined  Its  cxtra6l  with  the  leaves  of 
cicuta,  ground  into  a  powder,  and,  had  them  fbr.med  into  pills, 

diredllng 
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dircAing  a  glafsful  of  the  infufion  or  exprdTcd  jiilce  of  coksfoot  to  be 
taken  immediately  after  the  pill  or  pills  were  fwallowcd. 

‘  In  one  cafe,  wherein  1  put  theA;^  medicines  to  the  teft,  I  thought 
the  patient  had  reaped'  fome  benefit  from  them  ;  but  as  the  hcAic 
fever  was  rapidly  approaching,  1  deemed  it  prudent  not  to  perfift  any 
longer  in  the  ufe  of  fo  powerful  a  medicine  as  the  cicuta.  From 
what  little  experience  1  have  had  in  the  confumption,  I  am  fully 
perfuaded  that  patients  in  the  advanced  ftage  of  the  diforder  will  not 
be  able  to. undergo  the  aftion  of  cicuta,  when  given  in  fuch  a  quan¬ 
tity  as  that  any  advantage  may  be  expefted  from  it  as  a  deoblli'uent* 
I  have  even  found  the  infufion  of  coltsfoot  in  the  heftic  feVer  nau- 
feate  the  ftomach,  and  fometimes  bring  on  a  vomiting.  We  fhould 
therefore,  when  we  intend  to  try  the  virtues  of  thefe  medicines,  be¬ 
gin  to  give  them  as  foon  as  we  have  any  grounds  for  fuppofing  that 
tuberculous  tumors  are  in  the  lungs,  and  continue  them  for  fuch  a 
length  of  time  as  may  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  their 
effeAs  with  fome  certainty  and  fatisfadion.’ 

•  For  ingenious  theoretical  obferv^atlons,  and  rational  argii- 
mentS)  this  Inquiry  will  afford  much  pleafure  to  medical  readers- 
The  author  has  made  a  laudable  effort  both  to  elucidate  the  caufes 
and  improve  the  method  of  cure  of  the  phthifis  pulmonalis.  An 
appendix  is  added,  containing  fome  judicious  obfervations  on 
Dr.  Reid’s  Eflav  on  the  fame  difeafe. 


Art.  XII,  Tl)e  Jggrandtj'ement  and  National  Perfection  cj 
Grecrt-Britaln ;  an  humble  Propofal^  comprehending^  under^  one 
ftmple  and  practical  Undertakings  without  laying  additional  Bur^ 
dens  upon  the  Subjects  the  Means  of  paying  of  the  public  Debt 
df  Great-Britain  within  the  Space  of  Thirty  Tears  \  of  perfe^^ 
tng  the  Police  of  the  Kingdom ;  of  promoting  public  and  private 
Hcippincfs ;  of  accornpUJhing  the  national  Improvements  \  of  ren-^ 
dering  Provifions  plentifuTy.  of  bringing  forwards  the  great 
mental  Powers  and  moral  Difpofitions  of  Mails  Jo  as  cfcCluaUy 
'  to  promote  the  public  J Welfare  \  and  fecuring  the  Stability  of  the 
Empire  upon  a  permanents  folid  Bafis :  including  the  practical 
Art  of  ameliorating  Land  to  the  greatefl  Advantage^  By 
George  Edwardss  Efq.  M.  D.  4to.  2  vols^  il.  5s.  boards. 

‘  Debrett.  London.  No  Year# 


TT  is  alwaj^s  our  defire  to  give  fuch  an  analyfis  of  fl\e  works 
that  conie  before  us  as  may  enable  our  readers  to  form  a  juft 
judgment  of  the  matter  they  contain,  and  of  the  manner  in 
which  it.  is  arranged.  But  the  prefent  work  embraces  fuch  a 
variety  of  fiibjeAsi  and  is  written  in  fuch  a  perplexed  and  dc- 
fultory  manner,  that  it  altogether  exceeds  our  power  to  give  any 

tolerable 
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teleraMc  idea  of  Its  multifarious  contents  within  the  compafs  to 
which  we  muft  confine  ourfelves ;  and  we  thought  it  the  lefs 
neceflary  to  attempt  it  as  moft  of  the  projefts  here  announced 
appear  to  be  incapable  of  being  carried  into  execution.  7'he 
work  is  written  in  the  form  of  letters,  the  genera!  fcope  of 
which  he  thus  announces  :  My  friend,  my  reader,  in  thy 

“  breaft  I  would  excite  every  feeling  which  adorns  humanity; 
«  all  thofe  generous  paflions  which  delight  in  great  actions  ; 
and  whatever  virtues  accompany  the  ardours  of  the  foul  that 
glows  with  patriotifm.  For  I  muft  afk  my  reader,  my  friend^ 
not  to  view  with  indifference  my  labours  in  a  very  arduous 
^  and  embarraffing  undertaking;  he  muft  compnificnate  me, 
^  expofing  myfelf  to  the  awful  judgment  of  a  fagacious  worid^ 
as  well  as  to  the  difquifition,  milconftruilion,  and  ridicule  of 
‘‘  the  many,  who  wield  thefe  envenomed  weapons  againft  every 
new  and  original  defign,  and  are  too  fkilfuf  iii  infinuating 
their  poifons  into  the  boforns  of  the  candid  ;  he  muft  patro- 
“  iiife  defigns  which  require  patronage,  and  make  their  merits 
of  ufe  and  fervice  to  Great-Britain ;  he  muft  embolden  a  man 
by  no  means  fo  firm  as  not  to  be  capable  of  being  deprefied. 
[  by  natural  timidity  and  modefty;  a  man  whofe  fighs  arife,. 
I  becaufe  the  labours  of  his  life  and  the  efforts  of  his  patri- 

I  otifm  could  find  no  falutary  or  liberal  channel  of  introduc-» 

I  tion  to  his  country,  without  adopting  this  necefiarily  un- 
I  finifhed  and  imperfeef  mode  of  conveyance  through  the 

I  ‘‘  medium  of  the  prefs ;  in  ihort,  my  friend  muft  vindicate  and 

defend,  magnanimoufly  fupport,  and  finite  with  me  in  fup- 
‘‘  porting,  if  it  be  laudable  and  public-fpiritcd,  the  prefent  un- 
‘‘  dertaking,  his,  mine,  and  our  country’s  caufe.  f'or,  fliculd  it 
‘‘‘deferve  mch  denominations,  it  ought,  without  a  doubt,  to  fie 
I  fupported  to  the  utmoft  ;  at  leaft  as  far  as  its  merit  extends  or 
I  ^  my  readers  abilities.” 

I  From  this  ftiort  fpecimen  our  readers  will  be  able  to  form 
I  fome  idea  of  the  entertainment  they  are  likely  to  meet  with  on 
I  the  perufal  of  thefe  voluminous  letters,  which  treat  on  the  fol- 
1  lowing  fubjefts  : 

I  Letter  1.  is  introductory. 

.r  Letter  IL  On  a  general  and  partial  police  pfopofed  to  Be 
I  eftablilhed  for  the  fervice  of  the  kingdom. 

J  Lkter  III.  On  the  practicable .  means  of  paying  off  the 
I  public  debt  of  the  nation  within  the  fpace  of  thirty  years. 

^  Letter  IV.  On  bringing  forwards  the  great  mental  powers 
I  and  moral  difpofitioii,of  man,  fo  as  effectually  to  promote  the 
I  public  welfare;  and  on  advancing  the  prefent  (late  of  civili- 
,  lation. 

Letter 
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,  Letter -V*  On  the  prailical  means  of  perfecting  agriculturei 
and  ameliorating,  to  the  greateft  advantage,  the  lands  pf  the 
kingdom. 

Letter  VI.  On  the  general  undertaking  of  the  prefent  work.  ; 

In  treating  thefe  fubjeCls  the  author’s  plans  are  immcafurably 
great,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  vilionary  in  the  extreme.  His  f 
manner  of  writing  is  whimfical  and  defultory,  full  of  egotilm  ^ 
and  endlels  digreflions  \  yet  here  and  there  wc  ftumblc  upon  a  ? 
paflage  that  deferves  to  be  attended  to.  The  Icaft  exceptionable 
part  of  tlie  work  is  that  chapter  which  treats  of  agriculture.  The 
plan  in  particular  which  he  has  fketched  out  for  a  treatife  on 
agriculture  is  exceedingly  well  conceived  ;  and,  if  executed  by  a 
perfon  of  fufficient  pradVical  knowledge,  would  be  a  very  com¬ 
plete  performance.  We  (hall  therefore  beg  leave  to  tranlcribe  it 
entire : 

^  The  System  of  Acriculturb* 

‘PART  I. 

‘  Introduiiion^ 

^  Subjeft  I.  Hiftory  of  agriculture. 

‘  Subject  II.  Authors  and  perfous  who  have  linptoved  agricu!-*  ; 
turc.  I 

‘  Subjeft  III;  The  improvement  of  agriculture.  .  ^ 

‘  SabjeftlV.  The  different  views  and  objefts  of  pradlical  agrb 
culture^ 

‘PART  II. 

‘  Preparation  of  Grounds 

•  ‘  Subject  I.  Natural  hiftory  and  properties  cf  matter,  as  it  relates 
to  agriculture. 

*  Subjeft  If.  The  foils  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  different  purpofes 
which,  as  they  differ  in  quality,  they  are  beft  calculated  to  anfwer; 
for  example:  whether  grazing,  dairy,  or  breeding  horned- cattle ;  ' 
whether  (beep,  corn,  or  other  applications  of  land  to  hulbandry.  1 
.  ‘  Subjeft  ill.  Amelioration  or  amendment  of  ground,  with  the  J 
proper  application  thereunto  of  labour  and  work. 

‘  Subjeft  IV.  Divifion  or  working  of  foil,  with  riding  and  taking 
up  of  ground.  ; 

‘  Subjeft  V.  Compreflion  of  foil. 

‘  Subjeft  VI.  Excefs  of 'water  as  prejudicial  to  ground.  | 

‘  Subjeft  VII.  Defcft  of  water  as  prejudicial  to  ground. 

•  ‘  Subjeft  Vlll.  Manures. 

‘  Subjeft  IX.  Laying  out  ground  in  the  moft  advantageous  forms 
into  fields  and  farms,  ;  ^ 

.  ‘  Subjeft  X.  Removal  of  extraneous  fubflances,  as  weeds,  ftones,  '  \ 

woods,  &c.  hurtful  to  hufbandry.  ^  ] 

*  Subjeft  XI.  Means  of  rendering  neat  and  cmbellifhing  ground,!  j 

and  the  country  in  general,  with  a  view  of  modern  gardening,  iof  ! 

called,  or  rural  embellifhmenc.  [ 

•  Sabjedi  I 
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•  SubjeA  XII.  Implements  ufeful  in  hufbandty,  as  ploughs,  haf- 
tows,  drills,  harveft  implements,  fpades,  &c. 

‘  Subjeft  Xlll.  Various  works  and  conllru£lions,  not  inllru- 
mental  *,  applied  to  different  purpofes  of  hulbandry,  fiich  at  build* 
ings,  dykes,  walls,  &c. 

‘PART  nr. 

I  » 

•  The  Cultivation  of  Crops  and  -what ever  is  grovon  by  Agricultssrt^ 

«  Subjeft  I.  Natural  hiftory  and  the  properties  of  plants  as  they  * 
relate  to  agriculture. 

«  Subject  IL  Vegetation* 

^  Subjedl  III.  General  treatment  and  obfervadons  in  regard  to 
crops. 

«  Subjeft  IV.  The  fpaces  to  be  interpofed  ^between  the  different 
plants  of  any  crop,  with  the  operation  and  efFedts  of  hoeing  ;  and  a 
generr^l  confideration  of  horfe-hoeing,  the  narrow  drilli  and  the  broads 
cart  hufbandry. 

•  Subjeft  V.  The  relations  which  different  crops  bear  to  one. 
another,  fuch  as,  the  order  of  their  fuccefSon,  their  admixture,  &G* 
as  thefc  are  moll  fcrviceable  to  the  farmer* 

‘  Sabjedt.  VI.  Difeafes  of  plants. 

‘  Siibjeft  VII.  Wheat. 

•  Subjedl  VIII.  Rye. 

•  Subjedl  IX.  Barley.  - 

^  Subject  X.  Oats. 

•  Subjedt  XI.  Beans. 

‘  Subjedl  Xfl.  Peas. 

•  Subjedt  XIII.  Buck  wheat* 

•  Subjeft  XIV.  Muftard*  .  " 

•  Subjedl  XV.  Canary  grafs. 

•  Subjedl  XVI.  Grafles,  properly  fo  called.  ’ 

'  •  Subjedl  XVII.  Lucerne.  ,  / 

‘  Subjy-a  XVIII.  Saintfoin* 

•  Subjeft  XIX.  Clover.. 

•  Subjeft  XX.  Burnet. 

,  ‘  Subjeft  XXI.  Vetches. 

•  Subjeft  XXII.  Lentils. 

‘  Subjeft  XXIII.  Turnips.  .  . 

•  Subjeft  XXIV.  Potatoes. 

•  Subjeft  XXV.  Carrots. 

:  ‘  Subjeft  XXVI.  Cabbages. 

«  Subjeft  XXVII.  Borecole. 

•  Subjeft  XXVllI.  Lapland,  or  turhip>rooted  cabbage.’ 

•  Subjeft  XXIX.  Turnip  cabbage. 

‘  Subjeft  XXX.  Whins,  or  feme. 

;  ‘Subjeft  XXXI.  Madder.  ^  , 


*  This  is  a  new  word,  as  here  ufed ;  it  feems  to  mean  hot  relating 
j  to  inffruments. 

j  *NC.  aiv.  VOL.  XII.  JULY  1788.  ^  ♦  Subjcdl 


f  Subje^l  XXXIX.  l  imber  trees  and  woods/ 

*  Subjed  XL.  Fruit  trees,  &c. 

*  Subjed  XLl.  Live  fences,  and  the  different  kinds  of  Ihrubs,  ac 
white  thorn,  crabs,  &c.  grown  for  the  purpofe. 

*  Subjed  XLII.  Plants,  as  rib  grafs,  &c.  never  grown  alone  for 
a  crop,  but  only  forming  a  part,  and  only  employed  as  additions  to 
other  crops. 

‘  Subjed  XLIII.  Propofals  of  new  crops,  or  revivals  of  fuch  as 
have  been  difeontinued. 

‘  Subjed  XLIV.  The  agriculture  of  different  countries. 

^  P  A  R  T  IV. 

^  Management  cf  the  different  Kinds  of  Stock  or  Animals  employed 

in  Hujbandry^ 

*  Subjed  I.  Natural  hiftory,  &c.  of  animals,  as  they  relate  to 
agriculture. 

*  Subjed  11*  General  treatment  and  obfcrvatlohs  in  regard  to 
ftock. 

*  Subjed  III.  The  fatting  and  grazing  of  flock. 

*  Subjed  IV.  The  relations  which  different*  kinds  of  flock  bear 
to  one  another  \  as  for  inftance,  how  far  one  kind  is  preferable  to 


how  fuch  different  kinds  fliould  be  laid  on  the  fame  pafture,  &c.  &c. 

‘  Subjed  V*  Difeafes  of  ftock. 

•  Subjed  VI.  Man,  as  a  landlord,  a  farmer,  a  fervant,  a  labourer. 

•  Subjed  VII.  Neat  or  horned  cattle. 

•  Subjed  VIII.  Sheep. 

•  Subjed  IX.  Pigs. 

•  Subjed  X.  The  horfe. 

•  Subjed  XI.  The  afs. 

•  Subjed  XII.  The  goat. 

•  Subjed  XIII.  Bees. 

•  Subjed  XIV.  Fifti. 

•  Subjed  XV.  Dogs. 

•  Subjed  XVI.  Bam-door  poultry. 

•  Subjed  XVII.  Poultry  that  ufe  the  water. 

•  Subjed  XVIII.  Pigeons. 

‘  Subjed  XIX.  Wild  animals,  either  kept  confined  and  fupported 
for  the  purpofe  of  luxury,  as  deer,  rabbits,  &c.  or  preferred  at  larg^ 
under  the  name  of  game. 

Subjed  XX.  Foreign  agriculture,  as  it  refpeds  different  kinwi 


Edwards^  PropcfaK  5i 

It  win,  we  prefume,  be  admitted  that  the  above  is  an  excel¬ 
lent  divifion  of  the  objedls  that  (hould  demand  the  attention  of 
the  farmer.  The  praftical  obfervations  that  follow,  which  the 
author  has  announced  under  the  title  of  Aphorifmsi  though  they 
(hew  that  the  author  has  taken  an  extenfive  view  of  the  Tubjedt, 
and  contain  many  ufeful  notices,  can  yet  be  confidered  only  as 
imperfedl  hints,  rather  tending  to  awaken  attention  than  to.  diredt 
the  pradlical  hufbandman.  As  a  farther  fpecimen  of  our  authorfs 
ftylc  and  maimer  of  writing  we  fhall  fubjoin  the  introdudlory  part 
of  this  letter,  as  it  gives  a  very  ftriking  pidlure  of  the  ftate  of 
his  mind,  and  the  objedls  of  his  purfuit: 

*  My  friend,  my  reader, 

*  The  fubjeft  of  the  prefent  letter  will  be  the  confideration  of  the 
improvement  of  pradlical  agriculture,  and  an  illultration  of  what 
we  advance  upon  the  fame,  by  means  of  fubjoining  a  fliort  treatife 
on  the  amelioration  of  ground,  written  under  the  form  of  aphorifins* 
Acquiring  a  knowledge  of  pradlical  agriculture,  and  the  improve¬ 
ments  of  it,  have  engaged  much  of  our  attention  in  life ;  they  have 
cofl  us  a  great  fum  of  money,  and  have  involved  us  in  immenfe 
labours  and  undertakings^  which  our  words  can  but  inadequately 
deferibe.  Very  early  in  life  an  innate  propenfity  had  taken  firm 
hold  of  our  mind,  which  urged  us  to  accomplifh  fome  great  literary 
undertaking  that  might  be  ufeful  to  mankind,  and  .whofe  charadleriftics 
might  be  univerfal  benevolence  and  philanthropy.  Uncertain  and 
unacquainted  how  to  gratify  an  inordinate  and  too  violent  a  defire  of 
this  kind,  we  yet,  on  this  account,  purfued  various  lludies  of  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds,  and  at  laft  fixed  our  attention  upon  the  improvement  of 
pradlical  agriculture,  according  to  the  moft  extenfive  views  that 
could  be  taken  of  the  fubjedl.  How  extenfive  fuch  views  are,  only 
thofe  can  tell  who  have  purfued  them.  I  can  only  give  an  idea  of 
them  by  obferving  that  their  immenfe  number  and  magnitude,  and 
their  lining  incorxeiveably  difficult  and  arduous,  have  prevented 
mankind  from  having  been  able  to  reduce  agriculture  to  a  fcience, 
and  have  foiled  all  the  world  in  their  futile  attempts,  though  all 
nations  and  all  individuals  whatever  are  iniligated  by  the  moft  in- 
tcrelling  of  motives  that  can  be  conceived  to  bring  pradlical  agri¬ 
culture  to  perfedllon.  Such,  however,  was  the  ftation  in  which  the 
ruling  paflion  of  life  placed  a  lowly  individual !  Spirit  and  exer¬ 
tions,  however,  were  not  wanting  that  bore  fome  proportion  both  to 
^  the  extent  and  greatnefs  of  fuch  views,  and  to  the  ardour  of  fuch  a 
V  paflion.  1  however  at  laft  found  there  was  fome  reafon  why  the 
;  world  had  not  brought  pradlical  agriculture  to  perfedllon ;  for  no 
’  Angle  individual  was  adequate  to  accomplifti  fo  confiderable  a  defi- 
,  deratum.  1  at  laft  found  it  advifeable  to  defift  from  the  attempt ; 
I  but  when  1  defilled  I  was  prefented  with  a  complete  pidlure  of  my 
I  whole  life  paft,  what  were  its  great  views  and  motives,  and  how  far 
:  I  was  now  capable  of  gratifying  them.  I  at  laft  faw  my  benevolent 
purpofes  blafted  ;  my  daring  wilhes  to  ftand  forward  as  a  benefadlor 
to  mankind  feemed  completely  vain  !  My  literary  talents  were  loft, 
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and  had  not  been  cultivated,  while  I  prcfTcd  Towards  folcly  dedroui 
of  learning  ufeful  knowledge*  1  however  found  1  had  acquired  and 
repolited, great  (lores  of  the  latter  kind,  and  had  become  a  man  of 
bufinefs,  and  able  to  execute  arduous  and  comprehenfive  under¬ 
takings.  My  literary  views  failed  me  ;  yet  I  conceived  1  cpuld  be 
very  ul'eful  to  carry  literary  defigns  of  the  moft  philofophical  and 
humane  tendency  into  execution  ;  and  to  form  or  ftrengthen  the  links 
which  ought  to  fublift  between  thought  and  adlion,  and  conneft  them 
together  in  the  flrongefl  manner  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  fummoned  up  a  refolution  greater  than  common,  and  now 
bring  forth  the  prefent  undertaking,  not  in  a  literary,  but  in  a 
practical  view.  1  Hand  wholly  upon  its  merits,  as  being  Capable  of 
being  executed  according  to  my  plans ;  and  I  durll  pledge  my  head 
to  carry  it  into  execution  during  my  life,  if  Providence  (hould  pro¬ 
long  to  me  the  common  natural  period  of  life  for  fo  important  a 
purpofe.* 

The  hopes  of  this  author  are  ftill  fanfxiiine,  and  his  ardour 
feemingly  unabated,  notwithftanding  his  difappointnients,  and 
his  difpofitions  benevolent  in  extreme  :  no  tinfturc  of  envy 
makes  him  ever  wi(h  to  diminifh  the  reputation  of  thofe  who  i 
have  purfued  the  lame  route  with  himfelf ;  and  if  his  zeal  for  ( 
reformation  has  made  him  fometimes  throw  out  fomc  general  I 
refleftions,  he  feems  to  be  extremely  anxious  that  they  may  not 
be  brought  to  aftedb  any  individual.  Such  amiable  difpofitions 
and  benevolent  intentions  muft  effectually  tend  co  difarm  the 
fevere  critic.  We  wifh  it  were  in  our  powxr  to  fay  more  in 
commendation  of  this  work.  We  fhall  barely  obferve,  that,  if 
our  author  meant  his  work  to  be  extenfively  ufeful,  he  fliouU 
have  taken  the  moft  effeftual  means  for  making  it  be  generally 
read.  In  this  view,  it  was  certainly  ill  judged  in  him  to  pub- 
lifti  fo  many  differtations,  on  fubjefts  of  fuch  a  different  nature, 
ill  one  performance.  A  farmer,  who  might  wifli  to  glance  at 
his  treatife  on  agriculture,  would  not  choofc  to  buy  his  political 
and  ethical  difeourfes  ;  and  a  divine,  who  (hould  incline  to 
examine  his  ethics,  might  find  the  agriculture  little  to  his 
tafte;  and  neither,  of  courfe,  would  be  read  becaufc  of  the 
incongruous  matter  with  which  they  arc  conjoined. 
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Art.  XIII.  Piters  PenCton.  A  folcjnn  Eptjile  U  a  fublimi 
Perfonage.  IVith  an  Engraving  by  an  eminent  Artiji.  By 
Peter  Pindar^  Efq.  Third  Edition^  4to.  3s,  uitched. 
Kcarflcy.  London,  1788. 

pETER’s  mufe  is  as  whlmfical,  vigorous,  and  farcaftic  as 
^  ever.  But  though  we  are  pleafed  with  her  frifky  manner^ 
we  mufl:  again  repeat  our  wifh  that  fhe  would  change  the  burden 
of  her  fong. 

The  reports  which  were  fpread  abroad  of  Peter’s  having  re¬ 
ceived  a  penfion,  gave  rile  to  the  preient  epiftle,  which  is  equal 
in  drollery  and  variety  to  any  of  his  former  produdlions.  In¬ 
deed,  the  variety  of  matter  he  has  contrived  to  introduce  is 
allonilhing :  he  never,  it  is  true,  lofes  fight  of  the  chief  objedl 
of  his  fatire,  but  he  at  the  fame  time  exhibits  many  inferior 
perfonages  in  a  ridiculous  light.  The  late  -  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Darner,  the  great  Jhe  Jiatuary^ 
Alderman  Skinner,  Mr.  Eden,  &c.  &c,  are  all  laughed  at  in 
their  turn.  This  produftion,  like  fomc  former  ones  of  the 
fame  writer,  may  be  faid  to  confift  of  air  and  recitative  ;  for 
the  author  frequently  interrupts  what  may  be  called  the  narrative 
to  entertain  us  with  a  tale  or  a  fong,  There  is  much  tendernefs 
and  elegance  in  the  foiigs,  and  the  tales  are  told  with  Peter’s 
accuftomed  fpirit.  The  following  pathetic  verfes  will  give  the 
fcader  a  very  favourable  idea  of  the  author’s  talent  for  cFegy ; 

*  To  an  Unfortunate  Beauty. 

*  Say,  lovely  maid,  with  downcaft  eye. 

And  cheek  with  filent  forrow  pale. 

What  gives  thy  heart  the  lengthened  figh. 

That,  heaving,  tells  a  mournful  tale? 

Thy  tears,  which  thus  each  other  chafe, 

Befpeak  a  bread  o’erwhelm’d  with  woe ; 

Thy  fighs,  a  ftorm  that  wrecks  thy  peace, 

\\Tich  fpuls  like  thine  fhould’ never  know. 

Oh !  tell  me,  doth  fome  favour’d  youth. 

Top  often  bled,  thy  beauties  flight  ? 

^nd  leave  thofe  thrones  of  love  and  truth. 

That  lip  and  bofom  of  delight  ? 

What  though  to  other  nymphs  he  flies. 

And  feigns  the  fond,  impaflion’d  tear  ; 

preathes  all  the  eloquence  of  fighs, 

7  treach’rpus  won  thy  artlefs  ear  ? 
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Let  not  thofe  nymphs  thy  angulih  move. 

For  whom  his  heart  may  feem  to  pine— ^ 
That  heart  lhall  ne’er  be  blell  by  love, 

Whofe  guilt  can  force  a  pang  from  thine*  . 


There  is  much  good  poetry  in  the  ferio-comical  Hymn  to 
Modefty : 


•Hymn  to  Modesty. 


*  O !  Modelly,  thou  (hy  and  blufhful  maid. 

Don’t  of  a  (imple  (hepherd  be  afraid  ; 

Wert  thou  mj  lamb — with  fweeteft  grafs  I’d  treat  thee- 
I  am  no  Wolf  fo  favage  that  fhould  eat  thee  : 

Then  hafte  with  me,  O  nymph,  to  dwell, 

And  give  a  goddefs  to  my  cell. 

Thy  fragrant  breaR,  like  Alpine  fnows  fo  white,  , 
Where  all  the  ucflling  loves  delight  to  lie  j 
Thine  eyes,  that  fhed  the  milder  light 

Of  Night’s  pale  wandVer  o  er  her  cloudlefs  fkle, 
O  nymph !  my  panting,  wifning  bolbm  warm. 

And  beam  around  me — what  a  world  of  charm ! 
Then  hatte  with  me,  O  nymph,  to  dwxU, 

And  give  a  goddefs  to  my  cell. 


Thy  flaxen  ringlets  that  luxuriant  fpread, 

And  hide  thy  bofona  with  an  envious  (hade  ; 
Thy  polifli'd  cheek  fo  dimpled,  where  the  rofc 
In  all  the  bloom  of  rip’ning  lummer  blows ; 
Thy  lufeious  lips  that  heav’nly  dreams  infpire^ 
By  beauty  form’d,  and  loaded  with  defire  ; 
With  forrow,  and  with  wonder,  lo!  1  fee 
(What  melting  treafures!)  thrown  away  on  then 
Then  hafte  wdth  me,  O  nymph,  to  dwell. 
And  give  a  goddefs  to  my  cell. 


Thou  knoweft  not  that  bofom’s  fair  defign ; 

And  as  for  thofe  two  pouting  lips  divine 

Thou  think’ll  them  form’d  alone  for  Ample  chat- 
To  bill  fo  happy  with  thy  fav’rite  dove. 

And  playful  force,*  with  fweeily  fondling  love. 
Their  kifles  on  a  lapdog  or  a  cat. 

1  hen  hafle  with  me,  meek  maid,  tp  dwell. 
And  give  a  goddefs  to  my  cell. 


Such  thoughts  tliy  fweet  fimplicity  produces ! 
But  I  can  point  out  far  fublimer  ufes  ; 

Ufes  the  vefy  bell  of  men  elleem — 

Of  which  thine  innocence  did  never  dream  : 
Then  hade  with  me,  meek  maid,  to  dwell. 
And  give  a  goddefs  to  my  cell. 
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Oh  !  fly  from  Impudence,  the  brazen  rogue, 

Whofe  flippant  tongue  hath  got  the  Irifli  brogue ; 

Whofe  hands  would  pluck  thee  like  the  faireff  flowV, 

Thy  checks,  eyes,  forehead,  lips  and  neck,  devour ; 

Shun,  fhun  that  Caliban,  and  with  me  dwell ; 

,  Then  come  and  give  a  goddefs  to  my  cell. 

The  world,  O  Ample  maid,  is  full  of  art. 

Would  turn  thee  pale,  and  fill  with  dread  thy  heart, 

Didft  thou  perceive  but  half  the  fnares 
,The  dev’l  for  charms  like  thine  prepares ! 

Then  hafle,  O  nymph,  with  me  to  dwell. 

And  give  a  goddefs  to  my  cell. 

From  morn  to  eve  my  kifs  of  Ipeechlefs  love. 

Thy  eyes^  mild  beam  and  bluflies  (hall  approve  ; 

And  lo !  from  our  fo  innocent  embrace. 

Young  Modefties  lhall  fpring,  a  numerous  race  ! 

Then  blulhing  girls  in  ev’ry  thing  like  thecy 
The  bafhful  boys  prodigioufly  like  me! 

Then  hafte  with  me,  O  nymph,  to  dwell. 

And  give  a  goddefs  to  my  cell.* 

*  From  morn  to  eve  my  ki/s  of  fpeechlefs  lo'vey 
Thy  eyes*  mild  beams  and  bluflies  fhall  improve 

The  fpeechlefs  kifs  of  love  improving  the  bluflies,  and  heighten¬ 
ing  the  luftre  of  the  eye  of  Modefty,  is.a  beautiful. idea,  exprefled 
in  the  language  of  true  pallion,  and  proves  that  Peter  has  not 
a  millflone  for  a  heart.’’ 

The  Tales  in  this  publication  are  The  Royal  Sheep — The 
K***  and  Parfon  Young — and  The  Parfon,  the  Squire,  and  the 
Spaniel.”  The  laft'  of  thefe  is" an  old  llory  new  verfified. 

We  have  already  teftified  our  difapprobation  at  the  author’s 
fporting  with  the  prefent  fubjeft ;  our  readers,  we  dare  fay,  will 
join  us,  after  having  read  the  following  conclufion  of  the  poem. 
Peter  had  exprefled  his  abhorrence  at  a  penfion  for  many  ludicrous 
reafons,  and  thus  concludes  : 

*  Yes,  fliould  I  Imitate  the  fickle  wind. 

Or  Mr.  patriot  Eden — change  my  mind  ; 

And  for  the  bard  your  majeily  Ihould  fend. 

And  fay,  ‘‘  Well  well,  well  well,  my  tuneful  friend, 

I  long,  I  long  to  give  you  fomething,  Peter — 

‘‘  You  make  fine  verfes— nothing  can  be  fweeter— 

What  will  you  have.^  what?  what  ?  fpeak  out,  fpeak  out-^ 
Yes,  yes,. you  fomething  want,  no  doubt,  no  doubt,*’ 

Or  fliould  you,  like  fome  men  who  gravely  preach, 

Forfake  your  ufual  Ihort-hand  mode  of  fpeech. 

And  thus  begin — in  bible-phrafe  fiiblime  : 

“  What  fliall  be  done  for  our  rare  fon  of  rhime? 

“  The  bard  who  full  of  vvifdom  writeth  ? 

“  The  man  in  whom  the  King  delighteth  ?” 
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Then  would  the  poet  thankfully  reply. 

With  fault’ring  voice,  low  b  w,  and  marv’ling  eye,’ 

All  meeknefs !  fuch  a  fimrle,  dovelike  thing !  • 

Blcft  be  the  bard  who  verf  s  can  indite. 

To  yield  a  fecond  Solomon  delight ! 

Thrice  bleft,  who  findeth  uvour  with  the  king? 

Since  ’tis  the  royal  will  to  give  the  bard, 

In  whom  the  king  dclighteth,.fome  reward. 

Some  mark  of  royal  bounty,  ^0  requite  him  ; 

,  O  king!  do  any  thing  but  itNtcux  him.*’ 

Upon  the  whole,  though  the  pipe  of  the  facetious  Peter  has 
played  fo  often,  and  fo  long,  it  does  not  feem  in  the  Icaft  out  of 
tunc. 

*\The  print  which  accompanies  the  poem  has  confiderablc 
merit  in  its  way ;  but  why,  in  the  figure  of  the  poet,  give  us 
fomething  fo  urdike  the  perfon  meant  to  be  exhibited  ? 


Art.  XIV.  EJfay  on  the  Impolicy  of  the  African  Slave* 

Trade.  In  Two  Parts.  By  the  Rev.  T.  Clarkfon^  M.  A*  ?vo. 

3s.  boards.  Phillips.  London,  1788. 

T  N  our  Review  for  laft  month  we  gave  an  account  of  Mr. 
•*  Clarkfon’s  former  Eflay  on  Slavery ;  our  attention  is  now 
called  for  by  the  lame  animated  writer  to  the  produftion  before 
us,  in  which  he  endeavours  to  prove,  by  a  variety  of  arguments, 
that  the  African  flave-trade  is  impolitic.  In  the  firft  place,  he 
^gucs  that  the  flave-tfadc,  confidered  abftraftedly  by  itfelf,  is 
of  no  emolument  to  the  nation ;  that  it  is  unprofitable,  on  the 
whole,  to  individuals ;  and  that  it  is  the  grave  of  our  feamen, 
deftroying  more  of  them  in  one  year  than  all  the  other  trades  in 
Oreat- Britain,  when  put  together,  deftroy  in  two.  However 
extraordinary  thefe  feveral  propofitions  may  appear,  they  are 
maintained  by  our  author,  not  upon  flight  evidence  or  fuperficial 
obfervation,  out  upon  fuch  arguments  as,  both  from  their  own 
force,  arid  by  the  fafts  upon  which  they  are  eftabliflied,  merit  the 
moft  attentive  confideration. 

The  author  next  endeavours  to  fliew  that  the  trade  which 
might  be  fubftituted  for  that  of  flaves,  in  the  natural  produc¬ 
tions  of  Africa,  if  confidered  in  the  fame  light,  would,  by  afford¬ 
ing  an  inexhauftible  mine  of  wealth  to  our  dyers  and  artificers 
in  wood,  by  enabling  us  to  break  the  monopoly  of  the  Dutch 
in  fpices,  by  repaying  us  for  the  lofs  of  America,  and  by  be¬ 
coming  the  chcapeft  market  for  all  forts  of  raw  materials  for  our 

^f  gfcst  Rational  advantage,  as  well  as  highly 
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profitable  to  individuals,  and  be  likcwife  a  nurfery  for  our  fca- 
mcn. 

That  the  flave-trade  is  a  nurfery  for  our  feamen,  an  argument 
upon  which  great  ftrefs  has  been  laid  in  the  debates  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  Mr.  Clarkfon  denies  in  the  moft  explicit  and  unequivocal 
manner,  and  affirms,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  that  it  is 
extremely  deftruftive.  To  evince  the  truth  of  this  aflertion  he 
produces  fuch  evidence  as  places,  in  the  ftrongeft  light,  the 
unwearied  induftry  with  which  he  has  examined  the  fubjedt. 
It  clearly  appears,  from  his  inveftigation,  that  if  we  refer  the 
efiimate  to  the  number  of  Ihips,  every  vefTcl  that  fiiils  from 
the  port  of  Liverpool  in  this  trade  lofes  more  than  feven  of  her 
crew ;  and  .that  if  we  refer  it  to  the  number  of  feamcn  em¬ 
ployed,  more  than  a  fifth  perilh.  This,  we  are  aflured,  has 
been  the  invariable  proportion  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  for 
many  years  ;  but  it  is  only  a  part  of  the  lofs  diftindUy  fpecified 
by  our  author  ;  a  fecond  lofs  of  feamen  enfues  from  thofe  wlio 
are  diffipated  in  the  Weft-Indies  after  their  difeharge  from 
their  refpedtive  fliips ;  and  a  third  from  the  miferable  ftate  of 
many- of  the  feamen,  who,  having  left  the  colonies  either  in  their 
own  or  other  (hips,  have  returned  home.  Our  author’s  ob- 
fervations  being  put  together,  and  the  whole  lofs,  including 
thofe  that  were  upon  the  dead  lift,  thofe  that  were  loft  in  the 
colonies,  and  thofe  that  died  or  were  rendered  unferviccable  at 
home,  being  eftimated,  it  cannot,  as  he  obferves,  be  dated  that 
Icfs  than  fifteen  feamen  in  every  veflcl,  or  nineteen  hundred  and 
fifty  out  of  the  whole  number  employed,  were  loft  to  the  fervice 
of  this  country  by  the  profecutloh'of  the  flave-trade  in  the 
year  1786;  the  lofs  dated  in  which  year,  our  author  adds,  will 
be  nearly  applicable  to  that  of  the  year  1787,  or  any  other 
year  of  what  may  be  called  the  peace  eftabllftiment  in  this 
trade. 

Our  author  next  inquires  whether  the  trade  in  the  natural 
productions  of  the  country  would  be  equally  detrimental  to  the 
ftate ;  as  it  will  be  alleged  that  the  vellels  in  which  it  is  con¬ 
duced  muft  go  to  the  fame  coaft.  This  objeCion  he  anfwers 
in  the  moft  explicit  manner,  by  endeavouring  to  prove  that  If 
the  fame  (hips  and  men  were  to  go  into  the  trade  propofed,  they 
would  not  experience  an  equal  lofs.  That  this  would  really  be 
the  cafe  he  attempts  to  demonftrate  by  recurring  to  the  caufes 
of  the  lofs  deferibed,  and  by  (liewing  tbefe  caufes  to  be  chiefly  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  trade  in  (laves,  or  fuch  as  would  ceafe  to  exift  were 
that  trade  aboliftied. 

Mr.  Clarkfon  contends  that  the  flave-trade  not  onlvdiminlfhes 
our  own  naval  ftrength,  but  iiicreafes  that  of  our  enemies.’  It 
is  clear,”  fays  he, 
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.  ‘  That  every  lot  of  (laves  which  wc  additionally  import,  or  caufc 
to  be  imported,  into  their  colonies,  enables  them  to  clear  an  addi. 
tional  piece  of  ground;  every  piece  fo  gained  Supplies  additional 
produce.  This  produce  employs  additional  feamen  ;  and  the  great 
number  of  naval  fubjeds,'  which  we  thus  additionally  raife  for  an 
enemy,  has  a  tendency  (which  is  not  to  be  pnt  in  competition  with 
the  profits  of  the  flave- trade)  to  diminilh  our  national  importance.* 

Our  author  having  examined  the  pofitive  advantages  fuppofed 
to  refult  from  the  profecution  of  the  flavc-tradc,  examines,  in 
the  fecond  part  of  theJEffay,  the  fjppofed  fatal  confequences  of 
its  abolition.  He  firft  Ihews  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
planters,  if  they  pleafe,  to  do  without  frefh  fupplics  from  the 
African  coaft  ;  fecondly,  that  if  the  importation  of  Haves  is  pro¬ 
hibited  no  want  of  cultivators  will  be  found,  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  the  number  of  cultivators  will  increafe ;  and  lafliy, 
•hat  not  only  the  planters,  but  the  flaves  and  the  iflands  will  be 
benefited  by  the  change.  To  evince  the  truth  of  the  firft  of  the 
pofitions  here  mentioned,  the  author  has  recourfe  to  a  number 
of  feufts  colledfed  from  different  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies;  and 
to  eftablifti  the  other  two  he  purfues  a  train  of  argument  ftrongly 
marked  with  probability. 

.  Our  author  farther  contends  that  the  abolition  of  the  Have- 
trade  would  not,  as  has  been  affirmed  by  the  opponents  of  this 
meafure,  annihilate  a  confiderable  branch  of  the  revenue,  but 
that  it  would,  in  fa<ft,  increafe  the  reyenue ;  and,  in  courfe  of 
time,  confiderably  augment  both  the  opulence  and  power  of  the 
nation.  But,  for  a  fatisfavftory  detail  of  the  arguments  and  obfer- 
vations  by  which  he  endeavours  to  confirm  this  opinion,  we 
muft  refer  our  readers  to  the  Effay,  w^here  they  will  find  the 
political  confequences,  both  of  the  flave-trade  and  its  abolition, 
developed  with  a  minutenefs  of  inquiry,  and  an  extent  of  infor¬ 
mation,  beyond  what  has  hitherto  been  difplayed  on  this  intereft- 
ing  fubjeft. 

We  have  thus  ftated  the  fentiments  of  our  author,  witli  fome 
of  his  reafoning ;  and  in  conclufion  we  have  to  cbferve  that  If 
the  favourers  of  the  flave-trade  have  arguments  to  offer  in  lup- 
port  of  it,  they  have  (hewn  a  want  of  policy  in  the  extreme  to 
be  fo  dilatory  in  bringing  them  forward  to  public  difcuflion. 


Art.  XV.  Variety :  a  CoIIeSfion  of  Effay s.  Written  in  the 
•  Tear  1787.  i2mo.  3s.  fewed.  Cadell.  London,  1788. 

A  Prefatory  advertifement  informs  us  that  thefe  effays  were  in- 
tended  to  have  appeared  periodically  ;  but  the  authors,  on 
confulting  their  publifher,  were  informed  that  the  times  were 
fo  piuch  altered  fince  the  World  and  the  Connoiffeur  made 
their  appearance,  that  any  attempt  to  revive  fuch  mode  of  pub¬ 
lication 
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lication  mud  now  prove  unfuccefsful.  Of  .the  certainty  of  this 
opinion,  however,  we  are  not  convinced. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  authors  of  ‘‘  Variety’^  thought  it  ad- 
vifeablc  to  fet  their  whole  flock  of  provifion  before  the  public  at 
once ;  containing  many  morfels  of  pleafant,  feme ’of  poignant, 
flavour,  and  none  quite  infipid.  The  Hljiory  of  Tarempou  and 
Serinday  with  the  various  letters  interfperfed,  will,  we  apprehend, 
be  the  moft  acceptable  parts  to  the  generality  of  readers. 

A  paper  in  the  Adventurer,  containing  the  diflrefles  of  a  poet 
reading  his  tragedy,  has  been  much  and  defervedly  adrnired. 
There  is  one  in  the  prefent  collection  nothing  inferior  to  it, 
relating  the  diflrefles  of  a  baftiful  man ;  an  abridgment  of  which 
will  enable  our  readers  to.  form  an  opinion  of  the  epiftolary 
entertainrrient  in  Variety.  You  muft  know,’’  fays  the  writer 
of  this  truly  rifible  letter,  ‘‘  that,  in  my  perfon,  I  am  tall  and 
thin,  with  a  fair  complexion,  and  light  flaxen  hair;  but 
of  fuch  extreme  fenfibility  of  fliame  that,  on  the  fmalleft  fub- 
je£t  of  confufion,  my  blood  all  rufties  into  my  cheeks,  and 
I  appear  a  perfect  full  blown  rofe.”  Having  been  fent  to 
the  univerfity  by  his  father,  a  farmer  of  no  great  property,  the 
’■  confeioufnefs  of  his  unhappy  failing  made  him  avoid  fociety,  and 
.  he  became  enamoured  of  a  college  life.  But  from  that  peaceful 
I  retreat  he  was  called  by  the  deaths  of  his  father  and  of  a  rich 
uncle,  who  left  him  a  fortune  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds.  He 
now  purchafed  an  eftate  in  the  country ;  and  his  company  was 
much  courted  by  the*  furrounding  families,  efpecially  by  fuch  as 
had  marriageable  daughters.  Though  he  wifhed  to  accept  their 
offered  friendihip,  he  was  forced- repeatedly  to  excufc  himfelf, 
under  the  pretence  of  not  being  quite^fettled  ;  for  often,  when 
he  had  rode  or  walked  with  full  intention  of  returning  their 
vlfits,  his  heart  had  failed  him  as  he  approached  their  gates,  and 
he  had  returned  homeward,  refolving  to  try  again  next  day. 
Determined,  however,  at  length  to  conquer  his  timidity,  he  ac¬ 
cepted  of  an  invitation  to  dine  with  one,  whofe  open,  eafy 
manner  left  him  no  room  to  doubt  a  cordial  welcome.  But 
the  relation  of  this  eventful  vifit  muft  be  given  in  his  own 
words : 

*  Sir  Thomas  Friendly,  who  lives  about  two  miles  diftant,  is  a 
baronet,  with  about  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year  eftate;  joining  to 
that  I  purchafed  ;  he  has  two  fons  and  five  daughters,  all  grown  up, 
and  living  with  their  mother  and  a  maiden  fitter  of  Sir  Thomas’s,  at 
Friendly  Hall,  dependent  on  their  father.  Confeious  of  my  unpo- 
lilhed  gait,  1  have  for  fome  time  paft  taken  private  lefTons  of  a 
profeflbr,  who  teaches  grown  gentlemen  to  dance and  though 
1  at  firft  found  wondrous  difficulty  in  the  art  he  taught,  my  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  mathematics  was  of  prodigious  ufe  in  teaching  me  the 
equilibrium  of  my  body,  and  the  due  adjuftment  of  the  centre  of 
gravity  to  the  five  pofitions.  Having  now  acquired  the  art  of  walk¬ 
ing 
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ing  without  tottering,  and  learned  to  make  a  bow,  I  boldly  ventiirel 


linfiipportcd  by  habitual  practice 


few.  At  my  firft  entrance  I  funimoned  all  my  fortitude,  and  made 
my  new-learned  bow  to  Lady  Friendly  ;  but  unfortunately  in  bring¬ 
ing  back  my  left  foot  to  the  third  pofition  I  trod  upon  the  gouty  toe 
of  poor  Sir  Thomas,  who  had  followed  clofe  at  my  heels  to  be  the 
nomenchtor  of  the  family.  The  confufion  this  occafioned  in  me  is 
hardly  to  be  conceived,  fince  none  but  bafhful  men  can  judge  of  my 
dilirefs ;  and  of  that  defeription  the  number  I  believe  is  very  fmall, 
Tlw  baronet's  politenefs  by  degrees  dilTipatcd  my  concern,  and  I  was 
aftouilhed  to  fee  how  far  good  breeding  could  enable  him  to  fupprefs 
bis  feelings,  and  to  appear  with  perfeft  eafe  after  fo  painful  an 
accident. 

•  The  cheerfulnefs  of  her  ladyfhip,  and  the  familiar  chat  of  the 
young  Indies,  infenfibly  led  me  to  throw  off  my  referve  and  Ihcepifli- 
»efs,  till  at  length  1  ventured  to  join  in  converfation,  and  even  to 
ftart  frelh  fubjccls.  The  library  being  richly  furnilhed  with  books 
in  elegant  bindings,  I  conceived  Sir  Thomas  to  be  a  man  of  literature, 
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felimented  tKc  pattern  of  my  walftcoat,  I  tumbled  the  whole  fcalding 
contents  into.my  lap.  In  fpite  of  an  immediate  fiipply  of  napkins  to 
wipe  the  furface  of  my  clothes,  my  black  filk  breeches  were  not  llouc 
enough  to  (ave  me  from  the  painful  efFedfs  of  this  fudden  fomenta- 
.  tlon,  and  for  fome  minutes  my  legs  and  thighs  feemed  Jlewing  in  a 
boiling  caldron;  but  recolleding  how  Sir  rhomas had  difguiled his 
torture  when  1  trod  upon  his  toe,  I  firmly  bore  my  pain  in  filcnce,  and 
fat  with  my  lower  extremities  parboiled,  amidft  the  lliflcd  giggling  of 
the  ladies  and  the  fervants. 

<  I  will  not  relate  the  feveral  blunders  which  I  made  during  the  firft 
courfe,  or  the  difirefs  occafioned*  by  my  being  defired  to  carve  a  fowl, 
or  help  to  various  difhes  that  flood  near  me,  fpilling  a  fauce-baat, 
and  knocking  down  a  fait  feller;  rather  let  me  halkn  to  the  fecoiid 
courfe,  where  frefh  difallers  overwhelmed  me  quite/^ 

‘  1  had  a  piece  of  rich  fweet  pudding  on  my  fork,  when  MHs  Loulfa 
Friendly  begged  to  trouble  me  for  a  pigeon  that  flood  near  me ;  in 
my  halte,  fcarcc  knowing  what  I  did,  1  whipped  the  pudding  into  my 
mouth,  hot  as  a  burning  coal ;  it  was  impofTible  to  co:'.ccal  my  agony; 
my  eyes  were  itarting  from  their  fockets.  At  lalf,  in  fpite  of  ihame 
and  refolution,  I  w^s  obliged  to  drop  the  caufe  of  torment  on  my 
plate.  Sir  I'homas  and  the  ladies  all  compaflionated  my  misfortune, 
and  each  ad viled  a  different  application  :  one  recommended  oil,  ano¬ 
ther  water;  but  all  agreed  that  wine  was  befl  for  drawing  out  the  fire; 
and  a  glafs  of  llicrry  was  brought  me  from  the  fideboard,  which  [ 
fnatched  up  wiih  cagernefs :  but,  Oh !  how  (hall  f  tell  the  fequel  f 
whether  the  butler  by  accident  miflook,  or  purpofcly  defigned  to  drive 
me  mad,  he  gave  me  the  flrongeft  brandy,  with  which  I  filled  my 
mouth,  already  flead  and  blillered.  Totally  iinufed  to  every  kind  of 
ardent  fpirits,  with  my  tongue,  throat,  and  palate,  as  raw  as  beef, 
what  could  1  do  ?  I  could  not  fwallow;  and  clapping  my  hands  upoii 
my  mouth,  the  curfed  liquor  fquirted  through  my  nofe  and  fingers  like 
a  fountain,  over  all  the  difhes ;  and  I  was  crufhed  by  burflsof  laughter 
from  all  quarters.  In  vain  did  Sir  Thomas  reprimand  the  fervants; 
and  Lady  Friendly  chide  her  daughters ;  for  the  meafure  of  my  fhame 
and  their’ diver fion  was  not  yet  complete.  To  relieve  me  from  the  in¬ 
tolerable  ftate  of  perfpiration  which  this  accident  had  caufed,  without 
confidering  what  I  did,  I  wiped  my  face  with  that  ill-fated  handker¬ 
chief  which  was  flill  wet  from  the  confequences  of  the  fall  of  Xeno¬ 
phon,  and  covered  all  my  features  with  ftreaks  of  ink  in  ever>"  direc¬ 
tion.  The  baronet  himfelf  could  not  fupport  this  fhock,  but  joined 
his  lady  in  the  general  laugh ;  while  I  fpriing  from  the  table  in  defpair, 
ruihed  out  of  the  houi'e,  and  ran  home  in  an  agony  of  confufion  and 
difgrace,  which  the  moft  poignant  fenfe  of  guilt  could  not  ha\^ 
excited.^ 

If  the  reader  can  perufe  the  above  account  of  Sir  Thomas 
Friendly’s  family  dinner  without  rlfible  emotions j  he ‘muft  poflcfs 
a  greater  command  over  his  mufcles  than  wc  can  pretend  to  do.- 
The  idea,  however,  is  not  new,  as  feveral.  papers  have  been 
written  upon  the  fubjeit  of  balhfulnefs  by  Dr. Johnfon  and  other 
authors. 
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Art.  XVI.  'Conftderations  fur  la  Guerre  aSluelle  des  Turcs.  Par 
Monfteur  de  Volney. 

Art.  XVI.  Confideratiom  on  the  prefent  Turkijh  War.  Bj 
Monfieur  de  Volney.  .8vo.  .136  Pages.  1788. 

T^ONSIEUR  de  Volney,  in  his  Account  of  Syria  an( 
Egypt,  proved  himfelf,  no  doubt,  an  intelligent  traveller, 
and  a  man  of  accurate  obfervation ;  but  we  mull  wait  for  the 
event  of  the  war  to  determine  .whether,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
he  be  a  prophet  or  a  dreamer ;  for,  whatever  infidels  may  fay, 
we  beg,  leave  to  confider  thefe  words  as  conveying  diftinft  ideas. 
There  are  people  who  would  contend  that  the  having  travelled 
through  two  or  three  remote  provinces,  docs  not  qualify  a  man 
to  predial  the  fate  of  a  mighty  empire,  and  would  invidioufly 
repeat  the  trite  quotation,  nefutor  ultra  crcptdaniy  but  we  will 
confine  ourfelves  within  the  ftrift  limits  of  our  occupation,  and 
content  ourfelves  with  giving  a  fliort  account  of  his  book. 

Monfieur  de  Volney  divides  his  work  into  two  parts,  in 
which  he  refpe£lively  confiders  thefe  queftions :  What  are  the 
probable  confequences  of  the  quarrel  of  the  Turks  and  Ruffians! 
and.  What  is  the  true  intereft  of  France,  and  what  ought  he 
conduct  to  be  ? 

In  the  firft  fe<Stion  he  compares  the  forces  of  the  two  em 
pires ;  oppofes  the  policy  and  difeipline  of  the  Ruffians  to  the 
blind  animofity  and  tumultuous  attacks  of  the  Turks;  affirm? 
that  Catherine’s  refources  are  infinitely  fuperior  to  thofe  of  her 
enemy ;  and  from  thefe  and  feveral  other  things  induces  the 
fall  of  the  Ottoman  power  as  the  probable  confequence.  Here 
he  takes  occafion  to  mention  a  tradition  of  the  Turks,  which  is 
indeed  curious  :  “  All  the  muflulmen,”  fays  he,  are  perfuade( 
that  their  power  and  religion  will  foon  be  at  end ;  and  that  the 
time  is  come  in  which  they  are  doomed  to  lofe  their  con* 
quefts,  return  to  Afia,  and  fix  the  feat  of  their  empire  at  home 
Thefe  prophecies  are  founded  on  the  authority  of  Mahomei 
himfelf,  and  of  feveral  Santons.” 

The  project  our  author  attributes  to  the  emprefs  is  no  Ici 
than  that  of  reeftablifhing  the  Greek  empire.  To  prove  thi' 
he  combines  a  number  of  circumftances :  Greeks,”  fa)*^ 

Monfieur  de  Volney,  ‘‘  are  invited  to  fettle  at  Peterfburgh, 
colleges  are  founded  for  their  education  ;*  Grecian  names  ar; 
given  to  the  children  of  the  great  duke,  all  born  fince  tr^ 
war;  they  are  taught  the  Greek  tongue ;  the  emprefs  conclude 
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^  treaties  with  the  emperor ;  meets  him  on  the  banks  of  the 
“  Black  Sea ;  and  on  an  arch  at  Cherfon  is  engraved,  This  is 

the  road  that  leads  to  Byzantium** 

When  we  fee  our  author  reprefenting  the  imperial  Catherine 
and  Jofeph  as  parcelling  out  the  pofleflions  of  the  Great  Turk; 
the  latter  taking  Servia,  .Albania,  Bofnia,.and  all  the  Turkifh 
dominions  on  the  coaft  of  the  Adriatic  Sea,  for  his  (hare ;  the 
former  appropriating  to  herfelf  Moldavia^  Walachia,  Bulgaria, 
and  Romelia ;  while  the  politician  is  at  a  lofs  how  to  difpofe  of 
Greece,  properly  fo  called,  the  Morea,  and  the  iflands  of  the 
Archipelago,  we  cannot  help  calling  to  mind  the  old  fable  of  the 
two  hunters  and  the  bear. 

Monfieur  de  Volney  proceeds  to  confider  how-  far  the 
cxpulfion  of  the  Turks  may  afFedt  the  commerce  of  his  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  endeavours,  with  fpecious  reafons,  to  prove  that  it  is 
the  real  intereft  of  France  to  ftaiid  an  unconcerned  fpecftator  of 
the  downfall  of  her  ancient  ally.  He  adverts  to  the  projefts  of 
feveral  perfons  who  have  advifed  the  French  government  to 
join  the  league  and  (hare  the  plunder ;  examines  particularly 
whether-  it  would  be  advantageous  to  make  the  conqueft  of 
Egypt ;  and,  after  confidering  both  fides  of  the  queftion,  decides 
in  the  negative. 

He  thinks  it  probable  that,  in  two  campaigns,  the  great 
event  of  the  war  may  be  decided,  and  the  T urks  driven  out  of 
Conftantihople.  But  as  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  year 
feem  as  yet  to  baffle  his  conjefture,  when  he  favours  us  with  a 
new  edition  of  his  performance  he  will  perhaps  revife  and  correct 
his  book,  and  allow  the  poor  mufTulmen  a  few.  months  longer 
to  prepare  their  new  lodgings  on  the  other  fide  the  Hellef- 
pont.  -  -  —  -  —  - 


So  much  for  the  matter;  the  manner  In  which  M.  de  Vol- 
ncy  delivers  his  opinions  entitles  him  to  our  commendation. 
His  thoughts  are  ingenious,  and  conveyed  in  a  ftyle  that  leaves 
us  much  to  admire,  and  little  to  cenfure.  Sometimes,  however, 
a  word  feems  to  be  mifapplied,  as  when  he  talks  of  an  hierarchy 
ofconfuls,  vice-confuls, 
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Art.  XVII.  Fragimm  de  Lcttres  orjgtrtales  de  Mademotfcllk 
Charhtte  Elizabeth  dc  Baviere^  veuve  de  A^onficury  Frere  unique 
ie  Louis  XI r,  ecrites  d  S*  A.  S.  AAonJeigneur  le  Due  Antoine 
Vlric  d$  -B....  et  d  S.A.R.  Madame  la  PrinteJJe  dt 

Galles  Caroline^  ou  Prlncejfe d* Anfpach^  De  d  1720. 


Art.  XVII.  Fragments  of  original  Letters  of  Madame  Charlotte 
Elizabeth  of  Bavaria^  tVidow  of  ALonfteur  only  Brother  of 
Lewis  XI F.  written  to  his  Serene  Highnefs  Duke  Anthony  Ulric 
§fB....  IV., and  to  her  Royal  Highnejs  Caroline  of  Anfpdd?^ 
Priticefs  of  JVales.  Between  the  Tears  1715  and  1 7 20.  1 2mo. 

R  vols.  raris,  1788. 


^l^HESE  fragments  are  faid  to  be  tranflated  from  the  original 
^  German,  and  bear  every  mark  of  authenticity  ;  they  have 
in  particular  that  naivete  which  it  is  as  difficult  to  imitate  as  to 
deferibe.  Almoft  every  fragment  contains  an  anecdote,  either 

die  principal  perfonages  of  the  court  and  family  of  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth,  or  of  fomc  other  diftinguiflied  character.  They 
are  not  only  very  entertaining,  but  ferve  to  redlify  feveral  hif- 
torical  miftakes,  and  to  exhibit  the  follies  and  meannefs  of  the 
great  vulgar.  ’Here  we  deteft  the  man  behind  the  mafk  of 
‘  greatnefe,  and  fee  that  thofe  elevated  perfons,  whom  die  gene* 
rality  of  the  world  look  upon  with  eyes  of  awe  and  envy,  arc 
neither  wifer  nor  happier  than  their  inferiors.  That  our  reader 
may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  nature  of  the  work,  ive  (hall  give 
him  two  or  three  of  the  firll  fragments  as  a  fpecimen : 

1.  Moft  terrible  libels  were  written  on  the  Cardinal  de  Ma- 
xarin,  who  pretended  to  be  highly  incenfed,  but  in  reality  card 
litde  about  the  matter.  One  day  he  ordered  all  the  copies 
that  could  poffibly  be  found  to  be  brought  to  him,  under  the; 
pretence  of  burning  them.  A  great  number  accordingly  was 
ieized  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  had  them  in  his  pofleffion  he  ordered 
them  to  be  fold  privately,  by  which  means  he  raifed  ten  thou- 
fend  crowns.  He  laughed  heartily  at  the  fuccefs  of  his  fcheme,. 
The  French,  faid  he  frequently,  are  a  very  amiable  people ;  I 
let  them  wiite  and  laugh,  and  they  let  me  do  what  I  pleafe. 

2.  Frederick  the  Fourth,  King  of  Denmark,  appeared  to  me 
to  be  rather  an  abfent  man.  During  his  ftay  here  he  took  it  in, 
his  head  to  fall  in  love  with  my  daughter  ;  and  one  day,  when 
he  was  dancing  with  her,  turned  up  his  eyes,  and  fqueezed  her 
hand  with  great  fervour.  Having  begun  his  minuet  in  one 


i 
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wav  of  eminence.  ! 
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CJ)rncr  of  tHc  "rbom,  he  went  direftly  to  the  oppofitc  end,  an^ 
coming  back  to  the  middle  of  the  apartment,  flood  there  like  "a 
ftatue.  I  believe  he  would  have  been  ftanding  there  fiill  if  I 
had  not  taken  pity  of  him,  and,  rifing  from  my  feat,'  led  him  to 
a  chair  clofe  to  my  own.  The  good  prince  was  fo  difcOncerted 
that  he  neither  knew  what  he  faid  nor  did; 

6.  The  great  aunt  of  Lord  Huntley,  Mrs.  Gordon,  was  my 
tire-woman  (dame  d’atour)  for  a  great  number  of  years.  She 
was  a  fingiilar  charadler,  and  for  ever  in  a  reverie.  One  dav4 
intending  to  feal  a  letter  in  bed*,  fhe  put  the  burning  wax  upon 
her  thigh,  and  preding  the  feal  upon  it,  at  lall  difeovered  her 
miftake,  and  cried  out  moft  terribly.  Very  often  at  playing  with 
dice  in  bed,  fhe  fpit  upon  the  fhects,  and  threw  the  dice  upon  thd 

floor . Ill  the  evening,  when  fhe  brought  me  my  head- 

drefs  to  go  to  court,  file  frequently  put  her  gloves  upon  my  head, 
and  her  hands  in  my  cap.  She  had  alfo  an  unufual  cuflom  of 
unbuttoning  the  waiflcoats  of  gentlemen  to  whom  fhe  was  fpeak-. 
ing.”  Monjieiir^  my  hufband,  fent  her  one  day  to  carry  a  niefiage 
to  the  Chevalier  de  Behvron,  the  captain  of  his  guards,  a  maa 
remarkably  tall.  As  fhe  was  a  very  little  woman,  fhe  could  not; 
reach  his  waiftcoat,  and  w'as  obliged  to  unbutton  his  other  fmall 
clothes.  The  captain  llarted  back  with  aftonifhment ;  for  hea¬ 
ven’s  fake.  Madam,  faid  he,  what  are  you  about  ?  All  thpfe  who! 
were  in  the  hall  at  St.  Cloud,  were  highly  diverted  at  the  feene.  * 

.  In  fome  of  her  anecdotes  the  princefs  lays  afide  the  refinement 
of  the  court  of  France,  andfpeaks  with  true‘Gerrnan  bluntnefs# 
She  does  not,  indeed,  abfoliitely  call  a  fpade  a  fpade ;  but  there  Is 
a  freedom  in  her  ftyle  .that  will  now  and  then  fhock  the  delicacy 
of  this  fentirhenfal  age.  A  fevV  of  the  anecdotes  are  trifling, 
but  the  workj  upon  the  whole,  is  very  intefefling.  It  does  not 
appear,  by  the  preface,  that  it  has  ever  been  printed  in  German.  ' 


Art.  XVIIJ.  Les  Fajles  de  la  Marine  Fram^oife  ;  eu  let  Acltom 
les  plus  memorahles  des  OJficiers  de  ce  Corps^  dont  la  Vic  nefe  trouvi . 
pas  dans  celles  des  plus  celebres  Marine.  VoL  II. 

RT.  XVIII.  Memorable  Actions  of  the  French  Navy^  Ss’f. 

VoL  //.,  i2mo.'  Paris,  1788. 

*• 

•  V  *  ,  i  '  ' ' 

creature’s  at  his  dirty  work  again.” — The  fame  fea- 
fon  that  caufed  us  to  notice  the  firft  volume  of  this  au- 
hor’s  work  in  our  Review  for  March,  induced  us  to  caft  our 
yes  over  the  fecond;  left  he  fhould  again  have  fet  down  aught 
n  malice.”  We  find  in  it,  according  to  our  expedlatioh,  much 
ullomc  praife  of  the  author’s  countrymen  j  many  invidious 

;t  Xnc.  REV*  VOL.  xii.  JULY  1788^  ^  refl«£Uons 
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reflections  on  the  Englifli ;  drawn  battles  magnified  into  vlctoi^ 
and  captures  of  coal  and  butter  yeflels  fcrwpuloufly  noted. 


lies 


As  M.  Richer  declares  upon  his  word  that  the  French  navy  is 
manned  with  heroes^  and  confidering  the  eafy  rate  at  which  he 
beftows  the  title,  the  marvels  he  relates  are  not  aftonifliing  ;  and 
we  expect  to  fee  many  future  volumes  of  this  wonderful  hiftory. . 


Art.  XIX.  Erminie\  Poenie  in  Trois  Chants.  Par  M.  de 
Lantier^  Chevalier  de  POrdre  de  St.  Louis j  des  Academics  di 
Marfcille^  Florence^  it  Rome. 

« 

Art.  XIX.  Erminla ;  a  Poem^  in  Three  Cantos.  By  M.  ds, 
Lantier^  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  Louis^  and  Member  of  tht 
Academies  of  MarfellleSy  Florence^  and  Rome.  l2mo.  2jz 
Pages.  Paris,  1788. 

^THIS  poem  is  partly  tranflated,  and  partly  imitated  from  the 
epifode  of  Erminia  in  Tallb’s  Jerufalem  delivered.” 
Though  the  verfification  has,  upon  the  whole,  more  harmony 
than  the  produflions  of  moft  rnodern  French  poets,  yet  we  do 
not  think  that  the  author  has  been  very  happy,  either  when  he  has 
altered,  or  w;hen  he  has  followed  his  original.  In  the  fingle  fight 
between  Tancred  and  Argante,  ^ter  the  latter’s  recovery  from 
the  penfive  mood  into  which  his  reflexions  on  the  approaching 
conqueft  of  Jerufalem  had  thrown  him,  M.  de  Lantier  renews  his 
dudgeon  by  an  apparition  of  death ;  a  repetition,  in  our  opinion, 
both  lame  and  tirefome.  That  the  learned  reader  may  judge  for 
himfelf  of  the  author’s  fuccefs  in  the  parts  he  has  tranflated,  we 
beg  him  to  compare  the  following  Ibn2^  of  TalTo  with  the 
French  verfion : 

‘  EgU,  la  fua  porgendo  alia  xnia  mano ; 

Non  afpetto  che  ’1  mio  pregar  finifle : 

Verginc  bella,  non  ricorri  in  vano ; 

.  lo  ne  faro  tuo  difenfor,  mi  difle. 

Allora  un  non  fo  che  foave  e  piano  ^ 

Sentii  ch*  al  cor  mi  feefe,  e  vi  s^affiffe  r 
Che  ferpendomi  poi  per  Talma  vaga. 

Non  fo  come,  divenne  incendio  e  piaga. 

Thefc  eight  lines  are  thus  drawn  to  French  wdre.” 

*  Tancredc  alors,  qui.ne  connoit  Tancrede ! 

M*  ofFrant  la  main  avec  ferenite. 

Me  dit;  calmez  I’eflroi  qui  vous  poflede : 

Malgre  la  guerre,  et  fa  ferocite. 

Nous  refoeftonsle  rang  ct  la  beaote. 
ce  diicouh,  a  cette  voix  touchante, 

^  .  JV I 
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J^dfai  fur  lui  lever  mes  trifles  yeux  ; 

Je  le  regardc ;  image  trop  prefentc, 

I^on,  fon  afpedl  n'avoit  rien  d’odieux ; 

Vn  charme  heureiix,  je  ne  fais  quelle  grace, 

Jj’embclliflbit,  temperoit  fon  audacc  : 

ie  treflaillis ;  inon  regard  eperdu,  . 

je  voyoit  plus  qu*une  vague  lumiere, 

Mon  coeur  trembloit;  deja  le  croirois  tu  ? 

Deja  I’amour  m’occupoit  toute  entiere  : 

Et  quel  amour!  qu’il  m^a  coute  de  pleurs?* 

What  a  diffeferice  between  this  abundance  of  idle  words, 
and  the  noble  fimplicity,  the  foare  e  piano  of  TalTou-  M.  de 
Lantier,  however,  is  not  more  defedlive  than  moft  other  French 
tranflators,  who  have  never  been  able  to  tranfplant  the  beauties  of 
foreign  poets  into  their  language.  Pope’s  Eloifa  to  Abelard’* 
by  Cotardeau,  and  ‘‘  De  Lilies  Georgicks,’*  are  perhaps  the 
only  good  tranflations  in  verfe  in  the  French  tongUe. 

The  poem,  which  makcs  butafmall  part  of  the  work,  is  fol¬ 
lowed  by  two  moral  tales.  In  the  firft,  every  one  of  the  few 
incidents  is  trite.  I'he  anecdote  of  Antiochus  j  Soter  and 
Stratonice,  which  has  been  borrowed  by  Boccace  in  his  tale  en-* 
titled  II  contc  Angv erf &c.  has  been  again  borrowed  by  M.  de 
Lantier.  The  other  has  more  merit  and  originality,  arid  isj 
upon  the  whole,  both  fprightly  and  intcrefting. 


Art^  XX.  Examen  des  Ouvrages  de  M*  de  Voltaire^^  conjideri 
comme  PoetCy  conme  Profateur^  comm  Philofophe.  Par 
Linguet. 

Art.  XX.  Review  of  the  Works  of  M,  de  VoltairCy  conjidered 
as  Poetj  Profe  Writer y  and  Philofopher.  By  M,  Linguet^  8vo. 
204  Pages.  Bruflels,  1788. 

T  F  we  remember  right,  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
this  work,  appeared  fome  years  ago  in  the  literary  annals  of 
M.  Linguet.  In  thefe  ftrictures  the  author  aflerts  that  the 
Henriade  has ‘nothing  epic  but  the  name  ;  gives  much  mingled 
praife  and  cenfure  to  Voltaire’s  dramatic  works  ;  general  com¬ 
mendation  to  his  tales  ;  and  an  unqualified  eulogium  of  his* 
fugitive  pieces.  He  alfo  enters  into  a  pretty  long  difcuflion  of 
his  philofophical  tenets,  which,  upon  the  whole,  he  condemns. 
The  reader  will  find'in  M.  Linguet’s  book  ihrewd  remarks,  and 
much  found  criticifm  ;  but,  in  bur  opinion,  he  will  alfo  find 
fome  fuperficial  arguments,  and  paradoxical  opinions ;  nay, 
what  is  hardly  pardonable  in  a  man  who  is  criticifing  the  works 
of  another,  he  will  find  very  material  defeats  in  his  language.  A 

E  2  fonorous 


^8  Fareign  Llteraiuft*  f 

.  W 

Jonorous  fca^olding  (echaffandage  fonore)  is  a  mixture  6f  ideal  j 
that  true  tafte  mull  condemn;  and  the  nobility  of  Europe 
knocked  on  the  head  hy  the  excrcnmiU  of  the  Aftatic  populace  (af. 
fommee  par  les^  excremens  de  la  populace  Afiatlque\  is  not 
only  offeniive  to  tafte  but  to  delicacy  alfo.  We  had  till  now 
thought  that  deif;n  and  atheifn  were  two  words  of  as  oppofitc 
fignincation  as  wjth  and  without ;  but  M.  Lihguct  calls  the 
former  a  flight  foftening  down  (leger  adouclflcment)  of  the 


.  Art.  XXL  Literary  hews  from  Paris.  By  a  Correfpondent. 

•^HOUGH  the  Englifli  newfpapers  aflert  that  the  king  ha^ 
*  forbidden  Monfieur  Neckar  to  anfwer  the  laft:  work  of 
M.  de  Calpnne,  I  know,  from  good  authority,  that  his  anfwer 
is  in  the  prefs.  I  am  not  able  to  learn  that  Madame  de  Sillerv 
(heretofore  Genlis)  is  preparing  any  thing  for  publication  ;  but 
am  told  that  ftxe  is  entirely  taken  up  with  the  ftudy  of  botany, 
chymiftry,  and  phyfics.  M.  de  Sutieres-Sarcey,  formerly  cap¬ 
tain  in  the  regiment  of  Bretagne  infantry,  is  publifhing  a 
courfe  of  lectures  on  agriculture,  at  the  rate  of  two  numb^ers 
every  month  ;  and  four  have  already  appeared.  The  fubferip- 
tion  at  Paris  for  the  year  is  twenty  Tour  livres.  This  gentle¬ 
man,  though  a  man  of  family  and  fortune,  has  devoted  twenty- 
five  years  to  the  ftudy  of  practical  hufbandry  ;  has  lived  as 
fervant  with  a  variety  of  farmers  ;  and  has  difdalned  no  office, 
fiowever  fefvile  or  laoorious,  that  could  afford  him  information 
in  his  favourite  fcience.  I  am  not  able  to  give  an  account  of  a 
Work  of  this  nature ;  but  I  have  read  his  firll  number,  and  have 
jTcafon  to. believe  that  his  courfe  will  contain  many  novelties  in 
rural  economy.  He  condemns  the  practice  of  pruning,  nioft 
fruit  trees,  and  propofes  a  new  metliod,  which  he  affirms  will 
make  them  rhorc  produdlive. 
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Art.  22.  7 he  Travellers  ;  a  Comedy 9  in  Three  A£lt,  As  read  wth 
Applaufe  at  the  Englijh  Readings.  By  Lieutenant  Harrifon^  of  thi 
Marines.  8vo.  is.  6d.  Hitched.  Robinfons.  London,  1788.  " 

This  comedy  appears  not  to  have  been  offered  to  the  theatre, 
nor  perhaps  intended  for  it.  The  principal  humour  contained 
in  it  is  of  a  kind  which  could  never  yet  be  made  to  fucceed  on  the 
Englifli  ftage,  for  an  obvious  reafon,  becaufe  it  is  too  little  .con-^^ 
neded  with  the  great  paffions  and  univerfal  feelings  of  human  na¬ 
ture.  ■  The  pallibn  for  virtue  is  too  obfcufe  and  circunifcribed  in  its- 
I  operation  ever  to  intereft  a  mixed  audience.  Jn  fuch  an  attempt  the 
I  united  powers  of  Arbuthnot.  Pope,  and  Gay,  failed  of  fuccefs.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Harrifon,  however,  has  contrived  to  make  feveral  laughable 
I  fccnes  in  ridicule  of  this  paffion.  We  felccl  the  following  Ihort  one, 

I  written  perhaps  with  a  dillant  view  to  Smollet’s  celebrated  Banquet,'^ 
I  in  the.  manner  of  the  ancients.  .  Foflil  is  the  virtuofo ;  Margcry-hii^ 

1  filler,  and  Maria  his  daughter  : 

t  *  FoJJil.  Pfhaw,  pfhaw — tell  me  of  ragouts  and  barbacues,  mock* 

I  turtle,  and  mutton-broth. - Have  not  your  French  cooks,  I  fay,  fub- 

I  verted  the  elegant  fimplicity  of  the  ancients  ?  .  .  :  •  •  .  't 

I  *  Margery.  Ancients,  truly. - No  more  of  your  Hot-baths,  brother  ; ; 

1 1  have  had  enough  of  Mr.  Squ^ble  and  you. flouncing  in  the  great 
I  waihing-tiib,  fprawling  like  two  frogs  In  a  ditch  in  the  mohtH  of  • 

*  April; - and  I  proteil  our  beft  beds  lhall  not  be  fpolled'aitd  made 

I  couches  oE 

5  >  FoJ/il.  Mercy  on  us ! - thefe  prejudices,  fifler,  of  yours  are  de- 

I  rived  from  the  barbarifm  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals.  You  have  no 
I  idea  of  Syracufian  luxury. 

^  ‘  Margery.  And  is  it  not  a  fhame  to  make  me  and  your  daughter: 

He  upon  your  couches  with  the  young  Tquire  and  Mr.  Squabble. — A : 
fin,  brother!- — to  think  too  of  your  fending  for  Tom  Twang-; 
dlllo,  the  blind  fiddler,  for  your  bard,  who  every  body  knows  is  a  • 
vile  ferape  ;  but  truly,  you  fuppofed  he  played  -  divinely  on  the  lyre, 
^  you  call  it.  ^  ^  . 

FoJ/iL  Any  thing  more,  fifler  Margery  } 

•  Maria.  Papa;  I  beg  you  would  difpcnfe  with  the  perfumes  of 
the  ancients, 

Margery.  Yes,  perfumes. - Have  you  forgot  the  lamp  pilr 

which  you,  the  parfon,  Tquire,  and  Mr.  Squabble,  rubbed  yourfeivcs  * 

by  mi  flake  with,  as  was  the  way,  you  faid,  with  the  ancients: - 

You  know  the  parfon  was  a  nuifance  to  the  parifh  a  week  after ;  tlie 
no  better  than  a  herring,  and  his  hounds  run  in  full  cry  at 
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his  heels,  fo  that  he  could  not  kill  a  hare  for  almoll  the  whole  fca* 
fon  ;  whilft  poor  Mr.  Squabble,  a  mere  hottentot,  every  body  avoid¬ 
ing  him  as  he  went  up  the  village  ;  and  you,  brother,  almolt  fretted 
yourfelf  to  death  bccaufe  you  could  not  exhibit  your  mufeum. 

‘  FojJiL  Any  thing  more^  maiden  lifter? 

‘  Margery.  Ver,  indeed.— ^How  did  every  body  laugh  when  you 
killed  our  old  boar,  the  only  one  in  the  parilh,  and  drefled  his  chine 
to  feaft  like  Homer’s  heroes.— You  know  he  was  fo  tough  you  left 
two  teeth  in  his  hide ;  and  the  parfon  was  fadly  difpleafed  bccaufe 
he  had  not  a  tythe  pig  that  year.  But  1  tell  you,  bpothcr,*  I’ll  pre¬ 
pare  a  good  fubftantial  dinner,  I  warrant  you,  and  whip  up  fome 
trifles,  according  to  poor  mamma’s  receipts.- 

‘  FoJJil.  Trifles,  indeed. — Here’s  gratitude  to  antiquity  for  the 
good  things  it  has  handed  down  to  u’s.  , 

*  'Margery.  Yes,  I  hayc  an  excellent  receipt  of  hers  for  a  made- 
dilh,  which  I  found  yefterday  amongft  others,  for  the  gripes  in  chil¬ 
dren — a  fprain  in  the  ankle — an  infallible  cure  for  the  rheumatifm 
—and  a  wafti  for  the  face ;  indeed  it  is  the  moft  ^fiicacious  I  ever 
made  ufe  of. 

‘‘  FoJJil.  Pox  on’t,  old  women’s  receipts  preferred  to  the  celeftial 
cookery  of  Homer** 

The  incidents  of  this  little  piece  are  few,  and  can- lay  no  ftrong 
claim  to  originality. 

Art.’ZJ*-  The  Kin^i  Ode^  in  Anffwerto  Peter  Pinddr,  oh  the  Suhje^ 
of  his  Penjion  ;  waith  a  poetical  P  reface  y  and  Four  Original  Cant  at  as  y 
hy  the  fame  Hand.  410.  2S.  6d.  Stalker.  London,  1788. 

This  manufacturer  of  rhyme  imitates  Peter  Pindar  juft  as  aukwardly 
as  the  fool  at  Aftlcy’s  or  Sadlers-Wells  imitates  the  agility  of  aft  ele¬ 
gant  vaulted. 

Art,  24.  Volcanos  Rebuke.  5ulmijfi<vely  addreffed  to  the  Worjhipful 
.  Peter  Pindar,  Ejq.  by  his  ajfe^ionate  Cotijin  Paul  Ju^^cnal,  Gent. 
To  <vohich  is  added,  a  Jkort  but  'very  pathetic  Prayer  to  the  diujine  Re- 
nsieveers  ;  wth  an  original  Vifon.  410,  3s.  Scatchard  and  Whit- 
aker.*  London,  1788. 

Another  imitator,  lllll  worfe  than  the  former.  The  following  are 
a  few  of  his  rhymes  :  nine,  fublime  ;  divine,  rhyme  ;*  diftempers, 
adventures;  fifters,  whifkefs  ;  nine,  rhime ;  cramm’d,  hand,”  hcz.  See. 
liis  rsafon  is  no  where  to  be  found  ;  but,  in  its  ftead,  w^e  difeovered 
a.ipecies  oi grammar  which  is  all  his  own ;  ecce  fignum  : 

'  •  It’ feems  a  perfefl  chart  of  Bot’ny  Bay, 

Where  Cluer  Dicey  all  his  arts  difplay' 

f  A  paltry  fungus,  in  whofe  brain  f^7r/&Tnufe 
Reveb  at  large,  and  playj  w'hat  pranks  they  choofe.* 

In  Ciort,  Vulcan  is  'a  mere  blackfmith.  .  .  ’ 
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Art.  25.  ^he  Cottagers  \  a  Comic  Opera ^  in  Tnjco  Ails.  Bj  Mi/} 

‘  A^  Ro/s  (aged  Fifteen  7‘ears)y  Daughter  of  Mrs.  Bro^'n,  of  the 
Theatre^Rqyalf  Covent -Gar den.  8vo.  is.  6d.  Printed  for  the  Au¬ 
thor.  London,  1788. 

If  the  age  of  the  writer  of  this  performance  be  truly  ftated,  and  of 
that  we  have  no  reafon  to  doubt,  her  produftion  is  certainly  entitled 
to  refpecl  and  commendation.  We  have  frequently  had  occalion  to 
remark  that  genius  and  invention  are  not  the  accompaniments  of 
early  youth  ;  out  the  Cottagers  contains  every  thing  that  could  rea- 
fonably  be  demanded  from  it.  The  language  is  neat  and  gramma¬ 
tical,  the  characters  are  regularly  fuftained,  the  dialogue  is  lively  and 
amuiing  ;  and  we  occafionally  find  inftances  of  a  knowledge  of  the 
world  greatly  beyond  what  could  have  been  expeCted  from  fo  young 
a  writer. 

Art.  26.  An  Irregular  Ode  to  General  Elliot.  By  Henry  Francis 
Cary.  4to.  is.  Piercy,  Birmingham.  No  Year. 

The  author  of  this  performance  is  but  fifteen'  years  old ;  and, 
having  acquitted  himfelf  pretty  well  for  that  age,  we  would  recom¬ 
mend  to  him  a  ten  years  courfe  of  reading,  obfervation,  and  iludy^ 
before  he  appears  again  in  public  as  an  author. 

Art.  27.  Petrarch  to  Laura  ;  a  Poetical  Epijllc.  By  Mr.  C.  fames. 
4to.  2S.  6d.  Walter.  London,  1786. 

Mr.  C.  James  informs  us,  in  his  preface  and  notes,  that  this  poem 
was  completed,  with  the  exception  of  fomc  few  lines,  in  fix  fucceffive 
mornings ;  a  piece  bf  information  which  can  neither  enhance  its  beau¬ 
ties,  nor  extenuate  its  faults.  Whether  a  poem  be  good  or  bad,  is 
the  grand  queftion,  not  whether  it  was  quickly  or  flowly  produced. 
For,  in  truth,  thofe  rhymes  are  not  always  the  beft  which  are  poured 
forth  with  the  greateft  rapidity ;  and  Mr.  James,  perhaps,  might  have 
(pent  a  /event h  morning  not  uriprotitably  in  the  correftion  and  amend¬ 
ment  of  his  work.  He  would  not  then  have  given  a  repetition  of  thc- 
fani’e  found  for  a  rhyme : 

*  What  are  its  manfions  of  eternal  lights 
Seraphic  founds,  or  raptures  of  didight  P 

And  again : 

'  ^  Too  well  this  heart  the  bitter  truth  avovjSf 

Whence  confcience  tears  me  from  its  guilty  vavjs* 

Nor  would  he  have  allowed  fo  many  expreflions  to  remain  which 
convey  no  ideas,  at  leall  no  diftinCt  ones,  to  the  reader’s  mind. 

Art.  28.  The  Country  Book  Club  %  a  Poem.  4to.  2S.  6d.  Lowndes’. 
London,  1788. 

There  is  a  pleafantry  in  the  conduft  and  verfificatlon  of  this  per¬ 
formance,  and  the  fubjecl  is  well  fupported.  Burlefque  feems  to  be 
Ae  author’s  forte. 
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Art.  29,  Poems  on  fencer al  Occhjtons»  By  the  late  Edwcard  Lovilomf^ 
Efq*  3s.  fewed.  Dodfley.  London,  1788. 

An  advertifement  prefixed  to  thefe  poems  iniorms  us  that  their  au^ 
thor  was  a  gentleman  of  fonune,  who  puffed  the  greater  part  of  his 
years  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hampton,  in  Miudlefex,  where  he 
lived  greatly  beloved  by  thole  who  bell  kpew  him  ;  that  he  was  ari 
admirable  fcholar,  of  very  amiable  manntrs,  and  of  univerfal  bone- 
volence  ;  and  that  the  little  pieces  which  cempofe  this  volume  were 
chiefly  written  on  fuch  incidents  as  occafionally  arofe  in  thofe  focieties 
which  he  moft  frequented. 

They  are  accordingly  the  poems  of  an  indolent  man,  not  deftitutc 
of  genius,  but  little  capable  of  continued  exeriicn ;  and  though  none 
pf  them  rife  to  excellence,  yet  many  of  them  are  pleafing. 

Art.  30.  The  Beauties  of  the  Rambler y  Adventurer y  Connoijfeury 
W or  Id y  and  Idler.  In^voo  Volumes,  12  mb.  6s.  Kearlley.  Lon* 
don,  1787. 

The  editors  of  fuch  compilations  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
induftry,  though  we  are  really  incapable  of  difeovering  what  utility 
they  poflefs.  Cheapnefs  cannot  be  an  objedl,  fince  an  equal  quantity 
of  the  works  of  thefe  authors  might  be  bought  for  the  fame  money, 
iingarblcd,  at  any  of  the  fecondhand  bookfellers.  If  the  ufe  of 
fchools  was  intended,  we  think  the  editor  has  been  unfortunate  in 
his  choice ;  fince,  of  all  the  works  w  hich  are  here  extradled,  only 
one  is  in  any  fort  calculated  for  the  perufal  of  youth.  The  Rambler 
and  the  Idler  are  too  ferious  for  his  tafle,  and  too  elevated  for  his 
comprehenfion.  The  \^'orld  is  too  frivolous  and  nugatory  ;  and  the 
ConnoilTeur  is  too  fatirical  and  comic,  and  depends  too  much  in  its 
reader  upon  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  ceremonies  arid  eflablifhed 
forms  of  humanTife.  Perhaps,  then,  he  imagines  that  the  w'orks  of 
a  ]ohnfon  and  a  Hawkefworth  will  perifli  in  the  viciffitude  of  human 
things,  and  is  willing,  in  his  immortal  page,  to  preferve  a  memorial 
of  thefe  writers,  as  'we  have  fragments  of  Alexus,  Pliilcmon,  and 
Menander. 

Art.  31.  Familiar^  Letters  fr.cm  a  Gentleman  to  a  fe  vo  felecl  Friends  ; 
VL'ith  fome  original  Poems  on  various  Subjedls.  8v6.  4s,  White, 
London,  1788. 

Thefe  familiar.  letters  may  be  thought  very  entertaining  by  the 
gentleman  who  wrote  them,  and  by  his  feledl  friends y  to  whom  tliey 
are  written  ;  but  the  generality  of  readers  will,  in  many  parts,  find 
th.eih.  unintelligible,  and  in  all,  infipid.  The  poetry  is  not  inferior 
to  the  profe  in  tliofe  qualities  which  have  been  mentioned. 

Art.  3^.  Elisca  CUland \  a  Novel.  2  vols.  lamo.  5s.  Lane.  Lon¬ 
don,  1788. 

This  novel  has  two  heroines  to  reprefent  the  happy  and  unhappy 
fiates  of  marriage^  Eliza  Cleland, ’or  rather  Eliza  Johnfon,  is  the 
unfortunate  wife;  by  the  beneficence  of  the  good  hulband  flie  is 
finally  relieved  ;  but  what  becomes  of  her  during  her  widowhood,  is 
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liO  where  divulged.  The  ftyle  is  pompous ;  but  neither  charaften 
nor  incidents  have  any  claim  to  originality. 

Art.  33.  Original  Letters  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Laurence  St  erne  y  never 
before  fublijhed.  i2mo.  3s.  fewed.  Longman.  London,  17S8. 

Some  of  thefe  letters  might  have  been  the  produftion  of  Sterne ; 
but  a  poverty,  of  language,  and  vulgarity  of  phrafe,  convince  us 
that' they  arc  not  all  his.  There  are  beiides  leveral  attempts  at 
wit,  which  are  very  inferior  toTrillram  Shandy’s.  It  may,  how¬ 
ever  be  fald  that  thefe  letters,  being  chiefly  on  private  lubjefts,  were 
written  by  Sterne  in  his  hally  moments  :  but  where  is  the  introduc¬ 
tion  or  prefiice  to  inform  us  how  they  were  difeovered  and  preferved  I 
This,  it  feems,  wms  deemed  unnece/Tary  ;  for  if  the  letters  *zvrrr  WTit- 
len  by  Sterne,  we  could  not  doubt  it ;  and  if  not,  the  dead  can  tell  n§ 
tales.  The  author  deferves  praife  for  a  few  imitations. 

Art.  34.  The  Principles  of  Britijh  Policy  contra  fed  r,vith  a  French 
j4Uia7Ke,  In  Five  Letters  from  a  IVhig  Member  of  Parliament  to  a 
Country  Gentleman,  8vo.  is.  6d.  .  Debrctt.  London,  1787. 

The  author  of  thefe  letters  is  decidedly  againd  entering  into  any 
commercial  treaty  with  France,  as  being  detrimental  to  our  political 
interelts,  which,  lays  he,  were  never  more  oppofite  to  thofe  of  France 
than  they  are  now.  Her  views  have  been  conflantly  direded  agaiiilt 
the  common  liberties  of  mankind.  Her  power  never  was  fo  great ; 
her  inclinations  to  anniliilate  our  importance  in  the  fcale  of  nations 
never  was  fo  manifefl.  it  is  no  new  axiom,  he  adds,  in  politics  that 
a  date  may  lofe  its  importance  with  the  prefervation,  nay  the  ex- 
tenfion,  of  its  commerce.  Great- Britain  and  France  are  both  very 
great  commercial  countries  ;  but  mere  commercial  profits  are  in 
neither  the  foie  end  of  their  local  inftitjution.  There  is  a  ceriain 
rank  and  dignity  which  every  great  empire  mud  rieceffarily  fupport 
among  its  neighbours.  The  wealth  of  a  nation  is  juftly  faid  to 
confut  in  the  number  of  induftrious  poor  it  employs;  but  tlie 
ftrength  of  a  nation  is  a  different  thing,  and  depends  upon  the  na¬ 
ture  of  their  employments.  Holland  is,  beyond  all  proportion,  the 
wealthieft  and  the  moft  indudrious  country  in  the  world,  confiding, 
of  ah  equal  number  of  inhabitants ;  but  their  fydem,  for  thefe  lait 
fifty  years,  has  rendered  them  jud  as  indifputably  the  weaked.  Great- 
Britain  is  undoubtedly  more  a  commercial  country  than  France. 
But  if  this  fuperiority  be  to  our  advantage,  it  involves  a  confequence 
^at,  pulhed  to  its  extent,  may  be  of  the  greateft  mifehief  by  bringl 
ing  us  into  precifely  the  fame  fituation  with  Holland. 

Such  are  the  arguments  offered  by  this  writer  againfl  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  France,  which  he  confiders  as  fet  on  foot  with  a  view 
to  lull  us  afleep  by  its  commercial  benefits ;  while  the  French  are 
purfuing  their  old  plan  of  univerfal  monarchy,  which  he  endeavours 

aiming  at  for  thefe  two  cen- 
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i^RT.  35*  Ah  Anfwer  to  the  complete  Invefligatlon  of  Mr,  Eden^s  Treaty^ 
8vo.  IS.  Stockdale.  London,  1787. 

.  This  pamphlet  feems  written  ciuefly  with  a  view  to  detefl  fome 
erroneous  osculations  refpeding  the  imports  and  exports,  and  the 
amount  of  the  duties  payable  on  goods  imported  into  France  during 
our  former  treaties  of  commerce  with  that  nation.  I'he  anfwer  is  a 
very  ftiort  one,  and  does  not  appear  to  us  to  have  been  fo  well  di- 
gefled  as  it  might  have  been.  With  regard  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
which  the  author  of  the  Complete  Invelligation  afh  rts  to  have  been 
more  beneficial  to  us  than  the  prefent,  he  fays  that  fo  far  from  its 
bein^  fo,  our  goods  were  by  that  treaty  admitted  into  France  under 
a  tariff  confiderably  more  unfavourable  to  us  ;  and  we  were  compelled 
to  receive  their  filks  upon  paying  a  moderate  duty,  which  are  now 
entirely  prohibited.  He  alfo  adds,  with  great  propriety,  that  aigu- 
ments  drawn  from  the  Hate  of  our  trade  a  century  ago,  when  all  our 
manufactures  were  in  their  infancy,  mull,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  in¬ 
applicable  to  our  prefent  fit  nation. 


Art. 


i*.-: 


Art.  36.  Anecdotes  of  Junius  :  to  fwkich  is  prefixed  the  Kin^s  Reply, 

8vo.  IS.  6d.  T.  Baker,  Southampton ;  J.hew,  London.  1788. 

Title-pages  are  deceitful  things.  The  purchafer  of  this  pamphlet 
will  know  juft  as  much  of  Junius  as  he  did  before  the  valuable  ac- 
quifition.  Without  a  fhadow  of  proof,  without  attempting  any 
toing  of  the  kind,  this  Southampton  pamphleteer  roundly  afferts 
that  Mr.  Burke  was  the  w'riter  of  the  letters  which  appeared  under  the 
fignature  of  Junius.  What  follows  under  the  name  of  Anecdotes,  is 
n  meagre  account  of  the  writings  and  political  conduft  of  Mr.  Burke. 
What  is  called  the  King’s  Reply  to  Junius  is  not  badly  written,  but 
cannot  at  prefent  be  iniereiiing  ;  it  is  a  difh  out  of  feafon. 


Art.  37.  An  Addrefis  to  the  Soever etgn  on  the  Mint Per'^ s  ConduB  in 
rejeBing  the  Petitions  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Royal  Na^jy,  Bo  'i.vhlch 
is  added i  St ri Bures  on  the  late  Promotion  of  Flag-Offxei's,  8\'0.  2S. 
fewed.  Bew.  London,  1788. 

We  cannot  pafs  over  this  Addrefs  without  giving  it  that  praife 
which  a  laudable  zeal  in  behalf  of  an  honourable  caufe,  fupported 
by  the  accurate  invelligation  of  fuperior  knowledge  and  eminent  abi¬ 
lities,  deferves.  But  all  publications  upon  partial  fubjefts  can  never 
expc^\  to  become  objedls  of  general  curiofity. 


Art,  38.  B^he  Prefint  State  of  Maryland.  By  the  Delegates  of  tht 
People.  8vo.  is.  Stockdale.  London,  1788. 

‘  According  to  this  ftatement,  which  is  drawn  up  by  the  reprefenta- 
tives  in  the  general  affembly,  it  appears  that  the  aft'airs  of  Maryland 
are  at  prefent  in  a  critical  fituation.  For  the  relief  of  the  province  it 
has  been  thought  expedient  to  ffiue  paper  money;  and  indeed  it 
feems.  to  be  the  only  refource  that  can  anfwer  the  exigency  of  the 
people.  If  the  plan  be  ereded  on  a  fure  foundation,  it  will  become 
an  objeft  of  public  advantage  to  the  province. 
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I  ART'.' 59.  Obfer^vAtions  rtlati^e  to  the  Minerahgical  and  Chemical 
I  ^Hijiory  of  the  Foffils  of  Cornwall.  By  Martin  Henry  Klaproth* 
I  i  ^ranjlated from  the  German  by  John  Gottlieb  Grojehke^  M*D*  Svo. 
I  ,.25.6d4  Johhfon.  London,  1787. 

I  Thcic  Obfervations  are  drawn  up  entirely  from  the  accounts  which 

11  the  author  had  received  of  the  natural  hiltory  of  Cornwall,  and  h\s 
I  own  colledlion  of  minerals.  When  this  circumllance  is  confidered, 
^  the  cxtenfive  knowledge  of  the  fubjc^l  difeovered  by  Mr.  Klaproth 
may  juftly  appear  furprifing.  From  the  late  great  improvements  in 
chymillry  there  is  reafon  to  expedl  that  the  fcience  of  metallurgy  will 
likewife  foon  be  carried  to  a  higher  degree  of  advancement ;  and  we 
are  glad  to  think  that,  in  promoting  a  branch  of  inveftigation  fo 
ufeful,  efpecially  to  this  country,' this  example  of  inquifitive  induftry 
in  a  foreigner  will  prove  a  powerful  excitement.  Mr.  Klaproth  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  furnilhed  with  an  ample  colleftion  of  fpecimens 
from  the  different  mines  in  Cornwall ;  nor  has  he  failed  of  ana- 
lyfing  them  with  fuitable  care  and  judgment.  His  obfervations  dif- 
cbver  juftnefs  of ,  conception  ;  and  the  experiments' with  which  they 
are  accompanied  tend  to  throw  a  ftrongcr  light  on  fome  fubjefts  hi¬ 
therto  but  imperfectly  invelUgated.  The  tranflator  of  the  Obferva- 
tions^  though  likewife  a  foreigner,  has  performed  his  talk  not  only 
with  exaCtnefs  but  perfpicuity. 

Art.  40.  Salutary  Admonitions  to  the  DiJfenterSy  in  a  Letter  to  Thomas 
^  Rogers i  E/q.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  Ejlablijhment  of  a 
new  Academical  Injl it ut ion*  8vo,  is.  Bew.  London,  1788. 

•  The  author  of  this  Letter  indulges  himfelf  in  farcaftical  reflexions 
on  the  divifions  and  the  political  intrigues  of  the  diflenters,  whom 
he  likewife  treats  with  fcqrnful  remarks  for  having  accepted  from  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  the  regium  donum.  But  whatever  foundation  there 
may  be  for  fome  of  thofe  fneers,  it  favours  of  illiberality  to  refleC^ 
on  a  refpcftable  clafs  of  men  for  the  mifconduCl  of  a  few  indi¬ 
viduals. 

Art.  41 .  An  EJfay  on  the  Bite  of  a  Mad  Dog  ;  with  Obfervations  on 
John  Hunter^ s  Treatment  of  the  Cafe  of  Majler  R  —  —  ;  and  alfo  a 
^Recital  of  the  fuccefsful  Treatment  of  Two  Cafes.  By  JeJfe  Fcot^ 
Btrrgeon*  8 Vo.  2S..  Becket.  London,  1788. 

That  towards  the  prevention  of  *  the  hydrophdiia,  confequent  to 
the  bile  of  a  mad  dog,  the  cutting  out  of  the  part  bitten  is  the 
only  efFeClual  remedy,  has  been  repeatedly  inculcated  by  medical 
writers,  and  is  once  more  inculcated  by  Mr.  Foot.  A  faft  now  fo 
generally  admitted,  however,  might  have  been  fufficiently  confirmed 
in  lefs  than  feventy-eight  pages,  and  without  a  fuperfluous  extraX,  of 
fixteen  pages,  from  Fontana’s  Experiments  on  the  Bite  of  a  Viper. 
We  cannot  help  obferving  that  Mr.  Foot’s  llriXures  on  the  treatment 
of  young  Mr.  R—  betray  a  petulant  animofity  particularly  unbecom¬ 
ing  any  member  of  a  liberal  profeflion.  That  “  medicine  was 
printed,”  as  we  are  told  in  p.  2;,  and  that  “  cafes  have  recovered,'* 
as  the  author  tells  us  in  p.  26,  are  the  only  extraordinary  fads  that 
meet  with  in  this  pamphlet. 

Art. 
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Art.  42.  j! fenv  Remarks  upun  the  Treatment  and  Cun  of  Venereal 
and  Scorbutic  Diforders  ;  fubmitting  a  ne^zu  Medicine  to  the  Conjidtr- 
at  ion  of  the  Public*  To  nxihich  are  added y  feateral  fele^  Cafes  t§ 
pro've  the  Efficacy  of  the  Remedy  here  recommended.  By  J*  Donovan^ 
Surgeon.  8vo.  ls.6J.  Egcrton.  London,  1788. 

This  pamphlet  is  one  of  thofe  literary  harbingers  fo  frequently 
employed  for  introducing  to  the  public  a  new  noftrum  ;  the  efficacy 
of  which,  in  the  prefent  inflance,  is  recommended  by  five  venereal, 
and  three  fcorbutic  cafes,  all  unauthenticated.  We  fufpedl  that 
Mr.  Donovan’s  new  medicine  is  really  an  old  one  in  difgulfe. 

Art.  43.  Catherine  ;  or.  The  Wood  of  Leavellyn  :  a  defcriptlve  Tale* 
izmo.  2  vols.  5s.  fewed.  Lane.  London,  1788. 

'rhere  are  feveral  parts  of  this  tale  which  go  beyond  the  bounds 
of  probability  ;  though  it  is,  upon  the  whole,  not  uninterefting.  The 
language  is,  in  general,  eafy,  and  fometimes  elegant. 

Art.  44.  The  Tnuin  Brothers  ;  or,  A  AVov  Book  of  Difcipline for  In- 
fdeh  and  Old  Offiaidcrs.  L:  Profe  and  Verfe*  8vo.  2S.  fewed. 
Elliot  and  Co.  London,  1787. 

/I  he  former  of  thefe  Twin  Brothers  is  an  effay  in  verfe,  which  the 
author  calls  “  A  New  Colony  propofed  and  confidered  ;  a  Converl'a* 
lion,  Anno  1783  ;  with  Notes  and lllullrations  variorum.”  The  latter 
is. in  Profe,  and  is  called*  A  New  Exhibition;  or  Sermon  written 
ini  a  new  Plan.  AddrelTed  to  a  Congregation  of  old  Bucks,  who 
hill  keep  it  up,  and  are  the  Patrons  and  Patterns  of  the  Rifing  Gc- 
ncratio  i  of  Hold  Spirits.  With  Anecdotes  and  Obfervations  for  the 
Ufe  of  the  Public,  and  particularly  Parents  and  Guardians.”  The 
former  of  thefe  Efiays  is  obfeure,  without  being  poetical.  The  latter 
is  intended  to  ridicule  mankind'out  of  their  vices  and  follies,  la 
both,  however,  the  author  attempts  wit  without  reaching  it;  which, 
of  courfc,  renders  his  produdtlons  infipid. 

Art.  45.  Retribution  ;  a  No'vel.  By  the  Author  of  the  GamferSy  l5c. 
In  Three  Volumes.  9s.  fewed.  Robinfons.  •  London,  1788. 

Some  inftruflion  and  entertainment  may  be  derived  from  this 
r.cvcl,  though- it  has' no  claim  to*  originality,  either  with  regard 
plot  or  fentiment.  The  hufband  who  fpoils  his  wife  by  extravagant 
indulgence,  may  here  lake  an.ufeful  ldt«n  for  the  amendment  of  hi^ 
condud. 

Art.  46.  Laura  ;  or.  Letters  from  fome  Peifons  in  Switzerland.  By 
the  Authqr  of  Camille.  Tranjlated  from  the  French.  1  zmo.  4  voU. 
los.  fewed.  Hookham.  London,  1788. 

The  palfion  of  love,  and  its  influence  upon  the  unexperienced 
female  heart,  are  well  painted  in  thefe  volumes.  They  are  inter- 
fperfed  with  valuable  fentiments  on  various  fubjefls.  1'he  flyle  of 
the  tranflation,  is,  however,  incorr^ft  and  inelegant. 
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Art/47*  Lumley-Houfe  \  the  frft  Attempt  of  a  young  l2mo. 

3  vol.  7s.  6d.  Lane.  London,  17S7. 

The  novel,  conlidered  as  the  firft  produflion  of  a  young  lady,  Is 
entitled  to  commendation.  Neither  the  incidents  nor  fentiments, 
however,  have  any  claim  to  originality. 

Art.  48.  Ar delta  ;  a  Poem.  Addrejfed  to  Charles  Cooper,  E/q.  410, 
IS.  Baldwin.  London,  178S. 

A  melancholy  talc  of  feduftlon  told  in  verfes  not  below  mediocrity* 
For  its  moral  tendency  we  recommend  it  to  the  perufal  of  the  younger 
part  of  our  fair  readers.  '  - 

Art.  49.  Georgina  ;  or,  Metnoirs  of  the  Belmour  Family.  By  a  young 
'  Lady.  i2mo.  4  vols.  los.  fewed.  Baldwin.  London,  1788. 

In  this  novel  there  is  Ihewn  a  confiderable  fhare  of  invention.  It 
is,  however,  fomewhat  perplexed  by  too  many  (lories,  not  fufficiently 
connefted  with  each  other.  It  exhibits  fome  ridiculous  charaftert 
in  a  julUy  ludicrous  point  of  view. 

Art.  50.  IntereJlingVie^^s  of  Chriftianity  %  being  al*ranfatkn  of  m 
Part  of  a  celebrated  Work  of  Mr.  Bonnet,  entitled  Rechercbes  Philefc^ 
phiques  fur  les  preuves  de  Chriftianifme.  12mo.  2S.  6d*  Dilly, 

London,  1787. 

This  little  volume  contains  fbme  excellent  and  ftriking  arguments 
to  prove  the  divine  miffion  of  Jefus  Chrift.  They  >yho  are  engaged  ia 
the  education  of  youth  may,  with  great  advantage,  recommend  it  to 
the  attention  of  their  pupils. 


For  the  ENGLISH  REVIEIK 
•NATIONAL  AFFAIRS.' 
For  JULY  1788* 

BELLIGERENT  POWERS. 

A  Stagnation  of  public  events  has  prevailed  during  the  cour(e  ’ 
^  of  this  month.  The  vaft  preparations  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  which  threatened  a  tempeft  in  the  political  horizon,  has. 
been  fucceeded  by  a  portentous  calm,  in  which  the  ardour  of  all 
parties  feems,  for  a  time,  to  be  extinguilhed.  The  emperor 
has  made  little  ufe  of  an  immenfe  army,  maintained  at  a  prodi-. 
gious  expence,  and  for  the  augmentation  of  which  he  had  nearly, 
denounced  hoftilities  againft  the  republic  of  Venice.  The 
Ruflian  alfo,  whofe  menaces  have  lilcewife  been  refounded  over 
Europe,  has  not  yet  palfed  the  Niefter  \  and  the  Swedes,  whofl? 

cxpeditipi^ 
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expedition  demanded  vi^^our  and  celerity,  appear  to  be  -felzed 
with  the  fame  extraordinary  torpor.  The  Turk  is  the  only 
power  that  has  efcaped  this  general  influenza*  He  not  only 
guarded  his  extenfive  frontier  againft  any  furprife  from  hi$,ejie-» 
mics,  but  even  chafed  them  with  vindictive  arms  into  the  doi 
minions  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom* 

POLAND. 

.  Were  the  King  of  Poland  not  deaf  to  the  calls  of  ambition' 
were  the  views  of  the  nobles  not  limited  to  their  own  ariftocra- 
tical  independence  \  and.  were  the  people  not  ftrangers  to  the 
fentiments  of  national  freedom  ;  their  united  efforts  might  now,' 
with  the  alTiftance  of  the  Ottoman  power,  refeind  the. late  vio¬ 
lent  partition,  and  reft  ore  the  grandeur  of  their  country.  But 
Poland  is  a  nation  incapable  of  great  exertions  of  patriotlfm. 
It  neither  poflclfes  a  fpirit  of  general  liberty  to  animate  the 
people,  nor  a  fupreme  executive  }X)wer  to  give  immediate 
efficiency  to  important  enterprife :  an  unhappy  conftitution,  not 
better  calculated  for  maintaining  internal  quiet  tlian  for  refifting 
foreign  depredation. 

FRANCE. 

f 

The  fudden  remiffion  of  the  commotions  in  France  corref- 
ponds  to  the  general  inadlivity  of  the  belligerent  powers,  but  k 
equally  repugnant  to  the  fuppofition  either  of  political  wifdorn  in 
the  king,  or  of  public  virtue  in  .the  people.  When  the  oppo-, 
fition  to  the  meafures  of  government  had  become  extremely 
formidable,  and  almoft  general  over  the  nation,  the  fovefeign, 
inftead  of  relinquifliing  his  obnoxious  plan,  thinks  it  fufficient 
to  proclaini  that  he  will  have  no  rccourfe  to  any  pecuniary  aid 
from  his  fubjcdls  until  he  meets  the 'aflenibly  of  the  ftates  ;  ‘  and, 
upon  this  declaration,  oppqfition  has  inftantly  fubfided.  The 
time  propofed  for  calling  this  aflembly,  however,  is  not  before 
the  month  of  May  next ;  and  in  the  interval  the  king  is  with 
impunity  exercifmg  a  defpotifm  which  betrays  more  of  the  fpirit 
of  obftinacy  and  refentment  than  of  lenity  or  conciliation.  Not 
content With  committing  to  prifon,  by  his  arbitrary  mandate,  ft- 
vcral  individuals  of  rank  and  confequence  in  the  nation,  he  ha^ 
even  proceeded  to  the  public  outrage  of  fending  to  the  Baftile 
twrlvr  deputiw,  who.  had  been  commiffioned  by  the  province  of 
Brrtanny/tb  prcfeiit  him  with  a  dutiful  remonftrance.  If  any 
thing  can  evince  ah  inflexible  refolution  to  perfevere  in  main- 
tainirig'his  new  plan  of  government,  it  is  doubtlefs  fuch  con- 
du6l  as  this,  'which  can  be  explained  upon  no  principle  of'  policy 
but  that  of  intimidating  his  fubjefts  from  any  future  refillance 
to  his  authority.'  But  what  can  we  reafonably  fuppofe  will  be 
|hc  cohlequencc  of  this  intemperate  procedure  :  Will  fuch  vio- 
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lent  aits  of  power  not  excite  frefli  dlfcontents  and  apprchen-^- 
fions  in  every  province  of  the  kingdom  ?  Will  they  not  fervc 
to  accumulate  a  lift  of  grievances  which  will  be  prefented  to  the 
ailcmbly  of  the  ftates,  which  will  bring  into  difcuflion  not  only 
the  abufe  of  the  royal  prerogative,  but  the  precipitancy  of  ad- 
miniftration  ?  Amidft  fuch  general  diflatisfaition,  the  refolu^ 
tions  of  the  aflembly,  however  temperate,  will  not,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  be  found  very  favourable  to  the  crown ;  and  the  fovereign 
may  at  laft  have  the  mortification  to  learn  that,  befides  rejecting 
his  new  plan  of  government,  the  ftates  will  infift  upon  a  limi¬ 
tation  of  his  power.  Upon  the  whole,  we  may  confidcr  tho 
prefent  lucid  interval  as  of  precaiious  duration  in  France.  It 
affords  no  rcafonable  profpedf  of  any  permanent  tranquillity) 
and,  unlefs  an  important  facrifice  be  made  by  the  monarch  to 
the  injured  rights  and  liberties,  and  the  violated  prejudices,  of 
the  nation,  the  difpute  will  inevitably  revive. 

This  opinion  we  might  pronounce  with  confidence,  in  regard 
to  a  nation  either  not  inured  to  the  yoke  of  defpotifm,  or. 
ftrongly  actuated  by  a  fpirit  of  liberty ;  but  there  is  reafon  to. 
conclude,  from  the  ftiort  continuance  of  oppofition,  which  has 
likewife  only  been  tumultuary,  that  the  French  are  not  as  yet 
fufliciently  infpired  with  that  indignation  of  paflive  obedience, 
and  that  generous  love  of  freedom,  which  can  alone  fupport; 
fuch  heroic  efforts  as  are  neceflary  to  accomplifh  a  revolution  of 
government  in  an  eftabliflied  monarchy. 


AMERICA. 

Th«  American  States,,  after  a  long  fufpenfe,  feem  at  length 
to  be  upon  the  point  of  eftabliftiing  their  general  government. 
By  the  laft  accounts,  feven  of  the  Itates  had  acceded  to  the  plan 
propofed  for  that  purpofe.  The  previous  confent  of  two-thirds 
of  the  whole,  however,  is  neceflary  ;  and  as  no  doubt  is  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  concurrence  of  South-Carolina  and  Virginia,  the 
congrefs,  as  foon  as  the  confent  of  thefe  provinces  is  obtained, 
will  proceed  to  the  organifation  of  their  confederated  republic. 
In  the  mean  time,  civilifation  is  every  where  extending  its  in¬ 
fluence  ;  the  inftitution  of  univerfities  and  philofophical  fo- 
cieties  begins  to  diflipate  the  fanaticifin  '\\4iich  has  long  main¬ 
tained  an  authority  in  feveral  of  the  provinces  ;  and  fuch  is  the 
ardour  of  improvement  at  Philadelphia,  that  diis  city,  and  the 
vv'hole  province,  are  now  diligently  employed  in  ftretching  roads 
through  the  country,  for  above  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  A 
fpirit  for  agriculture  feems  to  be  univerfally  difleminated  over 
the  ftates.  This  is  the  firft  neceflary  ftep  in  the  advancement 
of  a  nation  to  profperity  ;  and  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Americans 
to  render  it  their  principal  objeft.  In  a  Htde  time,  however, 
they  will  doubtlcis  turn  their  attention  to.  the  improvement  of 
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manufa^ures  for  intcrfial  confumption  ;  though  their  gOoJ  ^ 
friends  the  French  arc  endeavouring  all  in  their  power  to  dil- 
fuade  them  from  this  undertaking. 

‘  '  Separated  from  the  nations  of  the  ancient  world  by  an  im- 
menfe  ocean,  the  Americans  can  be  but  little  affected  by  the 
fluctuation  of  politics  in  Europe ;  but  they  arc  expofed,  in  the 
back  fcttlemcnts,  to  the  incurfions  of  ferocious  tribes,  which 
form  a  barrier  to  the  progrefs  of  dominion  and  civilifed  manners 
in  the  weltern  continent.  The  province  of  Georgia  fuffers  at 
prefent  from  the  violence  of  thefe  Indians ;  but  (he  muff  now 
truft  for  protection  in  her  own  refources,  or  in  the  affiftance  of 
the  other  Hates,  and  not  from  the  aid  of  Great-Britain,  who  had 
often  laviflicd  her  blood  and  treafure  in  the  defence  of  her  long- 
fupported,  but  now  emancipated,  colonies. 


GREAT-BRITAIN. 


T rom  furveying  the  political  ftate  of  other  nations,  we  return 
with  pleafurc  to  our  own  country,  where  the  people  continue 
happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  and  peace,  and  in  the  flou- 
fifliing  profecution  of  arts,  manufactures,  and  commerce.  The 
only  uncommon  occurrence  of  this  month  is  the  king’s  excur- 
fion'to  Cheltenham.  Had  the  journey  been  undertaken  from 
any  alarming  ftate  of  his  majefty’s  health,  the  nation  mufl:  have 
felt  univerfal  anxiety  on  the  occafion ;  but,  confidering  it  rather 
as  a  jaunt  of  recreation  than  a  medicinal  refource,  it  affords  ari 
agreeable  relief  to  that  uniformity  which  charaCterlfes  the  life 
of  a  fovereign  ;  and  it  cannot  be  regarded  without  peculiar 
complacency  by  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  counties  which  have  the 
honour  of  the  royal  attention.  During  the  abfence  of  the  court, 
the  capital  has  been  agitated  with  the  Weftminfter  eledion  fora 
reprefentative  in  parliament,  and  all  its  ufual  concomitants ;  po¬ 
litical  juggle  and  manoeuvring  among  the  principal  partizans  of 
die  candidates,  and  inebriety,  tumult,  and  corruption  among  the 
lower  order  of  the  electors. 
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ERRATA  in  our  lalt  Number^ 


Page  425,  1.  2.  /or  de  Luc  read  dc  Luc 
449,  1.  49,  ycr  detail  details 
460,  1.  26,  for  mens  read  meno. 

476,  1.  7,  for  are  read  is 
478.  1;  20,  for  which  is  read  who  artf 
id.  yirVefnaihs  read  remain 
480,  1.  17,  ybr'her  read  their 


.  •  Commufitcations  for  THE-ENbLiSH-REViEW  are '  teque/ed  t9 

hejent  Mr.  Murray,  No.  32;  Fleet-ftreet,  London;  ^vhere  Sul- 
fcriher%  for  this  Monthly  Performance  an  refpeGfully  dejired  to  grJC 
their  Ndmes% 
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